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JOURNALS 


or  THE 


GENERAL    CONFERENCE 

Olf  1878. 


PART    I, 


MINUTES. 


The  General  Conference  of  tlie  M.  E.  Church  ir  ida  met 

according  to  appointment  and  pursuant  to  call,  in  tlu^  ti  M.  E. 
Church,  city  of  Belleville,  on  Tuesday,  August  27tb,  1878,  at  10 
o'clock,  a.m. 

The  Rev.  A.  Carman,  D.  D.,  Bishop,  presiding. 

The  Bishop  read,  in  opening  the  religious  services,  the  forty- 
third  chapter  of  Isaiah  and  announced  the  704th  hymn  ;  after 
singing,  prayer  was  offered  by  Revs.  A.  D.  Traveller,  Thos.  Argue, 
und  E.  Lounsbury.  Bishop  Carman  next  read  the  seventeenth  chap- 
ter of  John's  Gospel,  and  after  the  singing  of  the  702nd  hymn,  Revs. 
Thos.  Webster,  D.D.,  S.  Morrison,  and  J.  H.  Andrews  engaged  in 
prayer ;  the  Bishop  concluded  with  the  Lord's  prayer,  the  Confer- 
ence heartily  joining  with  him. 

The  Conference  then  sang  the  verse  beginning,  "  Other  rpfuge 
have  1  none,"  after  which  the  Bishop  called  for  the  certified  lists  of 
delegates,  which  were  read  and  assented  to.  They  are  as 
follows  : 
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NIAGARA  CONFERENCE. 


James  OjirdJHer, 
E.  LouiiHlniiy, 
J.  N.  Elliott, 
"W.  D.  HngliHon, 
J.  Reynolds, 
S.  Card, 
J.  H.  Kennedy, 
W.  Benson, 
J.  R.  Phillips, 

B.  C.  Moora, 

C.  E,  Benson, 
S.  L.  Kerr, 
C.  Buidetto. 


J.  F.  Faijcliilds, 
M.  Diiniuick, 
H.  Locke, 


BESERVES. 


K.  C.  PitrNnnR, 

W.  G.  Brown,  M.A., 

J.  S.  Williamson, 

E.  Bristol, 

O.  G.  Collamore, 

T.  Webster,  D.D., 

E.  H.  Pitcher,  D.D., 

W.  H  Shaw, 

J.  T.  Davis, 

A.  E.  Griffith, 
J.  Wood, 

B.  Biistol. 


J.  Laycock, 
J.  B.  Cutler. 


ONTARIO  CONFERENCE. 

Geor-ge  Abbs,  Thoa.  Argue, 


Amos  Ciinipbell, 

Jas.  Curts, 

r.  M  Finn, 

J.  R.  Juciues,  D.J).,  Ph.D., 

G,  Miller, 

W.  Pirritte, 

C.  A.  Simpson, 

G.  Bennett, 


R.  Large, 

J.  C.  Ponieroy, 


RESERVES. 


G.  Clark, 
R.  B.  Denike, 

J.  H.  mus, 

B.  Lane,  M.A., 
S.  Morrison, 
J.  M.  Simpson, 
B.  Sanderson. 


R.  E.  Lund, 
Cliarles  Taylor. 


BAY  QUINTE  CONFERENCE. 

Wni.  Service,  Joseph  Young, 

T.  W.  Pickett,  s.  G.  Stone,  D.D., 

I.  B.  Aylsworth,  M.A.,  L.L.D.,    A.  D,  Traveller, 
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M.  E.  CUUttcIt  m  CANADA. 

W.  fJmlinm,  F.  B.  Strutton, 

W.  lilair,  B.A.,         ■  W.  Brown, 

J.  H.  AmhcwH,  F.  Chisholm, 
E.T.  I3,i(l;,'l(!y,M.A..  L.IfcD.,  6.D.|  Jolin  K.  M(iv«!t7, 

David  Wilson,    ...  .    G.  S.  Wliite, 

A.Martin,  H.  WilHams. 


RESERVES. 


J.  P.  Wilson,  B.A., 

J.  D.  BeH, 
EU  Wouilcock, 


B.  F.  Austin,  B.A., 

C.  S.  Enstman, 


OUDEUED,  That  the  seat  of  any  delegate  wlio  may  be  absent  at 
roll  call  shall  be  filled  for  that  sitting  by  the  first  reserve  delegate 
then  present. 

After  fixing  bar,  the  roll  of  the  Conference  was  called,  and 
the  following  vacancies  filled  : 

H.  Locke  tilled  the  seat  of  J,  Wood;  E.  Large,  that  of  F.  M, 
Finn;  and  E.  Woodcock,  that  of  J.  Mavety. 

F.  B.  Steatton  was  duly  elected  Secretary, 

J.  S.  Williamson,  Assistant  Secretary.    '■ . 

Thos.  Argue,  Journal  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  three 
o'clock,  p.m. 

A  committee  on  Divine  Service  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
B.  Lane,  W.  Pirritte,  E.  Lounsbury,  and  I.  B.  Aylsworth. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  G.  Bennett,  ' 


m 
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TUESDAY,   AUGUST  87th. 


SECOND  SrjTING, 


T'.M. 


Religious  services  were  conductcl  by  David  Wilson. 

Roll  called.     Journals  read  and  approved. 

Rev,  Dr.  Todd,  Fraternal  Delegate  from  the  American  General 
CouU  reiice  of  the  M,  E,  Church,  was  introduced,  and  invited  to  a 
seat  on  the  jdatform. 

Bishop  Carman  then  read  the  Episcopal  address,  after  which 
J.  M.  Simpson  led  the  Conference  in  singing,  '•  Saviour,  more  than 
life  to  mti." 

Rev.  David  Couch,  of  West  Wisconsin  Conference,  was  intro- 
duced and  invited  to  a  seat, 

Ordered,  That  the  hours  of  session  be  fixed  fr'om  ten  to 
twelve,  and  from  three  to  five,  until  rules  of  order  be  adopted. 

Jas.  Gardiner,  Wm.  Crown,  and  W.  Pirritte,  were  appointed 
a  committee  on  Rule,  of  Order. 

Ordered,  That  we  have  a  committee  of  seven  on  Nomina- 
tions, consisting  of  E.  Bristol,  J.  H.  Andrews,  A.  D.  Traveller, 
Jas.  Curts,  Samuel  Morrison,  E.  Lounsbury,  and  W.  G.  Brown. 

The  names  and  number  of  the  ordinary  committees  were 
ordered.     (iSee  report,  of  next  session.) 

W.  Blaii',  B.A.,  was  appointed  reporter  for  the  C.  C. 
Advocate. 

Rev.  D.  Wilson  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  introduction  of  Fraternal  Delegates, 
and  arrangements  of  meetings  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three,  viz.  ;  W.  Pirritte,  I.  B.  Aylsworth,  B.  Lane, 

Joseph  Young  was  appointed  reporter  for  the  Christian  Advo- 
cate, N.  Y, 

Rev.  D.  Couch  was  requested  to  preach  in  the  evening,  and 
gave  his  assent  thereto. 
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WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  28tlt. 

THIRD   SITTING,  10  a.m. 

Conference  was  opened  in  the  usual  form  ;  Rev.  B.  Bristol 
leading  the  devotional  exercises. 

B.  F,  Austin  took  the  seat  of  J.  Mavety,  and  J.  D.  Bell  that 
of  D.  Wilson. 

The  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order  presented  their  report,  which 
was  read,  received  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

1st. — The  Conference  shall  meet  at  ten  o'cldck,  a.m.,  and  ad- 
journ at  twelve ;  meet  at  three  and  adjourn  at  half  f>ast  five,  p.m.  ; 
but  may  alter  their  time  of  meeting,  and  adjourn  at  their  discretion. 

2nd. — The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour 
to  which  the  Conference  stood  adjourned,  and  cause  the  same  to 
be  opened  by  reading  the  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer  ;  and  on 
the  appearance  of  a  quorum  shall  have  the  journal  of  the  preceding 
session  read  and  approved,  when  the  business  of  the  Conference 
shall  proceed  in  the  following  order — namely,  1.  Reports — first  of 
standing  committees,  and  then  of  special  committees.  2.  Peti- 
tions, memorials  and  appeals. 

3rd. — The  President  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Conference  ;  but  in  case  of  such  appeal, 
the  question  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

4th. — He  shall  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  specially 
ordered  by  the  ConferOiice  ;  but  any  member  may  decline  serving  on 
more  than  one  committee,  unless  all  the  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence shall  have  been  appointed  on  some  committee. 

5th. — When  a  motion,  or  resolution,  is  moved  and  seconded, 
or  a  report  is  presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary,  or  stated  by 
the  President,  it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  Conference  ; 
nor  shall  any  motion  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover  after  being 
debated,  without  the  consent  of  the  Conference. 
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6th. — All  motions  and  resolutions  introduced  by  any  member 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  Secretary,  or  any  two 
members  require  it. 

7th. — No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  made  until  the 
one  under  consideration  is  disposed  of,  which  may  be  done  by 
adoption  or  rejection,  unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should 
intervene,  which  motions  shall  have  the  precedence  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  placed — namely  :  Lay  on  the  table,  amendment,  or 
a  substitute,  which  also  may  be  amended. 

8th. — No  member  shall  be  interrupted  while  speaking  except 
by  the  President,  to  call  him  to  order  when  he  departs  from  the 
question,  uses  personalities,  or  disrespectful  language ;  but  any 
member  may  call  the  attention  of  the  Px'esident  to  the  subject 
when  he  deems  a  speaker  out  of  order ;  and  any  member  may 
explain  if  he  deems  himself  misrepresented. 

9th. — When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  from  his  seat 
and  respectfully  address  himself  to  the  President,  and  shall  proceed 
when  the  President  announces  his  name. 

10th. — No  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same 
subject,  nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time,  without  leave 
of  the  Conference,  nor  shall  any  member  speak  more  than  once 
until  every  member  choosing  to  do  so  shall  have  spoken. 

11th. — When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  have  passed,  it 
shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted  in  the  majority  to 
move  a  re-consideration. 

12th. — No  member  shall  absent  him.self  from  the  seat  of  the 
Conference  \\  ithout  leave,  unless  he  is  sick  or  unable  to  attend. 

13th. — No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  question 
wlio  is  not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  when  such  question  is  put 
by  the  President,  except  by  leave  of  the  Conference,  when  such 
member  has  been  necessarily  absent. 

14tli. — Every  member  who  shall  be  within  the  bar  at  the 
time  when  the  question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Con- 
ference for  special  reasons  excuse  him. 
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15th. — No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  any  rule  of  dis- 
cipline shall  be  adopted,  until  it  shall  have  been  at  least  one  day 
in  the  possession  of  the  Conference. 

16th. — A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

17th. — All  business  requiring  the  action  of  a  committee, 
and  of  the  Conference,  shall  be  passed  by  motion,  and  order  for 
reference,  tluough  the  Conference. 

Ordered,  That  100  copies  of  rules  of  order  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  this  Conference, 

Report  No.  1   of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  read 
filling  the  blanks  as  per  order.     It  was  received  and  adopted,  as 
follows  : 

Lay  Delegation — W.  D.  Hughson,  A.  E.  Griffith,  J.  R. 
J.lques,  Gr.  Abbs,  H.  Williams,  S.  G.  Stone;  W.  D.  Hughson, 
Convener. 

Episcopacy— T.  Webster,  O.  G.  CoUamore,  J.  N.  Elliott,  B. 
Bi'istol,  W.  D.  Hughson,  S.  Morrison,  T,  Argue,  J.  M.  Simpson 
J.  Curts,  J.  Hilts,  W.  Brown,  A.  D.  Traveller,  D.  Wilson,  S.  G. 
fcjtone,  W.  Service. 

Itineracy — E.  Lounsbury,  S.  Card,  A.  Camjjbell,  VV.  H. 
Graham,  J.  H.  Andrews. 

Church  Extension — 0.  G.  Collamore,  J.  S.  Williamson,  G. 
Bennett,  J.  Mavety,  G,  Miller. 

Missionary  Interests — J.  N.  Elliott,  Wm.  Benson,  W.  G. 
Brown,  Thomas  Argue,  Jas.  Curts,  W.  Pirritte,  A.  D.  Traveller, 
T.  W.  Bickett,  W.  H.  Graham. 

Revision — W.  G.  Brown,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  Jas.  Gardiner,  Geo. 
Abbs,  J.  Curts,  W.  Pirritte,  I.  B.  Aylsworth,  F.  B.  Stratton,  Wm. 
Brown. 

Temporal  Economy — E.  Bristol,  J.  Gardiner,  B.  Lane,  T. 
Argue,  J.  Young. 

Boundaries — C.  E.  Benson,  J.  H.  Kennedy,  R.  Sanderson, 
J,  M,  Siiupsou,  A,  D.  Traveller,  S.  G.  Stone,  W.  H.  Graluvm, 
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Young  D.   Sto"  ^'n""'  *■   *'o'"»on,  F    m    p^    ^^   ^'"■"""''   S. 
ng,  D..  Stone,  D,-.  Badgley.  ■°'-  ■'^"«'.  «■  Abl,s,  J. 
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WEDNESDAY,   AUGUST   28th. 

FOURTH  SITTING,  3  p.m. 

Conference  opened  in  due  form.  Religious  services  were 
conducted  by  Dr.  Jaques. 

Roll  called.     Minutes  I'ead  and  confirmed. 

The  seats  ot  J.  Mavety,  D.  Wilson  and  E.  I.  Badgley  being 
vacant,  were  filled  respectively  by  B,  F,  Austin,  J.  D.  Bell  and 
E.  Woodcock,  under  rule. 

A  connnunication  was  read  and  received  fiom  a  committee  of 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Lpiscopal  Church,  relating 
to  an  Ecumenical  Conference  of  Methodism. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  nine.  (See 
lists  of  Committees.) 

ORnEKED,  That  the  Secretary  procure  100  copies  of  piinted 
lists  of  committees. 

On  motion,  the  Charters  of  the  Missionary  Society  and  Ahna 
College  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Incorporations. 

OuDERKD,  That  the  difierent  topics  alhu'  d  to  in  the  Episco[»al 
Address  be  referred  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

The  Book  A  gent  read  his  report. 

It  was  received,  and  referreil  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lishing Interests  of  the  Book  Room. 

Moved  by  W.  Pirritte,  seconded  by  Thomas  Webster,  and 
Resolved,  That  all  committees  reporting  changes  of  discipline 
shall  recite  not  only   the   page,   pnrt,  chapter,  section,   and   line 
proposed  to  be  amended,  but  also  the  amended  i)ariigraph  con)j»lete. 

Ordered,  That  the  reception  of  Fraternal  Deh'gates  from 
the  American  General  Cimference  of  the  M.  E.  Church  be  the 
order  of  the  day  on  Friday  p.m. 

Papers  ])resented  by  J.  Reynolds  and  F.  Chishuhi).  for  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions,  were,  on  motion,  referred. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  Robert  Sanderson. 
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.T.  S.  WillirtinsoTi,W.  Piiritte,  J.  M.  Simpson,  Dr.  Pilcher, and 
Dr.  Aylswoith  presented  papers,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  ReviHiou. 

The  Bishop  named  G.  Abbs,  E.  Bristol,  J.  FT.  Andrews,  Q. 
Bennett  and  W.  Brown  as  a  Special  Committee  on  Petitions  and 
Memorials. 

A  communication  from  Rev.  M.  Benson  was  road  and  laid  on 
the  tattle. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  J.  M.  Simpson. 
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FRIBAT,  AUGUST  ROth. 

SIXTH    SITTING,  10  a.m. 

Religions  services  by  S.  Card, 

After  the  roll  call,  the  vacant  seats  of  J.  Mavety  and  W. 
Pirritte  were  filled  by  J.  P.  Wilson  and  R.  Large. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  only  positive  actions  of  the 
Conference  be  recorded  by  the  Secretary,  unless  it  be  requested 
by  some  member  of  the  Conference  that  the  negative  action  be 
recorded. 

The  Committee  on  Education  read  their  first  report.  It  was 
received  and  adopted. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Publishing  Interests  of  the  Book  Room. 

The  Report  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  and  Board  of 
Management  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension. 
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Belleville.     It  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Divine  Service. 

I.  B.  Aylsworth  moved  to  refer  the  following  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Incorporations  : 

That  a  Committee  be  appointerl  to  construct  a  model  deed, 
and  secure  a  Dominion  or  Provincial  Act  of  Parliament,  to  legal- 
ize an  abridged  form  thereof. 

It  was  referred. 

J.  N.  Elliott  and  F.  Chisholm  moved  the  reference  of  papers 
to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 
They  were  referred. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  W.  H.  Shaw. 
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FRIDAY,    AUGUST    30th. 

SEVENTH   SITTING,  3  p.m. 

The  Conference  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
James  Gardiner. 

Roll  called. 

On  motion  of  James  Gardiner,  it  was  resolved  that  the  roll 
call  is  not  complete  until  the  seats  of  absent  members  are  filled 
from  the  list  of  reserves. 

B.  F.  Austin  took  the  seat  of  S.  G.  Stone  ;  J.  P.  Wilson,  that 
of  J.  Mavety ;  and  J.  F.  Fairchilds,  that  of  J.  Wood. 

Journals  I'ead  and  approved. 

The  reception  of  Fraternal  Delegates,  being  the  order  of  the 
day,  was  called  for. 
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E.  H.  Pilclier  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  on  Discipline, 
page  82,  section  3,  to  the  Committee  on  Revision. 
It  was  referred. 

Also  one  relating  to  a  change  in  the  form  of  receiving  mem- 
bers from  other  chnrches. 
It  was  referred. 

W.  Benson  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  to  the  Committee 
on  Revision,  touching  page  21,  section  1,  answer  5. 
It  was  referred. 

Dr.  Pilclier  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper,  on  page  80  of 
Discipline,  relating  to  the  reception  of  members. 
It  was  referred. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  W.  D.  Hughson. 
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SATURDAY,    AUGUST    31«t. 

EIGHTH   SITTING,  10  a.m. 

Ileligious  services  by  R.  C.  Parsons. 

Roll  called. 

J.  Mavety's  place  filled  by  B.  F.  Austin ;  A.  Martin's,  by  J, 
D.  Bell. 

Minutes  of  previous  sitting  confirmed. 

The   Committee   on  Itinerancy  presented  their  first  report, 
which  was  read. 

Tt  was  moved  that  the  portions  of  the  report  referring  to  ap 
peals  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 
The  motion  was  lost. 

The  Committee  on  Ejjiscopacy  presented  their  first  report, 
which  was  read  and  adopted, 
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8ATURSAT,  AUGUST  31st. 

NINTH  SITTING,  3  p.m. 

Conference  opened  in  the  usual  form,  with  singing  and  prayer 
by  B.  C.  Moore. 

Minutes  of  previous  sitting  confirmed. 

J.  P.  Wilson  took  the  seat  of  J.  Mavety ;  B.  F.  Austin,  that 
of  A.  Mai-tin. 

Rev,  Bishop  Haven,  D.D.,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  was  introduced,  and  warmly  welcomed  to  a  seat  on  the 
platform. 

Bishop  Haven  then  delivered  an  address. 

It  was  moved  by  W.  Pirritte,  seconded  by  Dr.  Webster,  and 
Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  great  delight  the  presence 
amongst  us  of  Rev.  Bishop  Haven,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  We  are  very  much  gratified  by  his  visit,  encouraged  by  his 
words,  and  cheered  by  his  address.  We  assure  the  Bishop  of  our 
profound  regard  for  himself  and  the  Church  of  which  he  is  an 
honored  superintendent.  We  sympathize  with  him  in  his  indis- 
position, and  devoutly  pray  he  may  be  sjjeedily  restored  to  wonted 
health,  and  that  himself  and  daughter  may  be  prospered  in  their 
journey ;  and  that  in  the  providence  of  God  they  may  be  both 
brought  in  safety  to  their  own  land  and  to  their  own  home. 

The  above  resolution  was  supported  by  several  of  the  brethren, 
and  unanimously  carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  F.  M.  Finn. 
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Moved  to  adopt  seventh  item. 

Moved  to  amend  the  answer  so  as  to  read,  "  They  liave  the 
powers  prescribed  by  Discipline," 
Amendment  ca*."ri:'1 

Moved  tliat  the  question,  with  its  answer,  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

The  IJishop  announced  that  TJev.  Dr.  Todd,  Fraternal  Dele- 
gate, was  about  to  take  his  leave  of  the  Conference,  whereupon 
business  was  suspended,  and  the  reverend  doctor  delivered  hiH 
parting  address. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  offered  : 

Moved  by  J.  Curta,  and  seconded  by  W.  D.  Hughson,  that 

Whereas  the  visit  of  the  liev.  J.  Todd,  D.D.,  Fraternal 
Delegate  from  the  Methodist  Ei)i.scopal  Cluirch  to  this  Conference, 
and  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duty  as  dele- 
gate, as  well  as  his  eloquent  utterances  from  the  pulpit  and 
platform,  have  been  the  occasion  of  great  enjoyment  and  pleasure 
to  us ;  therefore, 

liESOiA'En,  That  we  convey  to  Dr.  Todd  otir  high  appreciation 
of  his  personal  worth,  and  of  the  value  of  his  services  daring  his 
visit,  and  also  a  warm  recognition  of  the  kind  words  in  which  he 
lias  expressed  the  interest  of  the  Church  he  represents,  as  well  as 
his  own  in  our  prosperity ;  and  we  further  assure  the  Rev.  D).^ 
that  the  best  wishes  of  this  Conference  will  follow  him  and  his 
estimable  lady  to  their  home. 

The  resolution  was  sup[)orted  by  several  of  the  brethren,  and 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions  resumed. 

Eighth  item.     Moved  to  adopt. 

The  motion  was  pending  at  the  time  of  adjournment. 


Adjourned.     Benediction  by  A.  Campbell. 
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24      Journals  op  the  general  conference, 

MONDAY,   SEPTEMBER   2ad. 

ELEVENTH  SITTING,  3  p.m. 

Conference  opened  in  due  form. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  vacancies  filled  as  follows  : 

J.  Mavety's  i)lace  by  B.  F.  Austin,  and  that  of  J.  R.  Jaques 
by  R.  Large. 

Journals  read  and  onfirraed. 

Eighth  item  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions, 
pending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  was  taken  up. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  the  word  **  only"  bo  struck  from 
the  item.  < 

Amendment  lost. 

Original  motion  put  and  lost. 

Moved,  that  the  ninth  item  be  adopted. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  the  word  "  p^-^onal  "  be  struck 
out. 

Amendment  carried. 

The  item,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Tenth  item  was  not  adopted. 

Report  No.  1  of  thf'  Committee  on  Law  Questions  was  adopted 
as  amended. 

The  third  rei)ort  of  tlie  Committee  on  Revision  was  read,  and 
laid  on  the  tabh',  nude)-  rule. 

D.   Wilson   moved  the   reference  of  a   paper   on  page   38, 
section  5,  of  Discipline,  to  the  Committee  on  Revision. 
It  was  not  referred. 

W.  Pirritte  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  to  the  Committee 
R3vision  . 

It  was  referred. 
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Also,   one   in   relation   to   the    buHiness   of    the   Quarterly 
Conference. 

It  was  referred. 

On  motion  of  G.  Abbs,  a  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  Questions. 

J,  S.  Williamson  moved  the  reference  of  a  pupnr  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  Questions. 
It  was  referred. 

* 

H.  Williams  movfed  the  reference  of  two  pai)ei.    .o  the  Com- 
mittees on  Law  Questions. 
They  were  refei  red. 

G.  Miller  moved  to  refer  a  paper  to  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions. 

It  was  referred, 

A.  E.  Giirtith  moved  to  refer  a  papei-  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  Questions. 

It  was  refen-ed. 

I.  B.  Aylsworth  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  llevision,  touching  District  Conferences. 
It  was  I'eferred. 

W.  G.   Brown  moved  a  paper  to  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions. 

It  was  referred. 

R.  Sandei'son  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Law  Questions. 
It  was  referred. 

R.  Sanderson  moved  to  refer  a  second  jtaper  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  Questions. 

It  was  not  referred. 

Moved  by  B.  Lano,  seconded  by  S.  G.  Stone,  and 
Resolvkd,  That,  in  all  cases,  the  ceiemony  of  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stones  of  our  churches  be  conducted  by  the  proper  oflicers 
of  the    ('hurch,    and   according   to  the   ritual   provided   in   the 
disci})line. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  E.  I.  Badgley. 
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The  portion  alluded  to  was  read. 

Moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 

Moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  appellant,  J.  D,  Bell,  be 
heard  before  the  Conference  in  this  case. 

The  substitute  was  adoi)ted. 

Moved,  that  the  apj)eal  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Bell  be  entertained. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  decision  of  the  chair  in  this  case 
be  sustained. 

The  motion  was  adojjted. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy  relating  to  appeals  taken  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Niagara  Conference  1)6  now  taken  up. 

Carried. 

The  first  appeal  of  J.  Gardiner,  referring  to  a  major  vote  in 
ortler  to  an  election  for  any  purpose,  was  called  up  for  action. 
Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  appeal  be  sustained. 
The  motion  was  lost. 

The  second  appeal  of  J.  Gardiner,  relating  to  the  election  of 
George  Backhouse,  was  read. 

Moved,  that  the  reference  rejecting  the  right  to  elect  be  con- 
firmed. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

W.  Pirritte  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

O.  G.  Collamore  presented  a  pa))er  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
vision touching  the  claim  of  the  wife  of  a  superannuated  preacher. 
It  was  referred. 

Also  moved  to  refer  a  paper  on  the  Journals  of  1874, 
page  12. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

J.  S.  Williamson  moved  to  refer  a  paper  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  Questions. 
It  was  referred. 
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The  following  resolution  waa  moved  by  Rev.  W.  Pirritte, 
seconded  by  B.  Lane,  and  supported  by  Revs.  J.  Gardiiur,  W. 
Pirritte,  Dr.  Webster,  W.  Brown,  J.  Curts,  and  Dr.  Jaques  : 

Resolvkd,  That  the  Fraternal  Delegation  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Canada,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Williams  and 
the  Rev.  James  Gray,  bearing  the  fraternal  greetings  of  that  body 
to  this  General  Conference,  has  given  us  very  great  satisfaction. 
We  rejoice  in  this  the  first  iat«ivliange  of  brotherly  and  Christian 
greetings  between  the  two  oldest  members  of  the  Methodist  fam- 
ilies of  Canada,  as  an  evidence  of  increasinij  good  will  and  frater- 
nal regard  for  each  other,  and  as  opening  the  way  for  a  more  cor- 
dial and  fraternal  action,  and  for  a  deeper,  broader,  and  purer 
feeling  of  Christian  love  and  unity.  We  thank  these  dear  brethren 
for  their  visit  and  for  theif  words  of  brotherly  love.  We  assure 
them  of  our  fraternal  regard  for  themselves,  and  our  best  wishes 
and  warmest  prayers  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  great 
Church  they  have  so  honorably  represented. 

Ordered,  That  the  address  of  the  Fraternal  Delegates  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Canada  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence. 

T.  Argue  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  Questions. 
It  was  referred. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  James  QvAy, 
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Moved  further  to  amend  by  adding  "  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South." 

This  motion  was  lost.  '         ... 

The  item,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Moved,  that  all  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  portion  I'eferring  to  the  election  ot  delegates  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Canada, 

Carried. 

On  motion,  the  election  was  proceeded  with  by  nomination 
and  ballot. 

Revs.  J.  R.  Jaques,  D.D.,  Ph.D.,  W.  Pirritte,  W.  Brown, 
B.  Lane,  E.  I.  Btdgley,  B.D.,  I.  B.  Aylsworth,  LL.D.,  W.  H. 
Graham,  James  Curts,  George  Abbs,  Thom.is  Argue,  and  Joseph 
Young,  were  nominated. 

All  resigned,  except  the  first  three. 

Moved,  that  the   two  having   the  highest  number  of  votes, 
being  a  majority  of  tlie  Conference,  be  elected. 
Carried. 

Revs.  J.  R.  Jaques,  D. I).,  Ph.D.,  and  William  Brown  were 
declared  duly  elected. 

Moved,  that  the  portion  of  the  report  acted  upon  be  adopted. 
Carried. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pastoral  Address  was 
read  and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  cf  All)ert  College  and  the  Pre- 
siding Elders  of  the  two  contiguous  districts  be  the  Committee 
called  for  in  said  report,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  the 
Pastoral  Address. 

T^«!  report  of  the  Committee  on  Evangelists,  and  their  Rela- 
tion to  .  :e  Church,  was  I'ead  and  laid  on  the  table,  under  rule. 

James  Gardiner  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  on  page  67 
of  Discipline  to  the  Committee  on  Revision. 
It  was  referred. 
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THURSDAY.    SEPTEMBER    6th. 

FIFTEENTH    SITTING,  10  a.m. 

Conference  opened  by  singing,  and  prayer  by  E.  A.  Griffith. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  presented  their  first  report, 
which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  presented  their  second 
report,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  under  rule. 

Report  No.  3  on  Temporal  Economy  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  their  second  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ecumenical  Conference 
was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Publishing  Interests  presented  their 
second  report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  considered  item  by 
item.  •  ' 

First  item  read. 

Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  it  be  recorimittcd,  with  instruc- 
tions to  the  Committee  to  provide  for  its  execution  through  the 
agency  of  the  preachers. 

Amendment  carried. 

Second  item  read. 
Moved  to  adopt. 
Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  F.  Chisholm  and  Joseph  Young  be 

added  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Carried. 
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Itoiiis  second,  third,  and  fourth  lost. 
Ileport  adopted  as  amended. 

Moved  by  G.  Abbs,  seconded  by  F.  Chisholni,  and 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference  tho  Bishop 
should  bo  earnestly  solicited  to  publish  a  programme  of  Episcopal 
visitation  for  the  whole  work  ;  that  every  portion,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, may  share  in  his  labors,  and  that  those  brethren  who  desire 
to  secure  his  services  on  special  occasions  should  make  the'r  ar- 
rangements 80  as  not  to  conflict  with  such  plan  of  appointments. 

The  Committee  on  Revision  presented  their  fourth  report, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  under  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  presented  their  third  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  School  Union  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  second  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table,  under  rule. 

t 

The  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missionary  Interests 
was  read. 

Moved,  that  we  recommit  the  report,  with  a  vie  .v  to  make  i*- 
harmonize  with  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  and  with  an  eye 
to  the  strictest  economy  in  the  appointment  of  the  Boai'd. 

Carried. 

The  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Incorporations  was  read 
and  adopted. 

G.  Abbs  moved  to  refer  a  paper  to  the  Committee  on  Revi- 
sion relating  to  Trustees. 
It  was  refen-ed. 

E.  Lounsbury  and  F.  Chitshohn  moved  to  refer  jtipcrs  to  ^\l<^ 
Committee  on  L-iw  Questions. 
They  were  referred. 
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R.  Sanderson,  W.  H.  Graham,  and  J.  R.  Phillips  moved  the 
reference  of  papers  to  the  Committee  on  Revision. 
They  were  referred. 

W.  Benson  and  C.  E.  Benson  moved  the  reference  of  papers  to 
the  Committee  on  Revision. 
They  were  not  referred. 

I.  B.  Aylsworth  moved  to  refer  a  paper  relating  to  examina- 
tions to  the  Committee  on  Revision. 
It  was  referred. 

Bishop  Carman  read  a  paper  relating  to  Alma  College,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Moved,   that   when   we  adjourn,    we  adjourn   to   meet    at 
7.30  p.m. 
Carried. 

Moved,  that  G.  Miller  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence. 
Carried. 

Ordered,  That  J.  H.  Hilts  and  J.  Reynolds  be  added  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Addresses  to  Earl  Dufferin  and  the  Manpiis  of 
Lome. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  T.  W.  Pickett. 
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THURSDAY,   SEPTEMBER    5th. 

SEVENTEENTH   SITTING,  7.30   p.m. 
Conference  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  James  Curts. 
Journals  read  and  confirmed. 

The  first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  was  taken  up. 
Ordered  that  it  be  considered,  item  by  item. 

Items  one  and  two  adopted.  Also  the  first  part  of  third  item. 

The  second  part  of  the  third  item  was,  on  motion,  expunged. 

Questions  four  and  five  of  item  four  adopted. 

Item  five  read. 
Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  to  add  '•'and  Missionary  Reports." 
Amendment  carried. 

Moved,  that  the  item  follow  tlie  fourth  paragraph,  as  found 
in  the  General  Confei'ence  Journals  of  1874,  on  page  IG. 
(.*arried. 
Item  adopted  as  amended. 

Item  six  adopted. 

Moved  to  adopt  seventh  item. 

Moved  to  amend  so  as  to  read  "  as  a  Trustee  of  our  Church 
property." 

Amendment  carried. 
Item  adopted  as  amended. 

Item  eight  was  read. 

Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved  to  amend  by  adding  "  and  accepted  by  tlKMU." 

Moved,  in  amendment  to  the  amendment,  that  tlie  item  bo 
r(!cominitted  with  instructions  to  provide  for  the  successors  by  the 
Quarterly  IJoanl, 
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««^^E«AL   CONPEIIENCK, 

^"vcd,  as  a  substitute,  that  th. 

earned.  '''  '^^' ^'^i^^^'  ^^e  Jaid  on  the  table. 

I^- ten  .as  read;   and,  on  .otfon,  lost. 
Item  eleven  read,  and  adopted. 

Jtem  tAvelvo  read. 
Gloved  to  adopt. 

.ooommittod  for  further  action    "' '"^"^"'™t,  that  the  item  be 

--'.:«rr„r'°-'----n.thea„e.„e. 
■iiie  Item  was  adopted. 

Items  thirteen  and  fourteen  adopted. 
I^eport  adopted  as  amended. 

^44t::i:\n  ::.xr^^^;^  ^^  ^--^^^^«  on 

^.Service,  recommending  the  stL  m     '•  ^^"'^  by  himself  and 
^y  one  n.an.  ^  «t.engthemng  of  the  Episcopacy 

Moved,  thatthe  -enortboir^ 

The  motion  was  lost       ^''^  °"  ^^^  *^We. 

Moved  that  it  be  adopted. 
Moved,  in  amendment    +I,af 

p-.Jin«  Eiue..„  that  ti  ;;'„„:: '"°;"? '"» -■*  o^  ^.o 

D  stnete  but  be  stationed  L  llZTI  """''''  "'»  pointed 
"'"  "''''"'»»  oi-  two  Bishop,.        '^"''  "'■"■•«''  '■  ""d  provide  for 

-  CO  e      e„„,  tbe:lro:7;:;^«™„^-'f  «^Hers,  „,th. 
Jl'i'jsball  not  chance  or  alt^/  Dwipline,  which  siv.  ■ 

-."» '"  -o  a.way  w!:,r4:x''r  ?■■■•'»  °f°-sove;: 

I  '"JL((  tjiat  It  cannot. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called  for  on  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  they  were  on  roll  call  taken,  as  follows  : 


W.  Service, 
F.  B.  Stratton, 
A.  D,  Traveller, 
J.  Wood, 


G.  Abbs, 
T.  Argue, 
J.  H.  Andrews, 
G.  Bennett, 
W.  Brown, 
E.  Bristol, 
W.  Benson, 
C.  E.  Benson, 

B.  Bristol, 

C.  Burdette, 
E.  I.  Badgley, 
J.  Curts, 

A.  Campbell, 
W.  H.  Graham, 
J.  Gardiner, 


Yeas. 

I.  B.  Aylsworth, 
W.  Blair, 
W.  G.  Brown, 

F.  Chisholm, 

G.  S.  White. 

Nays. 

E.  A.  Griffith, 
J.  H.  Hilts, 
G.  Miller, 
B.  €.  Moore, 
S.  Morrison, 
J.  E.  Phillips, 
R.  C.  Parsons, 
E.  H.  Pilcher, 
J.  Reynolds, 
J.  M.  Simpson, 
Thos.  Webster, 
J.  P.  Wilson, 
G.  Clark, 
O.  G.  CoUamore, 
S.  Card, 
R.  B.  Denike. 


J.  R,  Jaques, 
John  Mavety, 
A.  Martin, 
T.  W.  Pickett, 


J.  T.  Davis, 
F.  M.  Finn, 
W.  D.  Huglison, 
S.  L.  Kerr, 
J.  H.  Kennedy, 

B.  Lane, 

E.  Lounsbury, 
W.  Pirritte, 

C.  A.  Simpson, 
R.  Sanderson, 
W.  H.  Shaw, 
S.  G.  Stone, 
H.  Williams, 

J.  S.  Williamson, 
J.  Young, 


Moved,  that  we  do  now  adjourn,  to  meet  to  morrow  morning 
at  nine  o'clock. 
Carried. 

Benediction  by  C.  Burdette. 


■s,  with- 
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FRIDAY,    SEPTEltrnr,» 

EIGHTEENTH  SITTING,  9  a.^t. 
Conference  opened  with  siugin.  and  nrn       ,     ^ 

On  roll  call,  the  seat  of  J  R    t^,„„ 

•  '^^'i""^  ^'^«  fi"ed  by  R.  Lame 
Journals  read  and  confirmed.  * 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pi 

who  have  returned  home  witbn  f  ,  '  "^'^'-^^'^  ^^^  reserves 

tl^e  General  Conferenc"  "'  '^"'"^  ^"  ^'--  coIlectionrL 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Ordered  That  in   ^i 
any  delegate  ;,ecW  ^y^TZll  "c  "f  ''™"^'  «™f---. 
Conference,  finding  it  ii,„sslbrr      '^?'^™"''  '»  tte  Genera 
to  attend  the  said  General  clnl     ""''?''"''''  """  '»  *«'  be  able 
of  Us  Conference  of  saaL?r?r'''"  "°"'^  ""^  Secretary 

of;aidSec,.ta^ton„tif,t  Cer^tl'T  '' ""'  "'  "'^  "•"' 
order  of  their  election,  that  tllT  *    '  °''  ''''«8''tes  in  the 

-ssion  of  .„ch  Genera  ctfereToe  "Trlf  '°  ''  P^*»»'  «'  «' 
or  persons  th„a  giw„g  notice  oT'„1m  '?  "'""^  °' *^  P-^on 

-I he  motion  was  lost.  ^"^  ^^^im. 

^^__^^^.e  .cond  report  Of  the  Co™„.itteo  on  Memorial.  „as,. re. 
^ovod  to  adopt. 
The  motion  Mas  lost. 


:e, 
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1. 


^.  H.  Pilclier. 
'y  R.  Laj-ge. 


The  fifth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  was  presented, 
and  hiid  on  the  table,  under  rule. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance  was  re^d  and 
adopted.  , 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  W.  Benson. 
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FRIDAY,   SEPT£MB£,B   6tU.,  ^ 

NINETEENTH   SITTING,  3  p.m.  ,•'-.      ",, 

Conference  was  opened  in  due  form.  Pteligious  services  by 
F.  Chisnolm. 

Journals  read  and  confirmed!        '    ;..••'    <.:,.' 

The  third  report  of  the  Committee- on  Correspondence  was 
read. 

Moved,  that  it  be  adopted.  '  ^  .  .ii 

Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  tie  rtame  of  Delegate. 

Amendment  carried. 

•  -  --      k 

Ordered,  that  the  report  be  adopted,  as  amended. 
.     Carried.  « 

The  fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was 
read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Publishing  Interests  presented  their  fourth 
report. 

Moved,  that  it  be  adopted. 

Moved  that  we  suspend  the  motion,  to  take  up  the  first 
report  of  said  Committee. 

Carried. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  taken  u))  item  by  item. 

(t 
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Item  one,  moved  to  adopt. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  the  clause,  "  To  an  eight  page," 
be  struck  from  the  report. 

Moved,  in  amendment  to  the  amendment,  that  it  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  Book  Committee,  with  a  recommendation  to  said 
Committee  to  enlarge  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  allow,  and 
make  such  other  improvements,  as,  in  their  judgment,  they  may 
deem  expedient. 

Amendnlent  to  the  amendment  carried. 

The  second  item  was  read  and  adopted. 
Report  adopted  as  amended. 

Report  No.  4  was  resumed. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  to  the  words  "  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents"  be  added,  "  strictly  in  advance." 
Amendment  adopted. 

Report  adopted  as  amended. 

The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  presented  their  fourth 
report. 

It  was  read  and  adopted. 

Repoit  No.  3  of  the  Committee  on  Education  was  read. 
Ordered,  that  it  be  taken  up  item  by  item. 

Items  one,  two,  three,  four  and  five  were  adopted. 

Item  six  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Item  seven  adopted. 

Item  eight  read. 

Moved,  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  Committee   to 
consider  it  as  to  its  personnel. 
Carried. 

Items  nine  and  ten  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  M(!thodist  Union  was  read 
aiid  adopted. 
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iiion  was  read 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  was 
read  and  adopted, 

Thomas   Argue    moved   the    reference   of    certain    matters 
connected  with  our  Missions  to  the  Committee  on  Revision. 

Ordered,  That  rule  fifteen  of  Rules  of  Order  be  suspended,  to 
admit  of  present  action  in  the  matters  presented  by  T.  Argue. 

Paper  F  was  read. 
Item  one  adopted. 
Items  two  and  three  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  their  fifth  report, 
which  was  adopted. 

The  second  report  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension 
was  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  was   read 
and  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  a.m. 

S.  G.  Stone  moved  the  reference  of  a  paper  to  the  Committee 
on  Revision. 

It  was  referred. 

Thomas   Webster,  J.  Laypock,  E.   Bristol,  and  J.  H.  Hilts 
were  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  That  we  proceed  to  elect  an  Agent  and  Editor  by 
nomination  and  ballot. 

S.  G.  Stone,  D.D.,  was  decla'ed  duly  elected. 

ORDEEEr,  That  we  proceed,  by  nomination  and  ballot,  to  elect 
the  Fraternal  Delegates  to  the  different  Churches. 
The  following  were  duly  elected  : 

To  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — Rev.  B.  Lane,  M.A. 
To  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church— Rev.  E.  H.  Pilcher,  D.D. 
To  the  Bible  Christian  Church — Rev.  W.  D.  Hughson. 
To  the  British  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — Rev.  F.  Chisholm. 

S.  Morrison  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned.     Benediction  by  E.  Bristol. 
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SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER    Itk. 

TWENTIETH   SITTING,  9  am. 

Conference  oi)cned  in  the  usual  form.  Religious  services  by 
J.  T.  Davis. 

On  roll  call,  J.  C.  Pomeroy  took  the  }>laco  of  J.  H.  Ililts,  and 
C.  S.  Eastman,  that  of  G.  S.  White. 

The  Committee  on  Obituaries  presented  their  second  report. 
It  was  received,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the 
Journals  : 

Your  Committee  find  that  the  late  Rev.  James  Ilichardson,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  was  bom  in  what  is 
now  the  city  of  Kingston,  Province  of  Ontario,  on  the  29th  day  of  January, 
1791.  He  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  August,  1818.  He 
commenced  his  labors  as  an  itinerant  in  Yonge  St.  Circuit  in  1824,  and 
joined  the  Conference  in  1825.  He  was  ordained  Deacon,  September  2nd, 
1827,  and  ordained  Elder,  August  22nd,  1830.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
office  of  Bishop  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1858.  He 
died  at  bis  home  in  Toronto  on  the  9th  of  March,  1875,  in  the  85th  year  of 
his  age,  sustained  and  comforted  by  the  power  of  the  Gospel  that  for  so 
many  years  he  had  preached.  "  Mark  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  up- 
right, for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

The  Committee  on  Revision  presented  their  final  report, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  under  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Camp-Meetings  presented  their  fii"st  report. 
It  was  read  and  adopted. 

Report  No.  6  on  Correspondence  was  read  and  adopted. 

Items  six  and  eight  of  Report  No.  3  on  Education,  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  were  called  up. 

Moved  to  adopt  item  six. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  displacing  C.  R.  MuUury  and  yppoiuting 
Nelson  Dollar,  Esq. 

Amendment  canied. 
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Moved,  that  we  further  amend  by  disphtcing  Samuel  Masscy 
and  appointing  James  Aylsworth,  Esq.,  in  his  stead. 
Carried. 
Adopted  as  amended. 

Item  eight  adopted. 

Report  No.  3  adopted  as  amended. 

The  fifteenth  Rule  of  Order  was  susiKjnded  to  take  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Revision. 

F  No.  1  was  read. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  second  item  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Parent  Missionary  Society,  referring  to  the  number  in  the 
personnel  of  the  Board,  be  adopted. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  the  number  be  seven.        .    , 

Moved,  in  amendment  to  the  amendment,  that  it  be  nine. 

Moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  number  be  thirteen. 

The  substitute  was  put  and  carried. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  adopted  as  amended.       ,      .  i  - 

Article  eight  ot  the  Constitution  of  the  Parent  Board  in  the 
Journals  of  1874  was  expunged,  as  per  paper  F  No.  1.  ,  ] 

Ordered,  That  the  blanks  in  pajjcr  F  No.  1  be  now  filled  : 
Rev.  James  Gardiner,  Vice-President.        .'  ;»  f   :i   •  Ij  'I 

The  Book  Agent,  Treasurer.         "     •      ,     '    '    ' 
Thomas  Argue,  Secretaiy. 

Revs.  E.  Lounsbury,  W.  Pirritte,  A.  D.  Traveller,  W.  G. 
Brown,  G.  Abbs,  J.  Young  j  Messrs.  Wm.  Merrill,  G.  11.  Ken- 
nedy, J.  C.  Huffman.  t  . 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  was  recom- 
mitted, was  again  taken  up.  , 

Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  R.  B.  Donikc  bo  appointed 
Treasurer,  to  rocoivo  all  unpaid  funds,  and  all  funds  in  the  hjindsj 
of'tho  delegates  not  paid  over. 


it 
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Amendment  carried. 

Ordered,  that  the  roport  be  adopted  as  a  whole. 
The  motion  was  pending  at  time  of  adjournment. 

Moved,  that  when  vvc  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  2  p.m. 
Adjourneu.     Benediction  by  I.  B.  Ay'sworth. 


SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER  1th. 

TWENTY-FIRST  SITTING,  2  p.m. 

Conference  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  G.  Miller. 

Roll  called,  and  vacant  seats  filled.  C.  S.  Eastman  took  the 
place  of  G.  S.  White,  and  J.  D.  Bell  that  of  H.  Williams. 

Minutes  read  and  confirmed. 

The  motion  pending  at  time  of  adjournment  was  taken  up. 
It  was  adopted. 

Moved,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Finance  Committee,  R.  B. 
Denike,  be  instructed,  after  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Fraternal  Delegates  to  Montreal,  to  equalize  the  balance  among 
claimants  attending  this  Conference. 

The  report  on  Lay  Delegation  was  called  up  and  read. 

Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  full  calendar." 

Amendment  prevailed. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  stating,  "  Transmit  under  seal  of  hi.s 
T* residing  Eider  a  certified  statement  of  the  voting  for  or  against," 
instead  of,  "A  certified  list  of  the  names  of  the  members." 

Amendment  carried. 

The  first  report  on  Temporal  Economy  was  called  up. 
Moved  to  adopt. 
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Mov^ed,  in  amendment,  that  it  b^  considered  item  by  item. 
Amendment  parried. 

First  item  adopted. 

< 

Second  item  lost. 

Third  item  adopted. 

•  Fourth  item  lost. 

Fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  items  lost. 

Moved,  that  the  report  be  adopted  as  amended.   . 
Carried. 

The  second  report  on  Temporal  Economy  was  taken  up  item 
by  item. 

Item  one  read. 

Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  the  wifo  of  a  deceased  superan- 
nuated preacher  be  allowed  a  percentage,  according  to  the  claim  of 
her  husband. 

Amendment  lost. 

Original  motion  carried. 

Item  two.  Letter  A,  adopted. 

Item  two,  Letter  B,  moved  to  adopt. 

Moved;  in  amendment,  that  it  be  changed  so  as  to  read,  "  A 
single  claimant,  two  dollars  ;  a  double  one,  four  dollars." 

.    Moved,  in  amendment  to  the  amendment,  that  each  preacher 
pay  two  dollars,  and  each  single  claimant,  one  dollar. 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  carried. 

Item  two,  Letter  E,  adopted. 
Item  three.  Letter  D,  adopted. 
The  report  was  adopted  as  amended. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  session  of  this  General  Conference 
be  held  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  city  of  Hamilton,  to  commence  the 
fourth  Wednesday  in  August,  1882,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 
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Report  No.  1  on  Missiontvry  Intorosts  was  called  up. 

Moved  to  adopt. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  tlio  fifth  item. 

Amendment  carried. 

Report  adopted  as  amended. 

The  second  rej)ort  on  Missionary  Intorost.i  wuh  taken  up. 

Moved,  that  it  be  adopted. 

Moved,  in  amendment,  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Amendment  carried. 

The  following  were  elected  membei-a  of  the  Book  Committee  : 
G.  R.  Shepard,  of  Hamilton ;  James  Harley,  of  Brantford  ; 
David  Graham,  of  Claude ;  and  George  Awrey,  of  Binbrook. 

J.  S.  Williamson  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Church  Extension  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Missionary  Board  be  empowered  to  fill 
vacancies  at  its  regular  annual  meeting.  ;.        ' 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  a  committee  of  three  to  edit  a  new 
edition  of  the  Discipline. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Committee  consist  of  E.  II. 
Pilcher,  D.D.,  the  Secretary,  F.  B.  Stratton,  and  the  Editor,  S.  G. 
Stone,  D.D. 

Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Committee  a])pointed  to  edit  a 
new  edition  of  the  Discipline  be  instructed  to  publish  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  General  Conference. 

Carried. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Centenary  of  Canadian 
Methodism  was  called  up. 

F  No.  2.     Moved  to  adopt. 
Moved,  as  a  substitute, 
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Ist. — Tliat  wn  celebrate  the  semi-centenary  of  Canadian 
Methodism  this  year, 

2nd. — That  the  proceeds  arising  therefrom  in  the  Bay  Quinto 
Annual  Conference  be  applied  to  the  Kingston  Church. 

3rd. — That  A.  D.  Traveller  he  appointed  ngent,  to  travel  at 
large  through  said  Conference  to  solicit  funds. 

4th. — That  all  the  charges  be  rc(piested  to  give  all  the  aid  in 
their  power  to  raise  funds  for  this  purpose. 

Substitute  carried. 

Moved,  that  the  Presiding  Elders  of  the  different  Annual 
Conferences  be  a  Committee  to  draft  a  programme,  and  effect 
arrangements  to  celebrate  the  semi-centenary  of  Canadian  Meth- 
odism :  J.  Gardiner,  to  be  chairman  )f  the  Committee  for  the 
Niagara  Conference ;  W.  Pirritte,  tho  Ontario ;  and  A.  D. 
Traveller,  for  the  Bay  of  Quinte. 

CaiTied. 

Resolvkd,  That  a  general  Sabbath  School  Parliament  for  the 
whole  Church  be  held  on  the  St.  Lawrence  Central  Camp-Ground, 
A.D.,  1879;  and  that  C.  G.  Scott,  of  Strathroy;  Seymour  Bell, 
of  Picton  ;  and  J.  R.  Jaques,  D.D  ,  of  Belleville,  be  a  Committee 
to  make  all  necessary  preparation  for  said  Parliament,  and  fix 
the  time  for  its  being  held.     Dr.  Jaques  to  be  the  convener. 

On  motion,  rule  fifteen  was  suspended  to  receive  and  act  upon 
a  paper  touching  provision  for  a  General  Conference  Secretary 
and  his  duties,  which  was  presented  by  Dr.  Badgley. 

On  motion,  it  was  adopted. 

Report  No.  2  on  Education  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Moved,  that  Bishop  Carman,  Dr.  Jaques,  B.  Lane,  M.A.,  and 
the  Secretary,  be  a  Committee  to  represent  the  General  Conference 
in  Addresses  to  Earl  Dufferin  and  the  Marquis  of  Lome. 

Carried. 


Report  No.  G  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  read  and  adopted. 
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Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  scision  be  lengthened. 
Carried. 

The  report  of  the  Conin.Ltee  on  Evangelists  and  their  Relation 
to  the  Church  was  read  and  adopted. 

Acting  under  the  suspension  of  rule  fifteen,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  second  Answer,  on  page  15  of  the  Joui-nals 
(tf  the  General  Conference,  be  retained  in  the  Discipline. 

Report  No.  2  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  was  called  up 
and  considered  item  by  itcku. 

Item  one  lost. 

Item  two  adopted. 

Item  three  lost. 

Item  four  adopted. 

Item  five  adopted,. 

Item  six  adopted. 

Report  adopted  as  amended. 

Report   No.    4   of  the   Commiltecj   on    Revision  was    read, 
amended,  and  adopted. 

Report  No.  3  of  the  Committee  on  Re\ision  was  road,  and 
taken  up  item  by  item. 

First  item  carried. j 

Ordered,  That  the    Editing   Committee  be   empowered    to 
arrange  the  wording  of  the  Discipline  so  as  to  harmonize  therewith. 

Second  item  read,  and,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Report  adopted  as  amended. 

Report  No.  5  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  was  called  up 
and,  on  motion,  was  adopted,  with  a  provision. 

Moved,  that  the  matter  of  procuring  ohoit  forms  of  deeds  be 
r(  ferred  to  the  Cou)mittee  on  Incorporation. 
Carried. 
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Report  No.  2.  of  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions  was  read 
and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was  read,  and, 
,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was  called  up. 
Moved  and  seconded,  that  all  the  report,  except  that  relating 
to  appeals,  be  adopted,  and  p'lt  on  file. 
Carried. 

Moved,  that  Rev.  Dr.  Pilcher  be  associated  with  the 
Delegate  of  this  General  Conference  to  the  Methodist  Ei)lscopal 
Church. 

Carried. 


Moved  by  I.  B,  Aylsworth,  LL  D.,  seconded  by  Dr.   Stone, 


and 


RejolVed,  1.  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are 
due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Rev.  F.  B.  Stratton  for  his  very 
arduous  labors  and  efficient  services  as  Secretary  of  this  Con- 
ference. 

2.  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are  due  and 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Rev.  Bidwell  Lane,  M.A.,  for  his  kind  at- 
tention and  care  in  providing  us  si.v.h  comfortable  homes  during 
the  session  of  this  Conference. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Stone,  seconded  by  George  Abbs,  and 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conforenc(j 

that  the  usual  notice  of  Quarterly  Meetings  should  not  havo  more 

than  three  insertions  in  the  Advocate, 

Moved  by  Dr.  Aylsworth,  seconded  by  W.  IL  Graham,  and 
Resolved,  That  we  express  our  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  Bishop  Carman,  D.D.,  has 
presided  over  this  session  of  the  General  Conference. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Pilcher,  seconded  by  F.  B.  Stratton,  and 
Resolved,  That  the  Editing  Conmiitteo  be  and  are  hereby 

authorized  to  make  any  grammatical  changes  in  the  new  Discii>Iiii(» 

that  may  be  required  for  accuracy. 
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Hesolved,  That  we,  as  members  of  this  General  Conference, 
hereby  desire  to  tender  our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  members  of 
his  congregation,  and  our  friends  in  the  city  of  Belleville,  for  their 
kindness  and  hospitality  during  our  stay  amongst  them  j  and 
further,  to  express  our  thanks  to  those  who  provided  such  a  treat « 
as  was  offered  us  in  the  excursion  on  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  as  also  the 
grand  tea  in  the  basement  last  evening,  and  that  this  resolution  be 
read  from  this  pulpit  to-morrow  morning. 

Moved  by  I.  B.  Aylsworth,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  seconded  by  8.  0. 
Stone,  and 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  tender  its  tlianka  to  Rev.  E. 
H.  Pilcher,  D.D.,  for  his  diligent  and  valuable  services  at  this 
General  Conference  ;  and  that  because  of  his  matured  judgment, 
long  experience,  and  eminent  abilities,  we  esteem  him  as  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  our  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bisbop,  the  preacher  in  charge  where  the 
next  General  Conference  shall  be  held,  and  two  Presiding  Elders 
whom  the  Bishop  may  select,  shall  be  a  Committee  to  provide 
speakers  for  public  meetings  on  Education,  Mission  Work,  Church 
Extension,  Temperance,  and  as  far  ns  practicable,  for  Divine 
Service  at  its  next  session ;  said  speakers  to  bo  notified  of  the 
gime  at  least  three  months  prior  to  its  being  convened. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  due,  and 
are  hereby  tendered  to  the  various  Railway  Companies  for  their 
favors  to  us,  in  granting  reduced  rates  to  the  Delegates  and 
visitors  of  this  body  over  their  respective  roads;  and  that  the 
Secretary  forwaxxl  a  coi)y  of  tlie  s^me  to  the  proper  representatives 
of  these  roads. 

The  journals  of  this  sitting  were  reud  and  confirmed. 

After  singing,  prayer  was  otiercd  and  the  benediction  pro- 
nounced by  the  Bishop,  when  the  Conference  adjourned. 

,  F.  B.  STKATTON, 

Secretary  of  Gen.  Cuiif. 


NoTK.— As  tlic  Bishop  prcsitlcd  over  all  the  sittings  of  thcCoiifcrcncP, 
his  name  is  not  repcatcil  in  the  daily  reports, 


THE    BISHOP'S    ADDRESS. 


I  Conference, 


^0  the  Relegates  of  the  Jlunual  Coufcrcm-es  o!  the  JHethobiat 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canalia,  in  ©eueral  Conference  a0- 
ecmblel)  : 

Brethren  Beloved  :  But  for  perturbations  and  irregulari- 
ties, this  were  the  thirteenth  regular  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada.  However,  as — according 
to  the  notions  of  some  veiy  nice  people,  calm  and  regular  as  the 
chiselled  marble,  and  often  about  as  dead — Methodism,  at  its  start 
in  England,  was  an  irregularity,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America  perpetrated  some  mon- 
strous irregularities  ;  and  as  it  gets  credit,  and  sometimes  likes  to 
give  itself  credit  for  such  a  spirit  in  its  operations,  such  a  genius 
in  its  institutions  as  seizes  the  irregularities  with  power,  and  with 
wisdom  adapts  them  to  its  work,  we  need  not  bo  surprised  if  this 
is  not  the  thirteenth  Regular  General  Conference  of  our  Church, 
us  in  due  course  and  under  ordinance,  and,  I  had  almost  said, 
under,  compact  it  ought  to  be.  Nor  need  we  be  disconcerted  if,  in 
any  degi'ee,  the  chronological  line  of  the  quadrennial  succession  is 
dim  or  tangled  in  the  chaos  of  disruptions  and  organizations. 
Nevertheless  of  this  we  may  rest  assured — the  legislative  and  ad- 
ministrative functions  of  an  ecclesiastical  vitality  are  readily 
traceable  in  the  effectual  uniting  of  sundered  members  ;  and  the 
evidences  of  a  continuous  and  vigorous  life  are  marked  in  the 
healing  of  grievous  wounds  and  in  the  growth  and  increasing 
btrength  of  the  body. 

In  1824,  what  was  called  the  Canada  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chvirch  was  organized  :  another  shoot  of  the 
vine  planted  by  John  Wesley  and  his  people  in  North  America ; 
that  vine  whose  outreaching  arms  and  spreading  branches  are  fast 
offering  tlie  fruit  of  the  glorious  Gospel  to  all  nations.  Up  to  this 
date,  the  Methodism  of  this  country,  in  its  administration  as  well 
us  in  its  legislation,  was  under  the  direction  of  the  parent  body  in 
the  United  States — a  relation  both  seemly  in  its  filial  attachiuents 
and  etloctive  in  its  parental  supervision  and  support,  since,  from 
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functions  for  Canadian  Methodism  camo  across  (ho  national 
houndarios  in  1828,  as  the  administration  had  in  1824,  and  took 
np  their  residence  in  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada.  In  the  arrangements  then  made 
and  in  the  regularly  enacted  Discipline  of  1829,  it  was  oidainod 
that  "  the  first  Genenil  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada  s^all  be  held  the  last  Wednesday  in  August,  in 
1830,  in  Belleville,  and  henceforward,  once  in  four  years,  at  such 
times  and  in  such  places  as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  the  General  Con- 
ference." Had  that  rule  been  carried  out,  and  tlie  Discipline  of 
1829,  framed  under  the  compact  of  1828,  duly  observed,  it  is  easily 
Hoen  this  had  been  the  thirteenth  Regular  Session  of  onv  General 
Conference.  But,  from  1830  to  1833,  sessions  o'  the  General 
Conference  were  sometimes  held  in  connection  with  the  Annual 
Conferences,  and  their  limits  were  not  always  well  defined. 

After  tlie  events  of  1833,  our  General  Conference — the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada — "Such 
as  it  was,"  say  gainsayers  and  critics ;  **  Such  as  it  was,"  reply  we, 
who  cry  out  with  thanksgiving, "  Behold  what  God  hath  wrought"— 
held  a  session  at  Trafalgar — now  Palermo — in  June,  i835,  at 
which  John  Reynolds  was  elected  and  ordained  Bishop — the  first 
General  Superintendent  or  Bishop  consecrated  under  the  compact 
of  1828.  Yes,  "such  as  it  was."  Nevertheless,  it  was  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  ; 
necessitated  and  entitled  to  exercise  the  functions  of  such  a  Confer- 
ence— that  is,  if  tfisre  ever  xoaa  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada,  or  if  there  ia  one  to-day.  A  special  General  Conference 
was  called  at  Yonge  Street,  in  June,  1837.  A  regular  session  was 
held  in  Sophiasburg,  in  September,  1839  ;  and  another  in  Sidney, 
in  1843.  At  this  last,  the  work  was  divided  into  two  Annual 
Conferences — the  Niagara,  and  the  Bay  of  ^uinte.  At  a  special 
General  Conference  in  Hope,  in  October,  1845,  John  Alley  was 
elected  Bishop — but  never  presided,  except  at  the  Conference  that 
elected  and  ordained  him.  This  year  also  the  C.  G.  Advocate  was 
originated  by  Messra.  Webster  and  Iiconard,  an'l  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  of  1847.  At  this  session,  held  at  Brighton, 
Philander  Smith  was  elected  and  consecrated  Bishop.  The  next 
General  Conference  was  held  at  Brooklyn,  in  June,  1850  ;  and  that 
following  at  Belleville,  in  June,  1854.  A  special  session  was  held 
at  Brooklyn,  in  July,  1856  ;  and  tl.e  regular  session  at  St.  Davids, 
in  August,  1858.  At  this  session  James  Richardson  v^as  elected 
and  consecrated  Bishop.  Then  followed  a  special  ^ession  at 
Belleville,  in  June,  1859  ;  and  regular  sessions  at  Cobourg,  in 
1862;  Orono,  in  18G6;  IngersoU,  in  1870;  and  Napanee,  in 
1874. 

Reckoning   from    1828,   we   are  likely  in   our   twenty-first 
General  Conference,  of  which   several  have  been  special  sessions, 
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ever  blessed  spirit  of  the  etei-nal  God,  or  cause  Him  in  any  respect 
or  in  any  degree  to  depart  from  us  and  so  leave  \i3  to  ourselves.  If 
at  any  time  in  the  history  of  our  Church  there  has  been  occasion 
for  united  prayer  to  God  for  help  and  guidance  it  is  to-day.  O 
Lord,  help,  we  beseech  Thee  !  And  if  at  any  time  under  God  there 
has  been  occasion  for  high  expectations  and  glorious  hopes  it  is 
to-day.  The  name  of  the  Lord  be  praised  !  And  so  we  review 
the  past  with  adoration,  gratitude,  and  humility ;  and,  through 
God,  we  look  forth  into  the  future,  inspired  with  confidence  and 
hope. 

The  work  of  any  General  Conference  is  one  of  great  responsi- 
bility,  importance  and  difficulty  ;  and  it  is  as  well  a  work  of  great 
excellency,  great  valor,  authority  and  dignity.      In  our  economy 
the  General  Conference  has  become  distinctly  the  legislative  body. 
It  has  also  reserved  to  itself  certain  administrative  and  executive 
powers  pertaining  to  the  whole  connexion,  as  the  sanction  anl' 
establishment  of  connexional  institutions,  and  the  election,  and, 
where  necessary,  the  consecration  of  officiary.    Originally  measures 
were  proposed,  and  were  carried  about  to  the  Annual,  which  were 
District  Conferences.    Approved,  they  became  law ;  modified,  they 
must  go  the  rounds  till  approved.      Such  tardiness  and  inconven- 
ience could   not  long  satisfy  the   spirit  or  meet  the  wants  of 
Methodism.    The  Christmas  Conference  of  1 784 — the  first  General 
Conference  of  Episcopal  Methodism — was  called  to  consider  and 
accept  the  ordinations  and  recommendations  of  Mr.  Wesley  ;  that 
of  1792  was  called  to  meet  the  demands  of  connexional  legislation. 
And  such    connexional   demands   are  yet  upon   us.      Ei>isccpal 
Methodism  gives  us  solidly  a  connexional  Church,  with  immeasur- 
able capabilities  of  activity,  change,  multiplication,  and  increase  in 
its  societies.    It  enjoys  a  firm  bond  of  union  in  its  General  Confer- 
ence and  its  Episcopacy — the  agency,  and,  in  many  respects,  the 
representative  of  the  General  Conference.     For  our  system  is  not 
hierarchical.    The  Episcopacy  is  not  above  the  General  Conference, 
but  is  of  the  General  Conference ;  constituted  by  it,  and  authorized  to 
do  a  part  of  its  work.  Thus  bound  together  as  a  connexional  Church, 
there  are  common  f.nd  connexional  interests  that  must  be  guarded 
and  secured.     These  interests  the  General  Conference  alone  can 
adequately   protect   and   foster.       There  are   institutions   to   be 
planted  and  maintained  ;  there  are  missions  to  be  established  and 
cultivated  ;  there  are  subordinate  ecclesiastical  associations   and 
agencies  to  oe  started  and  directed  ;  upon  which  the  entire  wisdom, 
])ower,  and  wealth  of  the  Church  must  be  turned.     The  General 
Conference  alone  can  exercise  the  required  authority,  impose  ade- 
quate obligations,  and   make    the   necessary   provisions  in  such 
cases.     The  General  Conference  alone  can  bring  the  entire  strengtli 
of  the  Church  to  act  on  ono  oi  more  specified  object's.      In   the 
movements  of  the  Church,  such  concentration  of  forca,  such  dlrec- 
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lion  of  energy  is  often  indispensaUle.  And  where  the  societies, 
the  members,  and  adherents  of  the  Church,  are  pious,  intelligent 
and  loyal ;  where  they  have  a  just  appreciation  of  the  work  and 
its  varied  enterprises  ;  when  they  are  devoted  to  the  cause  of  God, 
and  the  ecclesiastical  polity  under  which  they  live ;  such  concen- 
tration of  force  and  such  direction  of  energy  are  always  readily 
possible;  and  by  the  good  favor  of  our' God,  gloriously  successful 
This  creation  and  guardianship  of  connexional  institutions  and 
agencies  are  now  upon  us.  We  must  meet  the  responsibilities  and 
exigencies  of  the  case  in  the  spirit  of  men,  and  in  the  fear  and 
love  of  God.  Again,  it  is  for  the  General  Conference  to  fix  the 
rules  of  administiation,  and  to  appoint  the  administrators.  The 
sufficiency  of  these  rules,  and  the  official  conduct  of  those  that 
have  applied  them,  must  pass  in  review  before  this  court.  Bishop, 
Editor,  Book  Agent,  Missionary  Secretary,  with  other  connexional 
•officers  ;  and  the  Annual  Conferences,  Book  Committee,  and  College, 
Church  Extension,  and  Missionary  Boards  must  here  render  their 
account.  It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  this  General  Conference  to 
know  how  each  officer  or  official  body  has  used  the  jiower  entrusted 
to  him  ov  to  it,  as  the  case  may  be.  Further,  the  administration 
of  'tovna  of  the  lower  courts  or  officera  of  the  ecclesiastical  judiciary 
may  be  called  in  question.  A  member  of  the  Church,  or  a  member 
of  the  Annual  Conference,  may  send  up  his  appeal  against  an 
action  that  he  alleges  deprives  him  of  his  rights  or  does  him  an 
injustice,  and  this  General  Conference  may  be  called  to  deter- 
mine in  the  case.  If  any  rights  of  men  are  sacred,  it  is  their 
lights  in  the  Church  of  Christ ;  and  this  supreme  court  of  our 
Church  must  judge  patiently,  fearlessly,  and  impartially.  How 
varied  and  far-reaching  then  the  powers  and  functions  of  a  General 
Conference  !  How  weighty  and  solemn  such  duties  !  But  we 
have  not  yet  mentioned  that  business  of  the  General  Conference  that 
is  ordinarily  conceived  to  be  the  most  important.  We  refer  to  its 
legislative  power.  This  body  enacts  our  law,  regulates  our  econ- 
omy, prescribes  our  mode  of  operations,  establishes  our  courts, 
councils,  and  subordinate  Conferences,  and  defines  their  powers. 
We  must  maintain  the  supi'emacy  of  kiio.  We  must  hold  the  au- 
thority of  the  General  Conference  and  its  enactments  to  be  para- 
mount. Tlie  wise  and  the  dutiful  invariably  submit  to  the  law 
and  its  administration,  even  though  the  former  be  defective  and 
the  latter  be  faulty,  until  they  have  exhausted  the  constitutional 
means  of  supply  and  remedy.  In  all  civil  and  political  relations, 
the  most  prominent  characteristic  of  all  civilized  nations  is  their 
appeal  to,  their  regard  for,  law.  There  is  no  other  safety  in  the 
state.  The  law  must  first  be  enacted  by  the  constitutional  i>r>wer 
and  process ;  and  then,  in  all  cases  of  disadvantage,  harm,  loss,  or 
injury,  the  procedure  for  redress  and  punishment  must  be  taken 
according  to  law.     The  law  is  enacted  in  calmness  according  to  the 
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best  human  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  then  the  accused  is  tried 
under  the  rules  of  the  court,  and  condemned  or  acquitted  according 
to  the  law  of  the  land.  The  parliament  must  legislate  and  the 
court  administer ;  every  council  and  every  tribunal  under  its  pro- 
])er  authority  and  in  its  own  sphere.  Then  loyal,  intelligent,  and 
dutiful  citizens  submit  themselves  to  the  law  of  the  land  and  the 
decrees  of  the  courts  ;  and  if  amendments  or  chanE;es  are  desirable 
they  seek  them  by  a  constitutional  procedure.  There  are  higher 
courts  to  reverse  the  decisions  of  the  lower  courts,  if  necessary ; 
but,  until  reversed,  those  decisions  of  the  lower  courts  are  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  must  be  respected  and  obeyed.  Any  other  course 
of  conduct  or  principle  of  action  leads  us  into  absolutism  and  tho 
Star  Chamber,  on  the  one  hand  ;  or  plunges  us  into  anarcy,  mob- 
law,  and  lynch  executions,  on  the  other.  In  enlightened  and  well- 
regulated  commxinities,  the  authority  of  law  is  always  and  every- 
where held  supreme.  He  who  would  call  a  convention  to  do  the*' 
work  of  the  constitutional  parliament  revolts  against  all  reasonable 
authority,  and  is  a  rebel  in  the  State.  He  who  would  summon  a 
crowd  to  perform  the  solemn  functions  of  a  court  has  little  respect 
for  law,  and  renders  impartial  justice  impracticable.  Surely  it 
must  be  a  desperate  state  of  affaira  to  justify  either  such  a  conven- 
tion or  such  a  mob  !  In  our  civil  concerns  we  all  admit  the  cor- 
rectness and  safety  of  these  positions.  If  the  allegations  be  truo 
for  the  State,  that  confirms  her  verdicts  by  the  sword,  how  much 
more  applicable  to  the  Church,  that  is  commanded  to  put  up  her 
sword  into  the  sheath,  and  allowed  to  bring  only  the  sanctions  of 
religion  and  reason  to  bear  on  the  consciences  of  men  !  The 
Church  of  God,  in  its  visible  and  earthly  relations  and  administra- 
tions, is  emphatically  the  realm  of  law.  Here,  more  than  in  any 
other  association  of  earth,  reason,  conscience,  authority,  order, 
law,  must  prevail.  This  is  the  special  excellency  of  the  Church — 
to  demonstrate  the  moral  omnipotence  of  conscience,  divine  au- 
thority, and  law  in  a  lawless  world  ;  a  world  of  rebellious  anarchy 
and  haughtv  and  sinful  disregard  of  authority.  This  is  the  cen- 
tral light  and  power  of  its  evangelism,  to  bring  all  into  conformity 
with  the  law  of  Christ ;  this  is  its  most  heavily  burdened  and 
oft-repeated  petition  poured  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  : 
"  Thy  kingdom  come,  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
....  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power  and  the  glory  for  ever." 
Authority  must  be  respected  ;  law  must  be  maintained.  Whenco 
it  devolves  most  solemnly  and  weightily  on  this  and  eveiy  Geneial 
Conference  prayerfully  and  carefully  to  enact  law  that  will  com- 
mand respect;  to  correct  any  and  every  administration  that  justly 
provokes  disloyalty,  disregard,  or  revolt;  and  by  wise  Icgislatinn 
to  loud  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  dutiful  souIh  tliat 
fitand  by  the  authority  of  the  Church,  and  through  evil  rei)ort,  as 
well  as  through  good  renoit  cling  to  tIjQ  cojvititution  and  the  law. 
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pure  and  simple — that  is,  that  provision  be  made  that  laymen 
elect  laymen.  Such  a  measiire,  if  heartily  accepted  and  vigorously, 
piously,  and  loyally  worked  by  our  laymen,  would,  I  have  always 
thought,  bring  new  and  needed  elements  of  power  into  our  beloved 
Zion,  and  bear  us  onward  with  greater  energy  to  greater  success. 
I  confess,  however,  to  some  surprise  that,  after  all  the  agitation 
upon  this  question  (in  which  agitation,  as  a  member  of  the  Church 
and  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  I  have  always  borne  a  humble 
part  in  favor  of  the  measure),  the  laymen  themselves  have  not 
spoken  out  more  decidedly  upon  the  matter ;  and  if  they  desired 
such  representation  in  the  General  Conference — which  likely  is  as 
far  as  they  or  we  would  think  for  the  present  of  going — they  had 
not  some  way  officially,  as  by  the  Quarterly  Conferences,  or  j)er- 
sonal  memorial,  or  otherwise  than  by  the  expression  of  a  few  pi-e- 
Bcnt  by  chance  at  the  last  General  Conference,  made  that  desire 
known.  I  am  not  awai-e  that  there  is  a  single  memorial  on  the 
subject  to  bo  brought  before  this  body.  It  would  seem  that  the 
desire  is  mainly  with  us  of  the  ministry.  This  may  be  commend- 
able on  our  part,  for  various  reasons ;  but  the  question  now  is, 
What  is  best  and  safest  to  be  done  1  The  laity,  so  far  as  I  learn 
by  intercourse  with  them,  by  a  large  majority,  say  :  "  We  are  sat- 
isfied with  things  as  they  are  :  wo  are  not  oppressed  or  anxious  : 
the  veto  power  is  all  we  desire  :  ;t  secures  us  all  we  want."  And 
very  many  say  :  "  We  cannot  work  Lay  Representation  ;  it  is  too 
cumbersome  and  expensive."  But  the  ministers  say  :  "  Brethren, 
we  want  your  advice  in  our  councila,  and  your  help"  (they  mean 
co-operation  and  money)  "  in  our  work.  We  want  to  carry  on  the 
Lord's  work  with  more  united  strength  and  energy."  Hence,  it 
seems  to  me,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  might  be  wise  to 
frame  a  measure  as  above  suggested,  and  make  it  law  and  opera- 
tive on  this  contingency  alone — that  is,  if  the  brethren  in  two- 
thirds  or  three-quarters  of  the  Quarterly  Conferences  will  accept 
sucli  representation  and  meet  its  demands.  If  so,  such  represen- 
tation could  take  effect  in  the  next  General  Conference.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  law  and  its  opportunities  would  elicit  the  desired 
activity. 

It  will  also  bo  remembered  that  the  Napanee  General  Con- 
ference of  187-4  ordained  a  Missionary  Society  for  the  Church, 
constituted  a  Missionary  Board,  and  appointed  a  Missionary  Sec- 
retary. The  work  of  the  Society,  the  proceedings  of  the  Board, 
and  the  operations  of  the  Secretary  will  no  doubt  duly  appear  be- 
fore the  Conference  in  the  proper  reports.  The  whole  field  will 
unquestionably  be  carefully  canvasser,  and  such  measures  taken 
as  shall  secure  the  efficiency  and  promote  the  interests  of  our  Mis- 
sionary work.  This  must  be  done.  The  demand  is  imperative. 
Care  must  be  taken  and  wise  direction  given.  But  that  of  which 
••.vo  would  sjwak  now  more  particularly  is  that  the  Missionary  So- 
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Subsequent  to  tlio  last  Gonoral  Conference,  a  movement  was 
set  on  foot  to  establish  a  Tadies'  College,  under  tlie  care  of  our 
Cliuirli,  at  St.  Thonuia,  Ontiirio.  The  jjroject  was  heartily  encour- 
aged by  the  citizens  of  that  town,  e.specially  by  certain  lil)eral  and 
])ublic-si)irited  gentlemen  of  influence  and  wealth,  and  on  its  sub- 
mission to  tlie  Annual  Conferences  was  cheoifully  sanctioned  by 
them,  and  is  under  their  fostering  care  to  this  day.  An  Act  of 
Incoiporation,  under  the  title  of  Alma  College,  was  obtained  from 
the  I'arliament  of  Ontario- — a  cojiy  of  which  is  heroby  submitted, 
along  with  the  Act  incor])orating  the  Missionary  Society — a 
Board  organized,  plan  of  building  adoj)tcd,  site  chosen,  silbscription 
opened  and  prosecuted,  and  now  the  building,  a  magnificent  struc- 
ture, is  in  course  of  erection,  and  is  under  contract  to  be  ready  for 
use  in  August,  1879.  The  report  of  the  Alma  College  Board  will, 
we  ti'ust,  j)ut  the  Conference  in  full  possession  of  all  the  required 
information  upon  this  business.  And  it  is  earnestly  desired  by 
the  Board  and  the  promoters  of  the  enterprise  that  this  General 
Conference  shall  look  carefully  into  it,  give  such  directions  as  it 
may  deem  proper,  and  take  such  steps  as  in  its  wisdom  shall  aj)pear 
necessary  fully  to  identify  the  Alma  College  with  the  educational 
enterprises  of  the  Church  and  insure  its  success  for  the  benefit  of 
our  coimtry,  and  as  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  work  of  the  Gospel 
to  the  glory  of  God,  Reports  will  also  be  in  hand  from  the  Board 
and  oflicers  of  our  prized  and  cherished  educational  establishment 
of  years  of  standing  and  successful  labor  in  this  department  of  our 
work — from  Albert  University,  Albert  College,  and  the  Alexandra 
College  :  such  reports  as  shall  show  that  our  God  has  blessed  these 
agencies  with  a  great  success.  For  this  we  render  glory  to  His 
holy  name,  and  trust  that  such  liberal  measures  shall  be  devised 
an(l  executed,  especially  in  this  centenary  year  of  Canadian  Meth- 
odism, as  vshall  secure  to  these  and  to  our  entire  educational  work 
large  resources  of  power  and  the  means  of  higher  and  grander  suc- 
cc«s.     And  again  we  will  ascribe  to  God  all  the  glory  ! 

Probably  most  appropriately  in  this  connection  we  may  make 
mention  of  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  records  or  tradition  can  guide 
us,  the  first  Methodist  Society  in  Canada  was  formed  in  Augusta,  in 
the  year  1778, by  Episcoj)al  Methodist  people — the  Emburys,  Hicks, 
et  al,  from  New  York.  Also  of  that  other  important  historical  fact, 
that  in  1828,  as  already  affirmed,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada  was  duly  organized  by  authority  from  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  So,  whether  we  regard  this 
year  1878  as  a  centenary  or  a  jubilee,  it  is  well  worth  our  cele- 
brating in  a  spirit  of  gratitude  and  thank-offering  to  God,  the  God 
of  our  fathers,  for  all  His  mercies  to  us,  not  only  great,  but  num- 
berless. It  is  meet  and  right  that  this  General  Conference  should 
take  the  initiative,  and  that  the  entire  Church  should  be  moved  to 
liberality  to   our  institutions,  and  thank-offerings  to  God  by  our 


64 


>:     I 


fi'i      '    !  ."    ! 


il    ■    ■(! 


i 


■'"WJNALS  OP  Til,.  „ 


earJv  I'nf^  li        "^i^^e  here      Tj,- 

"npson  and  Ames  anS    !?  ^  circular  Jetfp!^    •     Pleasure,  to  kv 

may  b.*""*  '^P""-'  intiST"'  'PP'"''>''=d^a"  w^'"'     Your  ow" 
"V  be  ascertained  vhT^  ""'  '"^sion  of  tte  ^"P^n^*  in  1874      ' 
an  organic  union  or7uij"°S'''^«,  if  anv  I.      ^'^'"'ftrenoe  tliaV  ,■? 

■      ^*  a  glance,  the 


iCE, 

fouhb  be  taken 
'  prompt  action 

PPropriate  and 
mt  body,  under 
fchodist  Episco- 
'ssembJy  of  all 

inclthe  honors 
id-wide  Metli- 
•Jeasure,  to  lay 
d  >7  Bishops 
mifctee  on  an 
*he  General 
'  last  session 
neral  Coafer- 
^yectwiJI  re- 
yow  wisdom 
Your  own 
'ee  in  1874, 
ence  that  it 
lade  toward 
phere  seems 
>iscopai  and 
come   by  a 
"  ir  Episco- 
with  the 
PoFsibly 
■  and  aid 
steps  to 
'1-     But 
utmost 
with  the 
e  feJlow- 
ect  shall 
'«  gospel 
i  and  in 
"noil  of 
ding  of 
ity,  to 
*f  those 

s,  may 
more 
3ngth, 
y  and 
chool 
the 


M.  E.  CHURCH    IN  CANADA. 


65 


our 
e 

ve 
I'e 
ird 
le 

V 

te 


immense  impoitance  of  this  subject  is  seen.  What  we  want  is 
greater  energy  and  uniformity  in  our  operations,  and  greater 
accuracy  in  our  annual  Sabbath-School  returns.  We  all  know 
how  unsatisfactory  are  the  Sabbath- School  reports  fiom  the  Circuits 
to  the  Annual  Conferences.  We  all  know  there  are  many  of  our 
societies  that  should  have  vigorous  Sabbath-Schools  that  are  with- 
out them.  True,  much  of  this  is  chargeable  upon  the  administrator 
and  the  people.  But  then,  perhaps  a  voice  from  this  General 
Conference  may  stir  them  up  to  duty  and  help  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty.  If  this  will  not,  what  in  the  Church  militant 
will  ]  And  the  admitted  inaccuracies  in  this  department  might 
remind  us  that  our  whole  subject  of  statistics  should  pass  under 
review,  both  as  to  uniformity  and  accuracy.  Akin  to  our  Sabbath- 
School  work,  and  the  retaining  the  interest  of  the  youth  in  the 
Church  and  in  Church  worship,  is  the  subject  of  our  hymnology,  a 
subject  that  is  now  engaging  more  or  less  the  attention  of  all  the 
Churches.  It  miist  devolve  on  this  General  Conference  to  decide 
whether  wo  retain  our  present  hymn  book  or  adopt  another,  inas- 
much as  the  M.  E.  Church  is  changing  its  hymnal,  and  hence  is 
pressing  the  book  we  now  have  out  of  use  and  out  of  print.  And 
since  our  singing  is  so  large  a  part  of  our  worship,  and  it  is  indis- 
pensable we  maintain  uniforinity  therein  in  our  congregations  and 
societies,  the  occasion  is  again  upon  us  when  we  shall  consider  how 
best  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  genuine  worship  in  our  songs,  and 
thereby  to  honor  the  God  we  praise,  to  chasten  the  devotion  and 
heighten  the  spiritual  fervor  of  our  people. 

The  last  of  these  internal  enterprises  to  which  your  attention 
is  directed  in  this  address  is  the  Church  Extension  Society,  organ- 
ized by  the  General  Conference  of  1874.  The  report  of  its  Board 
will  show  that  while  something  has  been  done,  much  more  migl.t 
have  been  done;  and  the  Lord  helping  us,  in  the  future  much 
more  must  be  done.  While  such  demands  are  upon  us  for 
Churches,  especially  in  our  cities  and  towns,  no  eflfort  must  be 
spared  to  increase  the  income  of  this  society.  This  Conference 
may  well  consider  whether  the  machinery  of  the  society  might  not 
bo  simplilied,  and  whether  it  would  not  excite  to  increased  effort 
to  allow  each  Annual  Conference  to  apply  the  funds  raised  within 
its  own  bounds.  In  general,  the  simpler  our  machinery,  with 
effectiveness  preserved,  the  better  off  we  are,  and  the  less  force 
expended  on  the  machinery  itself. 

At  the  last  General  Conference  a  committee  was  charged  with 
the  revision  of  the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  candidates  for 
orders  in  our  ministry,  under  the  examination  of  the  Annual 
Conferences.  A  report  from  such  committee  is  herewith  submit- 
ted, recommending  several  changes  in  the  present  curriculum ; 
recommending,  also,  that  in  the  case  of  college  graduates  where 
omissions  have  been  allowed  substitution  should  be  made.     What- 
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General  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  who  has  proved  himself  to  be 
one  of  the  most  talented,  highly  respected  and  successful  Governors 
of  our  history,  the  Marquis  of  Lome,  an  accomplished  and  popular 
nobleman,  with  Ma  consort  of  royal  lineage,  will  come  forth,  com- 
missioned under  the  hand  and  seal  of  our  noble  Queen  Victoria  to 
rule  in  this  Dominion  in  her  room  and  stead.  The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  everywhere  cleaves  to  the  Gospel  and  strives  to 
maintain  order  in  the  State.  The  M.  E.  Church  in  Canada  has 
ever  been  loyal  to  the  British  throne.  We  believe  and  preach, 
**  Honor  all  men  :  love  the  brotherhood  :  fear  God  :  honor  the 
king ;"  and  we  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  for  the  General  Con- 
ference, speaking  as  for  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Canada,  to  greet  the 
noble  Marquis  on  his  arrival,  or  very  soon  after,  with  a  loyal  and 
patriotic  address. 

The  administration  of  this  writer  for  the  past  four  years  must 
pass  in  review  before  this  Conference.  Deponent  hath  nought  to 
say.  Conscious  of  weakness  and  unworthiness,  he  hath  in  somo 
sense  done  what  he  could.  The  record  is  in  the  churches  and  with 
a  forgiving  Father  in  heaven.  This  Conference  will  do  its  duty  in 
the  premises,  and  without  fear,  favor,  or  affection  will  guard  the 
Church  of  God.  O  solemn  trust !  to  guard  the  Church  of  God  ! 
Who  can  betray  such  a  trust  and  live  2  The  first  year  of  the  four 
was  passed  to  a  large  extent  in  Albert  College  ;  the  remaining 
three  years  have  been  mainly  devoted  to  labors  at  large  throughout 
the  Churches.  We  can  only  give  glory  to  God  for  what  success 
has  attended  so  inefticient  labor.  If  any  success,  to  God  be  all  the 
glory.  The  account  of  monies  received  can  be  furnished  at  any 
time  as  a  supplementary  statement  to  this  paper.  There  are  now 
in  hand  two  promissory  notes — one  of  )$200  and  one  of  $50 — rep- 
resenting  legacies  left  to  our  funds,  the  property  of  this  General 
Conference,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  it.  The  order  in  the  case 
will  be  awaited  with  all  respect. 

And  now  what  remaineth  but  for  mo  to  invoke  upon  ns  all 
the  Divine  blessing  ?  Surely  our  work  is  of  vast  responsibility 
and  importance,  as  well  as  of  great  authority  and  dignity.  Had 
we  only  the  ordinary  Church  legislation  in  hand,  the  interests 
were  immense.  The  enactment  and  promulgation  of  righteous 
laws  are  great  educators,  both  in  the  State  and  in  the  Church  of 
God.  So  it  is  :  the  moral  code,  next  to  the  Son  of  God,  is  the 
greatest  instructor  of  all  the  centuries.  The  law  was  our  school- 
master to  bring  us  to  Christ.  It  is  ours  to  make  and  confirm  law. 
The  Lord  God  help  us  do  it  with  an  eye  single  to  His  glory. 

But  we  have  not  simply  to  lay  down  C(  juitable  formulas  or  niai  k 
out  ]>lain  and  safe  paths.  If  we  do  our  duty  we  are  to  found  in- 
stitutions and  make  them  tlirob  with  life  ;  we  are  to  do  superhu- 
man work  with  very  feeble  human  resource-^..  If  the  Lord  our  God 
lielp  ua  not,  we  certainly  fail,     But  help  is  certain  if  we  call  upon 
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No.  1. 

^0  the  (Scucral   Qloufcrfucc  oi   the  Jttcthobist   (Episcopal 
Churrit  in  Canalia,  ^clUDiUc,  1878. 

The  Address  of  the  Chair  at  the  opening  of  the  session  made 
allusion  to  Almi  College,  an  educational  enterprise  of  the  Church, 
initiated  durinj  the  past  four  years.  It  was  then  expected  that 
before  this  adva-iced  period  of  the  sittings  of  the  Conference  there 
would  have  been  at  hand,  for  the  use  and  direction  of  the  Confer- 
ence, a  report  of  the  Board  of  Alma  College,  forwarded  either  by 
the  Board  or  its  Executive  Committee,  as  was  duly  decided  upon. 
In  default  of  such  report,  which  it  is  hoped  may  yet  appear,  the 
Chair  deems  it  best  to  submit  this  paper  to  the  Conference,  lest 
the  Conference  and  its  Committee  on  Education  may  be  put  to 
disadvantage  for  the  lack  of  information,  to  the  detriment  of  Alma 
College. 

In  the  fall  of  1875  the  enterprise  was  projected.  The  project 
met  at  once  the  hearty  concurrence  of  some  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  St,  Thomas,  the  seat  of  the  College,  who  proposed  a  bonus,  on 
the  part  of  the  town,  of  $5,000.  The  bonus  scheme  was  subse- 
quently changed  into  a  plan  of  voluntary  subscription,  which  was 
believed  to  secure  greater  fuvor  in  the  town  and  interpose  fewer 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  College  enterprise. 

In  the  spring  of  1876  the  Niagara  Annual  Conference  en- 
dorsed the  scheme,  appointed  a  Provisional  Board,  and  invited  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  other  Conferences.  This  co-op- 
eration was  distinctly  pledged  by  the  Ontario  Conference  of  187G, 
and  by  both  the  Ontario  Conference  and  the  Bay  of  Quinte  Con- 
ference of  1877.  In  that  year  also  a  charter  was  obtained  for  the 
Institution  from  the  Ontario  Legislature.  All  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences of  1878  reaffirmed  their  devotion  to  the  scheme — an  edu- 
cational scheme  to  which  the  Church  is  fairly  committed. 

At  the  proi)er  time  a  competition  was  opened  for  plans  of 
building,  the  plan  settled  upon,  the  contract  given  out,  and  now 
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^0  the  General  Conference  of  the  ^^tetholii©!  Orpiscopal  Cluire It 
in  Canabit,  in  (general  Conference  assembled,  |6ellebillc, 
.      IS7S. 

The  Chair  would  respectfully  inform  the  General  Conference, 
in  order  that  proper  anangcmeiits  may  be  made  concerning  Alma 
College,  in  case  that  enterprise  is  sanctioned  and  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  : 

That  for  the  peace  of  our  beloved  Zion,  when  agents  for  Alma 
College  were  sent  forth  to  canvass  for  subscrij^tions  in  the  interests 
of  that  enterprise,  it  was  thought  best  by  your  administrator  to 
agree  with  the  agent  of  Albert  College  Endowment  Fund,  that  the 
Alma  College  agents  should  canvass  only  those  fields  that  had 
already  been  canvassed  in  the  interests  of  Albert  v.  ''oge.  The 
Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  whole  subject  now  reverts  to  the 
General  Conference ;  and  that  Alma  College  having  been  adopted 
as  an  enterprise  ot  the  entire  Church,  as  it  is  hoped,  and  certainly 
and  universally  expected  it  will  be,  it  will  then  devolve  on  this 
General  Conference  to  consider  and  establish  the  financial  relations 
of  the  educational  institutions  of  the  Church,  and  both  sacredly  to 
guard  the  interests  we  have  been  so  long  cherishing,  and  to  foster 
any  more  recently  unfolded  interests  that  may  have  come  into  our 
care.  When  these  matters  shall  have  been  duly  considered,  and 
the  relations  properly  adjusted,  there  shall  be  no  need  whatever  of 
collision  or  friction  in  our  educational  movements.  The  cause  is 
one ;  the  Church  is  one  ;  and  every  true  friend  of  the  Church  and 
cause  will  do  his  utmost  to  promote  the  educational  advantages  of 
ladies  as  well  as  of  gentlemen,  and  to  sustain  the  institutions  that 
may  liappen  to  be  located  In  Western  Ontario  as  well  as  that  which 
has  its  seat  in  the  East.  To  the  careful  r.ttention  of  the  Confer- 
ence and  its  Committee  this  subject  is  prayerfully  commended. 


Conference  Room, 
Aug.  29,  1S78. 


A.  CARMAN, 

Bishop, 
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First  Year. — History  of  Christian  Doctrine  (SheJd). 
Second  Year. — History  of  the  Christian  Councils  (Hefrtl*?) ; 
Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Gospels  (Westcott). 

Third  Year. — The  Inspiration  of  Scripture  (Leo) ;  The  Canon 
of  the  New  Testament  (Westcott). 

Fourth  Year. — History  of  Free  Thought  (Farrav) ;  Miracles 
(Mozley) ;  Exegesis  of  Romans — Greek  text,  with  Whedon. 

IV.  That  by  legislation  the  Annual  Conference  Committees  on 
Examination  be  directed  as  to  the  modes  of  examination,  the  time 
to  be  given  to  examination,  the  standards  to  be  reached,  and  other 
points  that  will  secure  uniformity  of  results,  relieve  the  Commit- 
tees of  a  responsibility  sometimes  not  promptly  assumed,  and 
generally  contribute  to  the  thoroughness  of  the  examinations  and 
exalt  the  standard  of  scholarship  among  the  candidates. 

V.  That  by  explicit  declaration  and  legislation  the  mind  f 
the  General  Conference  on  the  usage  of  allowing  school  years,  pu  : 
and  simple,  to  be  credited  on  Conference  probation,  be  made 
known. 

All  of  which,  it  is  desired,  should  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education  or  other  canvassing  body,  that  the  whole  Bu^'jecfc 
may  come  properly  in  review  before  the  Conference. 


With  respect,  etc.. 


Belleville,  Aug.  29,  1878. 


A.  CARMAN, 

Bishop. 
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PART    II. 


REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ADDRESS  TO 
THE  GOVERNOR-GENERAL 


^0  |)iff  CxtdUufjj  the  llight  DonorjibU  Carl  Jluffcrin, 
^.C|J.,  tic,  (!5o\)tx\\0K-(Bt\\ixni  o(  iht  |)oininiou  of 
Crtuabs,  tic,  tU.,  tU. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  : 

The  Geueral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada,  in  regular  quadrennial  session  assembled,  at  Belleville, 
September  5th,  1878,  hereby  resolved  to  offer  to  your  Excellency, 
on  the  eve  of  your  departure  from  our  Dominion,  the  renewed 
assurances  of  the  unabated  loyalty  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada  to  the  throne  and  government  of  her  Majesty 
our  noble  Queen  Victoria;  of  its  undiminished  respect  for  her  person 
and  character,  ever  rejoicing  that  the  virtues  of  her  life  outshine 
the  jewels  of  her  crown  ;  and  of  the  unceasirg  and  fervent 
prayers  of  oiir  ministers  and  people  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
prosperity  and  peace  of  her  realm,  and  for  her  own  safety  and  hap- 
piness. 

The  General  Conference  desires  further  to  attest  to  your 
Excellency  its  admiration  and  cordial  approbation  of  the  adminis- 
trative and  representative  conduct  and  career  of  your  Excellency 
in  this  Dominion.  In  our  view,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  utter  an 
opinion,  you  have  truly  exalted  the  Government  and  rendered  it 
honorable.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  those  constitutional 
governors  and  illustrious  representatives  of  her  Mnjesty  that  have 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Dkar  Katiikkh  and  Ukktiiiikn  : 

Youi  ( ■onunittiio  on  Corn'spotuhuuKt  hi^;;  htavo  to  Huhniit  tho 
foMowinjj  ; 

1.  That  tlolo;^!it«H  boa  ring  tho  (MiriHtian  and   fratiM-nal   j^rc^ot 
in^H    of   this    t'Onforonco    \m  Hont    to    tho    MotliodiHt    K|»i.s(!o|»aI 
('hnroli,  tho  ('.inada  MotliodiHt  ('hurdi,  tho  Priniitivo   Mothodist 
Churoh,  tho   Hihlo  ChriHtian  (Jhurch,  and  tho   Hritish   MothodiHl 
KpiHcopal  Chiuch. 

2.  That  this  (V)iif\u'onco  proocod  at  ono((  to  tho  (>l(«otion  of  two 
Ki'utcrnal  l)(dogatoH  to  tho  (knada  MothodtHt  Chundi  and  ono  Ki.t- 
torniil  I)oh\nato  to  caoh  of  tho  othor  aforosaid  dhurohca. 


Kespoctftdly  Hubndtted, 


K.   I.  Hadcilky, 

tSccrrfari/. 

(^OMMITTKE    KOOMS,  ) 

«opt.  a,   1878.       I" 


J.   1{.  JAgUKS, 

('hdiriniiii. 


To   the  Oiicncnil   Coufcrcncc  of    the  ^HethoMot    (f pi'jcop.il 
Glhiu'cli. 

Dkau  Fatueus  and  Bketiiiien  : 

With  ploasure  unl»  y;ned  wo  liavo  hoard  of  your  prosperity 
through  your  esteonied  itjprosentativo,  tlio  Rev.  Jacob  To(hl,  D.  1). 
Uis  visit  to  us,  and  tlio  addreaa  he  was  conimisaionod  to  bear,  as- 
sure us  of  your  intei'ost  in  our  proHj)ority  and  of  tlio  unity  of  our 
common  Methodism.  The  Uov.  Bishop  Haven  also  kindly  viwitod 
ua,  and  gave  us  brotherly  counsel  and  words  of  cheer. 

Our  work  is  enlarging  and  opening  up  in  all  direotit)ns,  and 
we  are  endeavoring  to  go  up  and  possess  tho  land.  Our  niombtM- 
ship  is  gradually  increasing,  and  wo  are  pushing  our  nussionary 
work  with  energy  and  success.  Wo  have  associated  the  work  of 
education  with  the  ministrations  of  tho  pulpit  and  evangelistic 
labor,  that  tho  cultivated  mind  and  the  sanctified  heart  may  all 
be  consecrated  to  God. 
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cedented  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  in  the  conversion  of  souls, 
the  building  of  churches,  and  ths  enlargement  of  all  our  resources. 
To  God  be  all  the  glory  ! 

Oar  Fraternal  Delegates,  Rev.  J.  R.  Jaques,  D.D.,  Ph.D., 
and  Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  brethren  beloved  among  us,  will  explain 
more  fully  our  prosperity  and  prospects,  and  bear  to  you  our  cor- 
dial Christian  salutations. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  where  shall  we  look  for  more  boun- 
tiful fields  than  those  which  invite  our  united  labors  and  which 
are  already  white  for  the  harvest  ]  In  the  broad  fields  of  our  fair 
Dominion  of  Canada,  sheltered  by  the  majesty  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, we,  as  Methodists,  in  the  words  of  England's  great  captain, 
may  fittingly  "  thank  God  for  this  great  opportunity  to  do  our 
duty,"  and  to  contribute  our  part  toward  making  our  country  in 
the  future  as  it  has  been  in  the  past — the  land  of  the  Sabbath  and 
the  land  of  the  Bible. 

In  the  unity  of  our  common  Methodist  doctrines  oifree,  fall, 
and  present  salvation,  and  in  the  unity  of  our  common  experience 
of  Christian  love,  we,  with  you,  go  forth  to  our  common  work  of 
saving  souls  from  death,  praying  that  the  God  of  peace  may  make 
you  and  us  "  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  His  will — working 
in  us  that  which  is  well-pleasing  in  His  sight,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  forever  and  ever.     Amen." 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  Belleville,  Ontario, 

this day  of  September,  1878. 

A.   CARMAN, 
F.  B.  Stratton,  '  President, 

Secretary. 

^0  the  IJrcsibcnt  anb  Member©  oi  the  |3rim-tibc  Jftcthobiet 
QToufcrciuc  in  (Cnnaliit,  in  QToufercucc  jisscmbleb. 

Dear  Brethren  : 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada  sends  you  affectionate  greeting  in  the  Lord.  We  salute 
you  as  brethren  in  Christ  Jesus,  united  with  us  to  the  same  divine 
Head  by  the  same  vi*^^al  bond  of  an  evangelical  faith  ;  taught  by 
the  same  inspiring  Spirit ',  cultivating  the  same  precious  fruits  of 
righteousness  ;  and  consecrated  to  the  same  sublime  end,  the  glory 
of  our  adorable  Lord.  But  while  we  thus  greet  you  with  the  same 
loving  salutation  which  we  are  prepared  to  extend  to  the  whole 
Christian  brotherhood,  we  are,  at  the  same  time,  drawn  towards 
you  by  a  closer  tie  of  fraternity  as  legitimate  m.embers  of  the  great 
Methodist  household.  We  rejoice  to  share  with  you  the  honorable 
d'stinction  of  descent  from  the  same  illustrious  ancestry,  and  we 
aix  'lappy  to  divide  with  you  the  honoi-s,  while  we  cheerfully  accept 


S:    r  i 


80 


nl 


m 


;|: 


h 


I 


1:1 

■-I 

A. 


» 

■'OlIRHALS   or  THf  „. 


'°S^"'er  the  Jabor,  »    ,  ™''™„.«eE, 

f  on  of  Methodism   «f    '*'P»'isibilities  of  th    .v    ■ 

Vntm\  type  oJ-t?^  '"  ""a'  existence  .„        ^"''"""^  over  tC 
■       ^?fe/o?or"  ?"  ^e teS;f„  --''«-  the  «ooU 

™'  Church  eiiBees  t^f^"™  '"  "le  rapid  m^,'^  "'  ">"■  People  is 

disinterested  wi tnS«esn7r^'^"^  "^^^  this  Ja„d  w  !'"  *^  ^^^  for 
>«;;  ^ave  toiled  in  tl  ^''^  ^^^'  «o«rage  and  «'  '^""^  "°<=  ^^^en 
^^th  admiration    he  1 '^"^"  ^^«««ed  4rk       w'T  ^^*^^  ^J"ch 

'^"^'   the  conscuCfor^     "•^*'"°"^«ttheMe/     r'°^^«"d^^  for 
.^•?«r  distinctive  felr  "^^"^^^^^  ^^ith  whiolT^^I'^^  ^^  Canada 

:;'l!  equal  prid:  atd  ^  it  r^^-«-i'  ir"  ^^^?  ^^-i  A 

of  your  niinistzy,  andthalV^^  ^''o^in..  inteli;       ^  ^^^^  noted 

,     ^  VVhzIe  it  M^ould   hp  „  ^  °^'^e  sustain 

'^jate    with    vou   /,;„       *  ^'■e*^*  Joy  to  us  in  u 

«f  .ti^e  MethcSsm   of  T^'^'^^-tiloT  the      ^''"^^"^^^  ^'^  oele. 

of  God  shall  lead  us  in^%' ^^^^"'^^"time,  and  3  r"°' ^^^^  ^n<i 
affectionate  recoLyJti      ■     ^^"«  Wpy  rea/f^aV-       "  '^^  providence 

.^  f--^'-y  of  cS'anT  '^1  ^^^S'and  ^^^^^^^^^^  T^'  ^°  ^o"  an 
tohc  spirit  of  on/,-M     .  .  Sood  will  •  to  «r         y  ^*^*^^^er<?e  vou  fn 

^-i"-4  'izv';:  "r  ''°'""'^^'  ^^St^  °^"' '« »- 

1°  you  our  Moved  brnthT"".?  *^<'«'>««™     We  h^f  °°  »' "■« 

?  on,  a,r.,  witlrSC'7*'  "f  o*°^oford^°'"''r'^»^S 

Holy  Spirit  „,^™»'   prayers  that  the  onrlh^"''' ■J""'  »««;- 

J-O'"'  bi^thren  in  th^Tov  a  »  ?T'  "'"^^o^""  „nT„  ^"^^  '"'  "'» 

„  .  S'gned  on  hchalf  nf  !?    '^"owshi,,  of  tbeSTJ  "'  '"'  '^""■n 

^i'-,.«I  Church  t'^rna'd":  '""''''  ^•°"'^--  oTS^^l 

y  resident. 


list 


CE, 

inguishing  mis- 

ness  over  these 

aggressive  and 

ifcness  the  good 
ra  and  iniprov- 
fulness.      Our 

are  very  fa.sfc 
the  regions  of 
'  our  people  is 
'Wn  of  beaut:- 
'sed  Spirit  in 
conversion  of 
ing  spiritual, 
le  to  God  for 
ave  not  been 
'  with  which 
ive  observed 
'ntended  for 
s  of  Canada, 
'e  cherished 
I  l^ave  noted 

and  power 

'le  sustain 

6cl  to  cele. 
unification 

al>le  and 
I'ovidence 

o  you  an 
ge  you  to 
the  apos- 
on  of  the 

accredit 
!'jjah  H. 
d  assui'e 
iJleasure 

similar 
atfec- 

of  tlie 

remain 
I. 

lioJist 


?nt. 


M.    E,   CHURCH   IK   CANADA. 


81 


of  the   |6iblc   QThrtstiitn 


'^0  the  |3R0ibcut   aixb  .^embers 
Canfcrencc  in  Caualiit, 

Dear  Brethren  :  •     •       •  • 

At  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Canada,  assembled  in  the  city  of  Belleville  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1878,  it  was  deemed  very  desirable  that  the  different 
branches  of  the  Methodist  family  enter  into  more  intimate  frater- 
nal interchange  of  thought  and  feeling.  And  although  you  do  not 
bear  the  family  name,  yet  your  oneness  with  us  in  distinctive 
doctrines  and  usages  manifest  your  family  relationship,  and  we 
look  upon  you  as  one  of  our  own  household.  • 

Regarding  yoii  in  this  light  we  have  made  free  to  send  yon 
this  fraternal  greeting  in  the  name  of  our  common  Master  and  our 
common  cause.  Enlisted  as  we  are  under  the  same  banner  and 
contending  against  the  same  foe,  it  M-^ell  becomes  us  to  bid  you 
God-speed  in  your  work,  and  we  do  earnestly  pray  that  you  may 
be  very  successful  in  defeating  the  powers  of  darkness  and  winning 
many  glorious  victoriea  under  the  great  Captain  of  our  salvation. 

We  send  to  bear  our  fraternal  greetings  to  you  the  Rev.  W. 
D.  Hughson,  a  brother  beloved  and  esteemed  among  us,  whom  we 
trust  you  will  receive  in  our  name,  and  who  will  make  known  to 
you  more  fully  our  state  and  our  earnest  desire  for  your  continued 
prosperity. 

A.   CARMAN, 
F.  B.  Stratton,  Fresiihnt. 

Secretary,    , 


^0  the  (Seneviil  (gortfcvcuce  oi  the  British  Jttethobiot  €|)i0- 
cojpral  Church  oi  Cauiibit. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

In  this  age  more  than  in  any  other,  in  which  the  Saviour's 
prayer  for  the  oneness  of  his  followers  is  being  fulfilled,  we  desire 
to  send  you  this  our  fraternal  greeting,  in  order  that  the  unity  the 
Saviour  desired  may  be  more  effectually  brought  pbout.  "We  re- 
joice in  the  unity  of  our  race.  As  we  believe,  so  we  teach  that 
•'  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  mon,  for  to  dwell  on 
all  the  face  of  the  earth."  We  hail  you  as  brethren  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  possessing  equal  rights  and  privileges,  rejoicing  with 
us  in  a  system  of  civil  government  that  proclaims  liberty  through- 
out all  the  land  to  the  inhabitants  thereof.     We  realize  fully  the 

grand  ideas  of  "  libertv,  equality  and  fraternity." 
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THE   GENERAL   CONFERENTE, 


We  lejoice  wit]i  von  m  ri  • 

"■ork  wo  trust  Metl/orf.W    ""v""''  «P>'rituality    ^T„       •    ''®'™ 
,  We  praise  tt  Ud  for/f"--"""^  J.er  pJt.      ^"  "'"  S^^"' 

to cfo S wi ,  i T""^"'- ""''"' you^Sn ?'■«'■  «"'  Wood 

Signed,  by  ord^r  «.  i       ,  \  '  '"'  ' ''""  ^'^^  ^ver. 

^'  B.  Stratton,  a.   carman, 

Secretary.  '  ^'resident. 


Cone  at  BelleviJJe,  Sept.  C,  1878. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 


^0  the  General  doufcwiuc,  \S7S. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

The  members  of  the  Book  Committee  were  called  together 
immediately  after  the  General  Conference  of  1874,  by  Bishop 
Kichardson. 

The  object  of  that  meeting  was  to  examine  the  condition  of 
the  Book  Room  and  Printing  Office,  so  as  to  ascertain  its  exact, 
amount  of  stock  and  liabilities  when  it  came  into  the  care  of  the 
newly  appointed  agent. 

Experienced  mechanics  were  employed  to  assist  in  placing  a 
correct  value  upon  the  type  and  material  then  in  the  printing 
office. 

Most  of  the  fonts  of  type  in  the  job  department  were  found 
to  be  worn  and  out  of  style. 

The  stock  in  the  Book  Room  was  valued  at  its  cost  price.  A 
discount  for  wear  and  use  has  been  annually  placed  upon  the  ma- 
terial in  the  printing  office,  and  a  few  hundred  dollars'  worth  ha.s 
been  added  in  now  material. 

The  old  hand  power  has  been  superseded  by  a  new  steam 
engine. 

The  following  exhibit  will  show  tho  amount  of  stock  from 
year  to  year : 

March  1,  1S75.  Stock  in  the  Book  Room '.$1,316  77 

Stock  in  the  Printing  Office ...244169 

March  1,  1870.  Stock  in  the  Book  Room $1678  48 

Stock  in  the  Printing  Office 2478  91 

*  ■ 

March  1,  1877.  Stock  in  the  Book  Room $.3171  ."^S        f, 

Stock  in  the  Printiug  Office 2278  14 

March  1,  1878.  Stock  in  the  Book  Room .$3790  ?8 

Stock  in  the  Printing  Office 2458  52 

In  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Printing  and  Book 
Room  Establishment  of  the  last  General  Conference  is  found  the 
following  instruction  :     (See  p.  28  of  Joumai.) 

"Wo  recommend  the  enlarccmtnt  of  the  C.  C.  Advocate,  aud  tlio 
printing  of  less  advertisements,  as  Tar  as  iwssiblc." 

The  latter  pal t  of  this  recommendntion  has  been  ew  far  nnt 
that  Jio  person  tinds  fault  because  of  too  many  advertisements  in 
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our  Church  paper.     But,  with  regard  to  enlargement,  nothing  has 
been  done,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  In  the  first  place,  the  resignation  of  the  Book  Agent  ne- 
cessitated the  imposition  of  the  double  duties  of  Book  Agent  and 
Eiitor  upon  one  man. 

2.  In  the  second  place,  the  enlargement  of  the  paper  will  in- 
volve  a  considerable  outlay,  and  an  increase  in  the  price  of  the 
paper. 

3.  Also  the  stringency  of  the  times,  which  set  in  subsequently, 
admonished  economy. 

4.  And  finally,  the  Editor  and  Agent,  Dr.  Stone,  has  devoted 
considerable  attention  to  the  development  of  the  Book  Room  De- 
partment. 

The  Book  Committee  have,  however,  recommended  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  this  General  Conference  the  project  of 
enlarging,  impi-oving  and  changing  t)ie  form  of  the  C.  C.  Advocate, . 

The  oflBce  has  been  removed  to  a  more  central  business  place, 
and  this  change  has  resulted  in  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the 
local  trade. 

In  consequer^ce  of  the  resignation  of  the  Book  Agent,  the 
Editor  and  Agent  has  been  allowed  to  use  a  sum  not  exceeding 
^200  a  year,  to  procure  editorial  assistance,  only  _^art  of  which  has 
been  used  any  one  year, 

The  Book  Committee  have  also  been  wan-anted  in  appropriat- 
ing some  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Concern  to  the  benefit  of  the 
o!d  and  worn  out  preachers,  as  required  by  the  Discipline. 

The  Book  Committee  ordered  also  that,  in  view  of  the  large 
arrearages,  the  Agent  be  instructed  plainly  and  repeatedly  to 
inform  preachere  and  people,  through  the  Advocate,  that  on  and 
after  January  1,  1879,  all  papers  not  paid  for  in  advance  shall  be 
stopped. 

It  was  also  ordered  thai,  for  collecting  all  arrearages  one  year 
old,  or  more,  ten  per  cpnt.  be  allowed,  and  twenty  per  cent,  for 
collecting  all  that  is  due  on  the  circuit  or  charge. 

The  Editor  w-^b  ...  athoi ; -"^d  to  limit  the  length  of  obituaries 
and  compress  to  a  ie-y  short  .^nace  the  notices  of  donations  and 
gatherings  of  merely-  Iolo-  interc -t. 

The  Agent  was  aJso  ins.  !ici.';l  to  provide  check  books,  so  aa 
to  enable  the  preachers  to  yive  ic  eipts  to  subscribers  on  payment 
of  subscriptions. 

The  Book  Committee  also  very  respectfully  memorialize  the 
General  Conferenc  concern"  ig  the  advisability  of  publishing  a 
small  and  large  l.)aina'  for  our  own  use  in  this  country. 

The  Book  '  '(niini;^.ee  were  very  much  gratified  to  be  able, 
fiom  time  to  time,  to  commend  tlie  ability  and  efficiency  of  our 
Agent  and  Editor,  Dr.  Stone,  for  his  very  successful  management 
of  the  Book  Concern  and  Canada  Christian  Advocate. 
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As  an  item  of  information  to  the  General  Conference,  it  may 
be  stated  that  the  withdrawal  of  E.  S.  Whipple  from  our  Church 
caused  a  vacancy  which  is  now  filled  by  G.  R.  Shepard,  Esq.,  of 
Hamilton. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  there  were  found 
certain  unadjusted  claims,  which  were  satisfactorily  settled. 


I.  B.  Aylsworth, 

Secretary, 
\, 
Belleviile,  August  30,  1878. 


A.   CARMAN, 

President. 


PUBLISHING  INTERESTS. 


CONDENSED  REPORT,  EMBRACING  ALL  THE  ITEMS  ADOPTED 

BY  THE  CONFERENCE. 


Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  suLject  of  the 
Book  Room  and  Printing  Intercstp,  would  present  the  following  . 

Item  I.— That  the  enlargement  of  the  C.  C.  Advocate  he  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  Book  Committee,  with  a  recommendation  to 
enlarge  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  allow,  and  make  such  other 
improvements  as  in  their  judgement  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Item  II. — That  the  entire  Concern,  printing  and  book  busi- 
ness, be  continued  as  at  present,  under  the  control  and  management 
of  one  person  as  Book  Agent  and  Editor,  and  that  he  be  permitted 
to  employ  such  help  as  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  needful,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Book  Committee. 

Item  III. — That  the  Agent's  salary  be  one  thousand  JoUars 
per  annum. 

Item  IV. — That  the  advance  pay  system,  as  arranged  by  the 
Book  Committee  to  take  effect  January,  ld79,  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

Item  V. — That  we  adopt  the  new,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Hymnal,  and  bring  it  into  use  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will 
allow  ;  and  the  Agent  is  hereby  instructed  to  have  our  in>j>riut 
placed  upon  it,  if  he  deem  it  advisable. 

Item  VI.— That  the  price  of  the  C  C.  Admeati  bo  quo  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  annum,  strictly  in  advance. 
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Ciureh,   under  ?hl     P'°"P«"ty  of  the  PublishrjT  5  °"'  ^PP''®- 

J^.  H.  SHAW 
J^O.  K.  ELLIOTT. 
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'0  rep^^ras^i^rilT  '°  "'°"'  «"»  «fe™a  th!,  ...yece,  beg  kave 
yrhereas,  the  General  r'n.^ 

Whereas,  the  Methodi.f  P  •  '^"'^^  ^'^^ 

-Resolved,  1  — Thnf  +T,    i^  ' 

the    scheme    set    forth    k    ^f""^^^^  C^onference  hearh'I. 
behalf  of  the  Methodlt  Eni  '^'^  ,^°'^^i«ee    actL.   L''^^^  l« 
-d  Ecumenical  Contente""^-^  ^^^"-^'  having  r^fetc:  to  tl^ 
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Committee  of  Correspondence,  to  act  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  in  connection  witli  the 
suid  Ecumenical  Conference, 

3. — Should  the  Coriesponding  Committee  deem  it  neceBsary 
to  call  to  their  aid  additional  counsel,  the  following  brethren  shall 
be  associated  with  them,  viz : — Rev.  J.  Gardiner,  Eev.  E.  Louns- 
bury,  Rev.  E,  H.  Pilcher,  D.D ,  Rev  W.  Pirritte,  Rev.  G.  Abbs, 
Rev.  F.  M.  Finn,  Rev.  W.  Brown,  Rev.  S.  G.  Stone,  D.D.,  and 
Rev.  J.  D.  Bell,  and  the  Com.Tiittee  thus  constituted  shall  be 
empowered  to  act  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  General  Conference  in 
any  matter  committing  the  Cliurch  to  any  definite  action  until  the 
next  session  of  this  General  Conference. 

4. — Should  necessity  arise  for  the  action  of  either  of  the 
Committees  mentioned,  the  Bishop  shall  be  empowered  to  convene 
the  members  thereof  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  may  deem 
proper. 

5. — The  expenses  of  members  of  the  said  Committees  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Annual  Conferences  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


•E.  I.  Badgley, 

Secretary. 


F.  M.  FINN,    : 

Chairman. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  May  28th,  1878. 

Rev.  a.  Carman,  D.D,, 

Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

My  Dear  Brother  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  an  address, 
which  will  explain  itself,  to  be  submitted  to  your  approaching 
General  Conference.  The  Protestant  Methodist  General  Conven- 
tion and  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South 
have  heartily  concurred  in  the  suggestion  for  an  Ecumenical  Coun- 
cil of  Methodism.  I  trust  it  may  meet  the  approval  of  yourself  and 
of  your  Church,  and  that  the  great  event  may  be  realized.  Please 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  and  please  also  have  your  Secre- 
tary send  me  a  certified  copy  of  your  action. 


Very  truly  yov.r8, 


A.  C.  GEORGE. 
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judged  m?iS;fe?'  ^^.^''^disCafc  sSfe  *^  ^^^^^ ^r  4°  sa/d 
responsibility  of'Sttdteof  tif  ^'^P^r^'^CS VeloJl^^'^  ^^  ""^^ "« 
^  "^e«oW,  2    That  «.,  J^    ^^'^'"'''^'«  evangeliitior    °"'  ^o^kand 
•"id  speak  for  and  in  tL   ^^  Committee  is  herebv  pT 
United  States  in  reln^f  f  "^'".^.  ""^  *he  Methodist  Vn^P'"'?^'^  *«  represent 
ttiake  a  full  reDortoTff     *°  ^^''^  Ecumeniil  r  w  ^^"''opal  Church  in  tii« 

•'V?e.o/.2frS^^^^  *«  *i^?ae'n?rarcTn%;rn'  ^^  J''^^*"^  t 

'pondence  be  mj  ;nfu"'®"«'=e83ary  expense,  of!  V.  "^^'^^"ce  of  1880. 

other  religiou^^tl;•itV^.?"Tr ^  4"pei  of^^^^^^^^         '^^  ^-e- 
.,    In  pursuance  of  thi,     .         ^        ""''  P"  3«7.)  ''"*'  ^«^«e«te«  to 

city,  November  i87Rn   ^''^^^  ^^e  Bishops  at  *  .«    .•      , 

.0'^«'-^/««<«r.--TheR«„    a  '^•' ^^•^•' o^  Baltimore 

^«'^.1J.,  of  New  Hampshire 
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Conference;  the  Pkcv.  Park  S.   Donelson,  D.D.,  of  Central  Ohio  Confer- 
ence ;  and  the  IJcv.  Isaac  N.  Haird,  D.D.,  of  Pittsburgli  Conference. 

Lni/iiicn — The  lion.  .f.  W.  Marsliall,  of  Washington,  District  of  Colum- 
Ma  ;  the  Hon.  .lames  Harlan,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa  ;  and  Francis  II. 
Koot,  Esq.,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

The  Committee,  as  instructed  by  the  General  Conference,  has  taken 
the  whole  subject  into  consideration,  made  arrangements  for  correspond- 
ence with  different  Methodist  bodies  in  this  country  and  in  other  countries, 
and  is  ready  to  do  whatever  is  needful  and  proper  to  secure  an  Ecumenical 
Conference  of  Methodism  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  position  and 
work  of  the  people  so  called,  and  the  extent  of  their  responsibility  for  the 
world's  evangelization. 

The  committee  "empowered  to  represent  and  speak  for  and  in  tho 
name  of  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church  in  the  United  States"  would  re- 
spectfully represent  that  such  an  Ecumenical  Conference  as  is  proposed 
might  properly  consider  such  topics  as  the  following  : 

The  doctrinal  basis  of  Methodism  ; 

Tho  itinerant  ministry,  and  other  means  of  evangelization  ; 

Home  missions,  including  Sunday-School  Unions,  and  all  associationa 
for  Church  extension,  and  for  the  culture  and  conversion  of  special  classes  ; 

Education  in  Church  and  State,  and  especially  theological  seminaries 
and  training  schools  for  Christiivn  workers  ; 

Intemperance,  pauperism,  licentiousness,  and,  generally,  the  evils  and 
crimes  of  modern  civilization  ; 

Publishing  houses,  periodicals,  and  tho  use  of  the  press  for  the  world's 
conversion ; 

Foreign  missions  ; 

Perils  from  the  Papacy,  from  infidelity,  and  from  the  desecration  of 
the  Sabbath  ; 

The  resources  of  the  Methodist  body,  in  numbers,  wealth,  culture  and 
spiritual  life,  for  doing  the  work  of  Christ,  and  the  corresponding  account- 
ability ;  and  many  other  themes  of  a  kindred  character. 

That  such  an  Ecumenical  Conference  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  tho 
Church  and  the  world  can  hardly  be  questioned.  It  would  tend  to  har- 
monize and  unify  the  different  Methodist  organizations,  to  break  down 
caste  and  local  prejuilices,  and  to  bind  together  in  closest  fellowships  a 
people  essentially  one  in  doctrine,  spirit  and  purpose.  It  would  lead  to 
such  adjustments  of  the  missionary  work  as  to  prevent  friction  and  waste. 
It  could  not  but  be  extremely  suggestive  in  regard  to  modes  and  agencies 
for  the  mos^i  successful  performance  of  the  Church's  work  of  evangelization. 

It  would,  doubtless,  give  a  great  impulse  to  the  cause  of  Temperance 
and  of  Sabbath  observance,  to  Sunday-Schools,  and  to  all  the  beneficent 
activities  of  the  Church.  The  relation  of  Methodism,  as  a  whole,  to  edu- 
cation, to  civil  government,  to  other  Christian  bodies,  and  to  the  Wf)rld- 
wide  mission-work,  would  certainly  come  to  be  better  understood.  In  a 
word,  an  increase  of  Christian  intelligence,  of  conscious  spiritual  jiower, 
and  of  faith  in  the  redemption  of  the  race  from  the  bondage  and  degrada- 
tion of  vice  and  immorality,  would  without  question  be  realized.  A  more 
earnest  consecration,  an  intenser  glow  of  enthusiasm,  a  more  daring  pur- 

Eose  of  evangelism,  and,  consequently,  more  powerful  revivals,  and  larger 
eneficcnces  in  every  department  of  Christian  endeavor,  would  mark  the 
future  progress  of  the  Church.  Such  an  Ecumenical  Conference  of  Meth- 
odists would,  moreover,  attract  the  attention  of  scholars,  thinkers,  and  re- 
formers, and  would  lead  to  a  discussion  of  the  movement,  and  of  tlie  whole 
Methodist  history,  work  and  mission  in  every  leading  newspaper  and 
periodical  in  Christendom.  Methodism  Jiaa  everything  to  gain  and  nothing 
to  lose  by  this  discussion. 
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Such  an  Ecumenical  fJonforenco  ought,  in  our  judgment,  to  include 
rc^jresentatives  from  tlie  following  organizations  : 

United  States  :  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  Methodist  Church,  American 
Wesleyau  Church,  Free  Methodist  Church,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Colored  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  America,  and  the  Evangelical  Association. 

Dominion  of  Canada :  The  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Canada,  Primitive  Methodist  Church,  and  British 
Aiethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Great  Britain :  British  Wesleyan  Methodists,  Irish  Weslej'an  Method- 
ists, Primitive  Methodist  Church,  Methodist  New  Connexion,  United 
Methodist  Free  Churches,  the  Bible  Christian  Church,  and  the  Wesleyau 
He  form  Union. 

Other  Countries  :  The  French  Wesleyan  Methodists  and  the  Australian 
Wesleyan  Methodists. 

It  would  doubtless  be  wise  to  secure  a  special  representation  of  tho 
Foreign  Mission  work  of  the  different  bodies  taking  part  in  the  Con- 
ference. 

We  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Conference  be  composed  of  clerical 
and  lay  members,  in  as  nearly  equal  numbers  as  may  be  convenient,  and 
that  the  basis  of  representaticm  and  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  be  deter- 
mined by  the  joint  action,  through  correspondence  or  otherwise,  of  tho 
several  committees  appointed  by  the  different  ecclesiastical  bodies  to  be 
therein  represented. 

It  would  seem  to  be  desirable  to  have  the  members  of  the  Conference 
selected  by  the  highest  executive  authority  available  for  that  purpose, 
in  the  respective  Methodist  bodies,  and  that  a  sufficient  jmmber  of  alter- 
nate delegates  be  provided. 

In  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  we  submit  this  whole  subject  to  your 
wise  and  godly  judgment  for  such  action  as  may  appear  to  you  promotive 
of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  and  the  wider  usefulness  of  that  common  Meth- 
odism which  is  so  dear  to  all  our  hearts. 

in  tlie  bonds  of  a  fraternal  gospel,  we  are 


Truly  yours, 


M. 

E. 

A. 

L. 

P. 

I. 

J. 

J. 

F, 


SiMraoy, 
II.  Amks, 

(iiROROE, 

Barkows, 

donelson, 
_  .  Baird, 
W.  Marsha  LT,, 

HARI.A.<f, 

X.  H.  Boot, 

Comnuttee  of  the  (leneral  Conference  of  Meth, 

Epis,  Chitrrh  in  the  United  States. 


C. 
D. 

S. 

N. 


Attest  :  A.  C.  CnoucE,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 


;nient,  to  iucluJo 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OTI  EDUCATION. 


No.  1. 


Your  Comniittee,  to  wliom  was  referred  tlie  eilucatioiml 
iutercsts  of  our  Church,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows : 

They  recomnieml  that  a  public  meeting,  in  the  interests  of 
education,  be  held  during  the  present  session  of  Conference,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Divine  Service  be  instructed  to  make  ar- 
rangements therefor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  SIMPSON, 
E.  I.  Badgley,  Cluiirman. 

Secretary. 


No.  2.  .  • 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

I.  That  candidates  for  admission  on  trial  into  the  Annual 
Conferences  be  required  to  pass  examination  in  the  following 
subjects : 

Common  branches  of  an  English  education  ;  Outline  of  An 
cient  and  Modern  History  (Collier) ;  Bible  History. 

II.  That  the  following  texts  and  work  be  prescribed  as  the 
Course  of  Study  : 

First  Year. — English  Grammar  ;  Composition  and  Rhetoric 
(Bain);  Sacred  Geography  and  Antiquities  (Barrows);  Watson's 
institutes,  Pt.  I.;  Wesley's  Plain  Account  of  Christian  Perfec- 
tion ;  Kidder's  Christian  Pastorate ;  Bible  Doctrines  (Binney's 
Theological  Compend) ;  Discipline. 

Candidate  Deacons. — History  of  Methodism  (Stevens) ;  Wat- 
son's Institutes,  Pt.  II.,  Chap,  i.-xvii. ;  Wesley's  Sermons,  i,-xxv. ; 
Kidder's  Homiletics  ;  Logic  (McCosh)  ;  Sacrament  (Luckey's 
Lord  Supper,  and  Hibbard  on  Baptism,  Pt.  I.) ;  Essay. 

Third  Year. — History  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Canada  (Web- 
ster) ;  Watson's  Institutes,  Pt.  11.,  Chap,  xviii.  to  the  end)  ; 
Stewart's  Active  and  Moral  lowers ;  Fletcher's  Checks,  i.-v. ; 
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Kurtz's  Church  History  to  the  Reformation;  King'd  Priniitivo 
Church;  Sketch. 

Candidate  Elders. — Kurtz's  Church  History  from  the  Re- 
formation ;  Handbook  of  Moral  Philosophy  (Calderwood) ; 
Angus's  Bible  Handbook  ;  Smith's  Old  Testament  History ; 
Bledsoe's  Theodicy  j  Hurst's  History  of  Rationalism. 

III.  Graduates  in  Arts  and  candidates  holding  a  Divinity 
testimonium  shall  not  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  in  those 
subjects  passed  during  their  collegiate  course. 

IV.  No  candidate  shall  be  considered  to  have  passed  the  ex- 
amination for  admission  on  trial  who  has  failed  to  make  thirty -five 
per  cent,  on  the  questions  submitted  to  him. 

V.  Candidates  for  the  examinations  of  the  First  and  Second 
Years  shall  be  required  to  make  forty  per  cent,  upon  the  questions 
submitted  to  them,  and  in  case  of  failure  to  make  the  required  per- 
centage upon  any  subject,  they  shall  not  be  required  to  be  re-ex- 
amined upon  thoE*  subjects  in  which  the  required  pei'centagc 
has  l^een  obtained ;  provided  always  that  a  failure  upon  more 
than  one  half  of  the  question  papers  submittod  shall  make  the 
entire  examination  null  and  void. 

VI.  Candidates  for  the  examinations  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Years  shall  be  required  to  make  forty  per  cent,  upon  the  questions 
submitted  to  them,  with  the  same  privileges  and  restrictions  as 
those  specified  for  the  examinations  of  the  First  and  Second 
Years  ;  pi'ovided  always  that  no  candidate  shall  proceed  to  the  or- 
dination of  Deacon  or  Elder,  except  in  case  of  ordination  for  spe- 
cial work,  until  he  shall  have  satisfactoril}-^  passed  an  examination 
in  all  the  subjects  for  which  he  is  a  candidate. 

VII.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  appoint  a  Chairman  and 
Board  of  Examiners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  all  exami- 
nation papers  for  the  several  years  for  which  they  may  be  ap- 
l)ointed,  to  estimate  the  answers  returned  by  the  candidates,  and 
rcport  the  same  to  the  Registrar,  as  hereinafter  to  be  provided. 

VI TI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  ap- 
point a  Registrar,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  examinations  in  a 
book  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall  be  associated  with 
the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  shall  be  responsible,  under  direction 
of  the  Chairman,  for  the  regular  and  orderly  proceeding  of  the  ex- 
amination of  all  candidates,  and  shall  also  prepare  a  report  of  the 
examinations,  said  report  to  be  duly  signed  by  the  Chairman  and 
Registrar,  and  to  be  by  the  llegistrai  submitteil  to  the  Conference. 

IX,  All  papers  to  bo  submitted  to  candidates  shall  be  for- 
warded under  seal  to  the  Registrar  at  least  thirty  days  before  the 
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tlato  fixed  for  holding  tlio  examinations,  and  the  Registrar  shall  bo 
responsible  to  the  Conference  for  said  papers  until  the  examinations 
have  been  duly  held. 

X.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  order  whether  any  or  all 
of  the  question  papers  for  the  next  examination  shall  be  printed, 
and  provide  for  the  payment  thereof ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Ilegistrar  to  execute  the  order  of  the  Conference  in  such  case. 

Xr.  A  written  copy  of  each  question  paper  for  each  candidate, 
in  those  subjects  not  ordered  to  be  printed,  shall  be  prepared  by 
the  Examiner. 

XII.  All  candidates  for  admission  on  trial  and  for  examina- 
tion shall  meet  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  and  the 
Ilegistrar,  at  ten  o'clock  a  m.,  on  the  Tuesday  preceding  the  time 
appointed  for  the  meetings  of  the  Annual  Conference,  the  Chair- 
man having  duly  given  notice  of  the  same  in  the  Canada  Chnstiait 
Advocate. 

XIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge  of  the 
circuit  or  station  entertaining  the  Conference  to  provide  all  neces- 
sary accommodation  for  the  holding  of  the  examinations. 

XIV.  A  probationer  attending  any  school  or  college,  and 
neither  having  charge  nor  serving  as  junior  on  any  field  of  labor, 
nor  in  any  way  doing  regular  work  under  official  direction,  shall 
not  be  credited  with  the  yeai-s'  probation. 

XV.  Your  Committee  would  rtdpectfully  request  the  I5isho[) 
that  the  Annual  Conferences  be  hereafter  called  to  meet  on  Tluirs- 
day,  instead  of  Wednesday,  as  heretofore,  in  order  to  give  sufficient 
time  for  holding  the  Conference  examinations. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


E.    I.    BADCr.EY, 

ISecrctary, 
Sept,  5,  1878. 


C.  A.  SIMPSON. 

Chairman, 


No.   3. 


Your  Committee  on  Education  bog  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing : 

I.  It  is  a  matter  of  ])i'ofound  congratulation  to  ourselves  and 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  that  during  the  past  (|uadrenniuui 
there  has  been  a  marked  growth  in  the  prosperity  and  iiifiuonco  of 
the  educational  department  of  our  work. 


h      .: 


Si:* 


r 


94  JOURNALS   OF  THE   OENEllAL  CUNFEUENCE, 

ir.  Tlui  College  collections  during  the  quatlrcnnium  luive 
Lt'un  us  follows : 

Niagara  Conference , $2408  23 

Ontario  Conference 2249  43   ^ 

Bay  Quinto  Conference 19G1  51 

showing  an  increase  of  $1801.53  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
four  years. 

The  Endowment  Fund  is  $17,539.78  in  advance  of  the 
amount  j)ledged  in  1874,  and  the  assets,  over  and  above  liabilities, 
$00,434.78,  as  against  .^30,405.88  at  the  above  date. 

III.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  all  possible  assistance 
bo  given  the  College  Treasurer  in  the  noble  work  he  has  imder- 
taken  and  so  successfully  prosecuted. 

IV.  That  the  raising  of  ten  cents  per  member  by  annual 
collections  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

V.  That  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Stone,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  E.  II. 
Pilcher,  D.D.,  be  appointed  members  of  the  University  Senate. 

VI.  Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  E.  D.  O'Flynn, 
Est}.,  be  appointed  as  Trustee  of  Albert  College,  in  the  room  and 
place  of  J.  L.  Tucker,  Esq.,  as  provided  by  Statute  20  Vict.,  Cap. 
Ixxxiv.,  Sec.  ii.  ;  Nelson  Dollar,  in  place  of  C.  R.  Mallory  ;  and  J. 
Aylsworth,  in  place  of  S.  Massey. 

VII.  We  are  pleased  that  since  the  last  General  Conference 
steps  have  been  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  Ladies'  College  at  St. 
Tiiomas,  that  the  institution  is  fast  hastening  to  completion,  and 
that  over  $20,000  have  been  secured  in  subscriptions  for  that 
purpose ;  and  your  Committee  would  recommend  that  this  Con- 
ference take  the  Alma  College  at  St.  Thomas  under  its  patronage 
and  control,  as  provided  by  statute. 

VIII.  We  recommend  the  following  changes  and  additions  in 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Alma  College,  as  provided  by  statute  : 
That  Rev.  J.  Curts  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  W.  D.  Iluglison  ; 
Edward  ilegler,  Esq.,  be  ai)pointed  in  the  room  of  C.  Palmer, 
Esq.  ;  and  that  William  Wallace,  Esq,,  and  Rev.  G.  Abbs  be 
added  to  the  Board. 

IX.  We  recommend  the  agent  of  Alma  College  to  the  favoj - 
able  consideration  of  both  ministers  and  people,  and  urge  that  they 
give  all  possible  aid  to  secure  success  this  commendable 
entriprise. 

X.  Such  stations  and  flolds  of  labor  in  the  Outario  and  Bay 
Qiiinte  Annual  Conferences  as  have  not  jet  been  canvassed  for  the 
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Kndowmcnt  Fund  of  Albert  College  sliall  not  be  canvassed  by  the 
agents  for  Alma  College  nntil  such  time  as  the  agent  for  Albert 
College  has  comi)leted  his  canvass  on  behalf  of  the  Endownien*; 
Fund  ;  provided,  that  said  agent  shall  emjiloy  all  proper  diligenc  ; 
in  the  completion  of  his  work. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


E.  I.  Badciley, 

Secretary, 

September  5,  1878. 


C.  A.  SIMPSON, 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

UNION. 


The  Board  of  the  Sunday  Schoc^  Union  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  having  carefully  examined  the  Sunday  School  work 
throughout  our  connexion,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  wo 
find  there  has  been  a  steady  and  increasing  interest  in  eveiy 
department. 

For  want  of  projier  information  the  Board  is  not  prepared  lo 
furnish  statistical  information. 

The  Board  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  whole 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools,  with 
instructions  to  examine,  and  if  necessary,  revise  the  Constitution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


T.  Ar{!UR, 

Secretary, 


S.  MORRISON, 

Presvlent, 
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I.  Your  Coinniittee  would  report,  that  after  examining  the 
report  of  the  Annual  Oonferences  for  the  quadrennium  hist  past, 
wo  find  an  average  increase  in  the  numbor  of  schools,  ofticers, 
teachers  and  schohirs,  as  follows  :  Number  uf  schools  reported  in 
the  Annual  Conference  Reports  for  1878,  7848 — increase,  Gi  ; 
nixmber  of  officers  and  teachers,  3,012 — increase,  286  ;  number  of 
scholars,  20,997 — increase,  6,G82.  We  regret  tliat  there  is  not  a 
full  report  of  tlic  number  of  conversions  in  connection  with  our 
Sabbath  School  work  ;  but  would  say,  that  so  far  as  reported,  tho 
reports  show  that  a  large  number  have  been  led  to  the  Saviour 
through  the  instrumentality  of  our  Sabbath  Schools. 

II.  That  more  definite  information  may  be  obtained  in  tho 
future  in  regard  to  our  Sabbath  Schools,  we  rocommend  tiiat  tlio 
Annual  Confeicnce  give  a  separate  Sabbath  School  statistical 
report  in  the  annual  minutes,  stating  the  number  o  f  schools, 
oliicers  and  teachers,  scholars,  conversions,  name  of  superintendent, 
moneyj  collected  and  disbursed  and  for  what  purpose, 

^  ;  We  also  recommend  that  our  schools  continue  to  uso 
the  1'      onal  Series  of  S.  S.  Lessons. 

IV.  We  further  recommend  that  Conference  S.  S.  Conven- 
tions be  held  each  year  within  the  bounds  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  bo  decided  by  a 
Central  Conference  Committee,  appointed  yearly  by  the  Annual. 
Conferences.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committees  to  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  such  Conventions.    . 

Y.  Your  Committee  would  add  that  the  report  committed  to 
them  from  the  S.  S.  Union  is  so  meagre  as  to  hardly  indicate  its 
existence^  giving  no  information  as  to  its  workings,  and,  therefore, 
we  are  unable  to  report  anything  m  regard  to  it,  but  believe  that 
it  has  failed  to  do  the  work  contemplated  in  its  organization. 

YI.  We  would  recommend  that  the  portion  of  Discii)line 
committed  to  our  consideration,  found  on  pages  159  and  I  GO,  re- 
ferring to  the  relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Churcli,  etc.,  be 
left  as  it  is  in  the  Discipline. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

I.    15.    AYLSWGIiTIi, 

Chairman, 
W.  Service, 

Secretary. 
C.  A.  Simpson, 

C.    BuilDETTE, 

A.  E.  Griffith. 


CE, 


M.   E.  CllUr.tll  IN  CAKADA. 


07 


H  SCHOOLS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPERANCE. 


examining  tlio 
lium  last  pa.st, 
iliools,  oHlcers, 
Is  ropoi-ted  in 
-increase,  G4  ; 
6  :  number  of 
there  is  not  a 
ition  witli  our 
I  reported,  tlio 
>  the  Saviour 

tained  in  the 
end  that  the 
ol  statistical 
ii'  o  f  scliools, 
I)erin  tendon  t, 

tinue  to  uso 

S.  Conven- 
oral  Annual 
?cided  by  a 

the  Annual, 
to  make  all 

mmittod  to 
indicate  its 
therefoi-e, 
alieve  that 
:ition. 

Discipline 
rid  IGO,  rc- 
^h,  etc.,  bo 


Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  tlio  sul  ject  of  Tempe.- 
anco,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows  : 

We  have  no  need  as  a  Church  to  define  our  position  on  the 
temperance  question  ;  yet,  we  cannot  but  feel  gratified  with  the  fact 
that  a  healthy  tone  has  been  given  to  public  sentiment  in  reference  (o 
the  nature  and  efiects  of  strong  drink  upon  the  community.  Wo 
trust  the  day  has  arrived  for  the  people  of  this  Dominion  to  unitedly 
stand  up  against  the  encroachments  and  destructive  influences  of 
the  liquor  traffic.  Wo  are  glad  to  know  that  the  Government  of 
the  Dominion  have  placed  an  Act  on  the  statutes  known  as  the 
"Temperance  Act  of  1878."  We  urge  upon  our  people  to  use 
every  legitimate  means  for  the  establishment  of  said  Act.  That  the 
question  of  prohibition  is  taking  an  ever-increasing  hold  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  is  beyond  all  doubt.  No  one  who 
knows  anything  of  the  present  currents  and  counter-currents  of 
opinion  that  are  struggling  in  Canada  and  elsewhere  for  the 
mastery,  would  ever  so  far  conipromise  his  credit  for  forecast  as  to 
tioubt  the  fact,  far  less  to  deny  it  absolutely,  among  the  soberest 
and  mcst  intelligent  of  our  population.  The  principle  of  proliibi- 
tion  hf  1  become  a  cardinal  doctrine  of  their  faith,  just  as  the 
principle  of  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks 
has  become  a  carditial  article  of  their  practice.  Yet  there  is  plenty 
to  do  before  the  people,  or  a  great  majority  of  them,  are  converted 
to  this  view.  We  rejoice  to  believe,  however,  that  at  the  present 
rate  of  progress  we  will  undoubtedly  secure  the  victory.  Let  us 
then  work  with  a  will,  having  faith  in  God  and  the  righteousness 
of  our  cause. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  recommend  all  our  people 
to  identify  themselves  with  all  judicious  means  or  measures  that 
are  or  may  be  inaugurated  to  secure  the  prohibition  of  the  trallic 
in  strong  drink  by  legal  enactment. 

A.  E.  GUIFFITH. 
F.  CHISHOLM. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 


Tlio  Committeo  on  the  Pastoral  Address  beg  leave  to  report 
tliat  the  pressing  duties  in  Committees  and  Conference  sessions 
have  prevented  and  will  prevent  the  j)reparation  of  a  fitting 
Pastoral  Address  during  the  present  session. 

The  Committee  would  therefore  recommend  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  three,  to  be  associated  with  the  Bishop,  who 
shall  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  publish  in  the  Canada  Christian 
Advocate  a  Pastoral  Address,  to  be  signed  by  the  Bishop  and  Com- 
mittee in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference. 

T!ie  Committee  to  be  nominated  by  J.  Gardiner. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  R.  Jaques, 

Secretary, 


J.  GARDINER, 
Chairman* 
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REPORT  CF  THE  CHURCH  EXTENSION  SOCIETY 

OF  THE  M    E.  CHURCH  IN  CANADA,  AND  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
MANAGEMENT  THEREOF. 


At  tlie  General  Conference  of  1874,  held  at  Napanee,  the 
Church  Extension  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Canada  was 
organized. 

The  work  of  the  Society  during  the  four  years  of  its  existence 
has  not  been  extensive,  yet  sufficient  has  been  done  to  show  what 
might  be  accomplished  under  more  thorough  organization  and 
with  more  vigorous  effort. 

The  Society  and  Board  of  Management  have  held  regular 
meetings  during  the  interval,  and  have  reason  to  hope  that  their 
work  has  proved  to  some  extent  satisfactory. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  have  become  members  of  the 
Society  on  payment  of  one  dollar,  as  provided  by  the  constitution. 
Only  fifteen  have  thus  identified  themselves  with  the  Society,  one 
of  whom  became  a  life  member  on  payment  of  ten  dollars. 
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The  efforts  of  the  Society  in  tlie  securing  of  funds  liave  been 
chiefly  confined  to  the  collections  taken  up  in  the  various  Circuits, 
which  have  amounted  during  the  past  three  yeais  (no  collections 
having  been  taken  the  first  year)  to  the  sum  of  $528.09  from  the 
Conferences,  as  follows:  Niagara,  $207.94;  Ontario,  $194.11; 
Bay  of  Quinte,  $102.04  ;  subscriptions  from  members,  $24.00. 
From  the  funds  thus  collected,  relief  has  been  granted  to  the 
following  Churches :  Lindsay,  $75.00 ;  Oil  Springs,  $28.00  ; 
Chatham,  $100.00  ;  Hamilton,  $100.00  ;  Renfrew,  $100.00  ;  and 
London,  $75.00.  Expenses  for  traveling,  drafts  and  Secretary'.s 
book  to  the  amount  of  $33.85  have  been  paid,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $16.24. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  amounts  contributed  to  the  various 
Churches  have  been  of  necessity  small ;  still,  the  help  so  rendered 
has  been  sufficient  to  convince  the  Board  that  grand  things  may 
be  done  by  the  Society,  with  a  united  effort  throughov  the 
Church. 

Several  applications  for  aid  have  been  before  the  Board  which 
did  not  receive  sanction,  in  some  cases  because  more  needy  appli- 
cants awaited  relief,  and  the  Board  judged  it  unwise  to  divide  the 
already  small  allowance  made  ;  in  other  cases  the  applications 
had  not  passed  the  Annual  Conference  Boards  and  received  their 
Banction. 

The  Board  confidently  hope  that  this  General  Conference  will 
adopt  some  more  simple  method  of  working  the  machinery  of  the 
Society,  and  also  institute  some  plan  by  which  a  more  general 
and  more  liberal  support  will  be  rendered  the  Society,  believing 
that  the  time  has  come  for  our  Church  to  enter,  so  fast  as  practicable, 
every  city  and  town  within  our  boundary,  and  this  Society,  when 
its  claims  are  properly  placed  before  the  people,  will  be  a  mighty 
auxiliary  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  work. 

All  of  which  is  submitted.     By  order  of  the  Board, 

A.  CARMAN, 
J.  S.  WiLLiAMSor.  President. 

Secretary, 


BEPORT  OF  THE   CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY  OF 
THE   CHURCH  EXTENSION  SOCIETY. 


In  receiving  the  appointment  of  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Church  Extension  Society,  I  supposed  the  duties  not  defined 
by  the  Constitution  or  Discipline  would  be  in  some  sense  discre- 
tionary with  the  executive  officer  of  the  Society ;  but  the  Board 
immediately  assumed  the  entire  management,  and  the  President 
hiis  directed  all  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 
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Tho  Boards  of  the  Annual  Conferences  and  the  applicants 
h  ivc  been  remiss  in  the  form  and  time  of  their  action,  as  prepara- 
tion for  the  Board  of  the  Society  to  act  in  t/ieir  behalf. 

Your  Secretary  found  it  impracticable  to  do  more  than  heart- 
ily to  commend  and  encourage  this  important  service  to  the 
Church. 

The  applications  for  aid  and  the  votes  granting  aid  have  oiot 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  but 
through  the  Board. 

I  hope  the  Constitution  may  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the 
rules  plain  and  practicable. 

JAMES  GAKDINER, 

Cor,  Sec^y,  Church  Ex.  Soc. 

Bklleville,  August  30,  1878. 


u 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  OBITUARIES. 


Your  Committee  find  that  the  late  Rev.  James  KIchavdson, 
D.D.,  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ia  Canada,  was 
born  at  what  is  now  the  city  of  Kingston,  Province  of  Ontario, 
on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1791.  He  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  August,  1818.  JTe  commenced  his  labors  as 
jin  itinerant  on  Yonge  Street  Circuit  in  1824,  and  joined  the  Con- 
fin-ence  in  1825.  He  was  ordained  Deacon,  September  2,  1827, 
and  Elder,  August  22,  1830,  He  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  a 
Bishop  in  the  Si.  E.  Church  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1858.  Ho 
<lied  at  his  home  in  Toronto  on  the  9th  of  March,  1875,  in  the 
85  th  year  of  his  age,  sustained  and  comforted  by  the  power  of  tho 
Gospel  that  for  so  many  years  he  had  preached.  "  Mark  the  pex'- 
fcct  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is 
peace." 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


J.  H.  Hilts, 

/Secretary, 

Committee  IIooms,  ) 
Sopt.  G,  1878.      / 


Hiram  Williams, 
Tiios.  Webster, 
Stephen  Card. 


I  ii 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INCORPORATIONS. 


to  make  the 


Your  Conimittco  on  Incorporations  respectfully  submit  tlio 
following  report : 

I.  That  an  Act  of  Incorporation  be  procured  for  our  IJook 
Kooin,  similar  in  its  provisions  to  the  Act  applying  to  tho  Mo Ji- 
oclist  Book  Concern  at  New  York. 

II.  That  an  application  be  made  to  tho  Dominion  Parliament 
for  an  Act  to  extend  the  Act  incorpoi'ating  our  Missionary 
Society,  so  that  it  may  apply  to  the  whole  Dominion. 

III.  That  application  be  made  to  the  Parliament  of  Ontario, 
or,  if  necessary,  to  the  Dominion  Parliament,  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration for  our  Superannuated  Preachers'  Fund,  and  other  benev- 
olent funds  of  the  Church. 

IV.  That  the  Revs.  J.  Gardiner,  S.  G.  Stone,  Messrs.  E. 
Ilegler,  Esq.,  A.  Harley,  Esq.,  and  J.  Rosevere,  M.P.P.,  be  a 
Committee  to  take  tho  necessary  steps  to  give  ell'ect  to  tho  said 
recommendations,  and  that  the  Bishop  be  and  is  hereby  requested 
to  co-operate  with  the  said  Committee. 

Said  Committee  to  be  convened  at  such  time  and  place  as 
Rev.  J.  Gardiner,  with  the  concurrence  of  any  two  mcmbci-s  there- 
of, may  determine. 

G.  CLARK, 
S.  G.  StonB,  Chairman. 

Secretary, 


CONFEREKCE  CoM. 

Belleville,  Sept.  5,  18 


Room,  ) 
78.  / 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EVANGELISTS. 


The  Committee  on  Evangelists  and  their  Relation  to  tho 
Church  beg  to  report : 

I.  That  they  deem  it  expedient  to  employ  this  agency, 
in  itself  Scriptural  and  approved  of  God,  where  circumstances 
warrant  it. 

II.  They  recommend  that  persons  appointed  to  this  work 
be  members  or  probationers  of  an  Annual  Conference,  and 
amenable  thereto. 
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li: 


III.  That  a  clause  be  added  to  the  Discipline,  Page  G7,  Part 
ir,  Ch.  iii,  Sec,  1,  Ques.  3  (Page  66),  in  the  following  words : 

"To  appoint  one  or  more  evangelists,  on  the  recommeni^uon  of  an 
Annual  Conference,  to  labor  in  our  work,  such  evangehat  being  a  member 
or  probationer  of  an  Annual  Conference." 

J.  R.  JAQUES, 
A.  Martin,  ,  Chairman. 

Secretary, 


:l 


REPORT  ON  CAMP-MEETINGS. 


;^^i: 


if 


We,  your  Committee  on  Camp-Meetings,  beg  leave  to  report : 
that, 

Whereas,   God  has  greatly  blessed  the  institution  of  Camp- 
Meetings  in  leading  many  precious  souls  to  Christ, 

Resolved,  That  as  a  Church  we  heartily  endoi-se  and  are  per- 
fectly in  sympathy  witli  all  the  modern  improvements  in  connection 
with  this  true  and  GcJ-honored  institution,  and  that  while  we 
deeply  deprecate  that  in  any  instance  they  have  been  utilized  more 
particularly  for  pleasure  seeking  and  mental  culture  than  for  imuie- 
diate  conversion  of  men,  yet  we  regard  them  as  furnishing  among 
the  best  opportunities  and  facilities  for  the  quickeniag  of  the 
Church  and  the  conversion  of  sinne'  s,  and  shall,  therefore,  sustain 
.d  encourage  them  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  ends. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  D.  Traveller. 
13.  Bristol. 
J.  Wood. 
>  A.  Campbell. 

'  W.  Service. 

C.  A.  Simpson. 


r : ^ ^ — 
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QUES, 

Ihairmau. 


3  to  report : 
1  of  Camp. 


Your  Committee  on  Centenary  of  Canadian  Methodism  beg 
leave  to  report,  as  follows  : 

That  having  searched  carefully  the  different  histories  of 
American  Methodism,  they  find  that  the  first  Methodist  Society 
organized  in  Canada  was  sometime  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1778, 
which  would  make  the  present  year  of  grace  (1878)  the  centenary 
year  of  Canadian  Methodism.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  tlie  time 
at  our  disposal  for  properly  bringing  the  celebration  of  Canadian 
Methodism  before  our  people  is  so  limited,  your  Committee  would 
respectfully  refer  to  the  Conference  the  question  whether  or  not 
steps  should  be  taken  for  such  celebration. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


F.  CnisHOLM, 

Secretary, 


T.  WEBSTEK, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LAW  QUESTIONS. 


ELLcR. 


'N. 


No.  1. 

Tlic  Committee  on  Law  Questions  met  in  the  basement  of  'lie 
church,  August  31st,  1878. 

On  motion,  0.  G.  CoUamoic  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  E. 
H.  Pilcher,  Secretary. 

Present, — 0.  G.  Collitmore,  S.  jMorrieon,  J.  H.  Andrews,  D. 
Wilson,  E.  H.  Pilcher. 

T'le  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
'arious  (juestions  submitted  to   them,   and    return    the   answers 
thereto  appended.     They  were  adopted,  unlesfi  otherwise  noted. 


I  m. 
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Mi 


■ 

! 

i 


i! 


>  I 


Ques.  1.  Can  a  man  under  any  circumstances  claim  member* 
ship  in  two  Quarterly  Conferences  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Ans.  He  cannot,  except  in  case  of  trustees  of  Church  pro- 
perty who  have  not  been  released  from  their  trusteeship.  [This 
was  referred  back  to  the  Committee.] 

2.  Is  the  pastor  of  a  Circuit  chairman  ex-qfficio  of  all  Circuit 
Committees  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  Discipline. 

Ana.  lie  is. 

3.  Can  a  member  or  preacher  who  has  withdrawn  to  escape 
trial  be  I'eceived  on  probation  without  being  held  liable  for  the  old 
charge  1 

Ans.  lie  may  be.     [Laid  on  the  table.] 

4.  Has  an  elder  a  right  to  administer  the  sacrament  wltliout 
the  use  of  the  prayer  for  the  consecration  of  the  elements  1 

Ans.  He  has  no  such  right. 

5.  Is  it  competent,  when  a  Conference  committee  have  found 
an  accused  person  guilty  of  a  crime  sufficient  to  exclude  him  from 
the  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  to  inflict  a  penalty  other  than 
the  Discipline  provides  ? 

Ans.  If  by  **  other  "  is  meant  greater, — No.  If  by  it  is  meant 
less  than  the  extreme  penalty, — Yes. 

G.  After  a  minister  in  regular  standing  in  Annual  Conference 
has  received  an  appointment  from  the  Stationing  Committee,  can 
he  be  set  aside  and  left  without  work  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  when  no  charges  have  been  preferred  against  him  1 

Ans.  He  cannot. 

G.  Has  a  District  Conference  power  or  right  to  refuse  to 
renew  a  local  preacher's  license,  on  the  ground  of  mere  absence 
from  the  meeting  of  the  Conference,  particularly  when  he  has 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  said  Conference  by  correspond- 
ing with  and  informing  it  of  his  inability  to  be  present  ? 

Ans.  They  have  the  power  provided  by  Discipline.  [Laid  on 
the  table.] 

8.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  question,  Are  there  any  com- 
plaints ? 

Ans.  It  refers  to  and  embraces  only  cases  of  arbitration  and 
non-payment  of  debts.     [Not  adopted.] 

9.  In  case  a  claimant  on  the  Superannuated  Fund  should  loso 
liis  wife  by  death,  and  ho  should  marry  again,  what  effect  would 
his  second  marriage  have  on  his  claim  1 

Ans,  It  would  have  no  effect  on  his  claim. 
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10.  Is  it  the  prerogative  of  the  General  Conference  to  di 'pii\e 
a  regular  delegate,  duly  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, of  his  right  to  vote  and  otherwise  participate  in  the 
pi'oceodings  of  an  entire  sitting,  because  he  is  not  present  within 
the  Conference  chambers  when  the  roll  is  called,  provided  that 
subsequent  to  tlie  calling  of  the  roll  he  is  so  present. 

Ans.  They  have  no  such  right.     [Not  adopted.] 
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No.  2. 


[Laid 
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1.  Can  a  person  bo  received  as  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
in  Canada  while  he  is  at  the  same  time  a  member  of  another 
denomination  1  ..         .      .  s 

Ans.  Yes.  ..^, 

2.  When  a  porso:i  joins  our  Church  on  trial  and  filK  up  the 
time  of  probation  stated  in  the  Discipline,  can  he  claim  full 
membership  in  the  event  that  the  preacher  in  charge  neglects  to 
formally  admit  him  ? 

Ans.  He  cannot.     (See  Dlsclpliae,  p.  79.) 

3.  Is  it  the  prerogative  of  the  preacher  in  charge  of  a  Circuit 
to  decide  the  status  of  a  person  on  trial,  who  has  put  in  his  full 
probation,  without  any  reference  to  the  class  with  which  he  has 
stood  connected  ] 

Ans.  The  question  is  so  ambiguous  that  it  is  difficult  to  frame 
an  answer;  yet  we  answer.  No. 

4.  When  an  expelled  member  of  our  Church  appeals  from  the 
decision  of  the  committee  who  tried  him,  stating  informality  as  the 
ground  of  his  appeal,  has  the  Quarterly  Conference  so  appealed  to 
a  right  to  refuse  to  entertain  the  appeal. 

An9,  No. 

5.  A  request  being  made  by  a  benevolent  society  to  an  Annual 
Conference  for  one  of  its  members  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  an 
ngent,  the  Conference  grants  permission  by  resolution.  Should 
tliis  time  be  reckonpd  as  effective  labor  1 

Am,  It  should  "ue  so  reckoned. 

6  Can  a  probationer  bo  contiaueJ  on  trial  for  more  than  six 
months?  ,         . 

Ana.  Ife  can. 

14 
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connect  himself  with  us,  ought  a  preacher  in  charge  receive  him 
without  bringing  his  case  before  the  society  1 
Ans.  Yes. 

2.  If  a  superannuated  minister  should  become  a  widower  and 
marry  again,  would  his  second  wife  sustain  the  same  relation  to 
the  Superannuated  Fund  that  the  first  held  ] 

Ans.  No. 

3.  Is  a  probationer  in  an  Annual  Conference  a  member  of 
the  District  Conference  within  the  District  where  he  laboi-s,  and 
in  case  of  alleged  imqiorality  by  whom  is  the  process  of  irial  to 
commence,  and  before  what  tribunal  must  ho  appear  ] 

Ans.  The  District  Conference. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

O.  G.  COLLAMORE, 

E.  H.   PiLCIIER, 

Secretary. 


Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


Vour  Commitice  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report,  as   allows  : 
NIAGARA    CONFERENCE    COLLECTIONS. 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT. 


Hamilton ^3  87 

Ancaster (Paid)  2  25 

Barton "  2  00 

Flamboro' 5  00 

Beverly 6  10 

Brant 4  50 

Saltfleet (Paid)  2  00 

Smithville 3  20 

Cttuboro' (Paid)  1  00 


Dunnville (Paid)  fO  00 

Pelham 2  50 

St.  Davids (Paid)  2  00 

Welland "  2  00 

Humberstoue "  2  00 

Erie "  70 

Brantford "  1  00 


IngersoU ...(Paid)  f3  00 

Knibro ,.. 5  40 

Mount  Elgin ( Paid)    4  8 1 

Norwich 0  57 

Viinna (Paid)     I  00 

Malahide **        2  05 


Total  ou  District ?40  72 

ERIE   DISTIUCT.  . 

Aylmcr (I'aid)  $2  00 

Oakland 5  81 


!>|>nn« 


HoM, 


f»»*    t»tr»(iftit» 


4  57 


Oakland. 

Blenheim 0  72 

Sweaborg (Paid)     3  00 

Total  on  District $44  1)3 


V,  li 


^^ 
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St.  Marys  ''°''''''''  ''"^^^^T- 

(«^«^rich .;••••  4  00       "'"'* (Paid      I  TO 

Chatham  ^«^^«^M  district. 

fvan ''^-  •  •"•'•"•"•'•  '■'■'.'.'.'  ^^'''^^  ^^  S?  1  fi^^ich 

vvallaoebiirir  1  00    RalMn,!,    «<s  en 

"^-  ::.v.v.v:----<''iv'''  ■  Sr""""" •■■•.••(.'ai;,i  !, S 

i^?"PP?^va, 

Hartford,  '  i?ndon  Circuit,  fta"Iey, 

AL^^S'igham,  Westminster,  ^eaforth, 

<^narlt.ecevi]le  -f^rkona,  Jsriissels, 

liainham,        '  l^arkhill,  V^^atly, 

Oil  Springs. 

Total  for  yiirro-n    rt       ^ 

■"  '^cfara  Conferenoe 

$163  S4 


•^-  Gardiner. . . . 
E,  Lounsbury! '.   * 
w  "^  Larsons. . . ." 
W.G.Brown.... 
J-N.  Elliott...    ■ 

V    n  )^'"«»ni8on. . 
f-  Bristol... 

;^-   Reynolds.  .;*■  ■ 

E.H.  Pilcher...;-' 

y*.  Benson 

G.  G.  CollamorV.'." 

'^^  Card 

T-  AVebeter. 

•^'  i^-  I'hiiiips  .■;;;; 


^•MOAIU  CO.VrEKE-NCE  DBLEGATES. 


EXPEXSKS. 


'•••..., 





'•"• 


•  I  •  t 


•  • « 

'  •  •  *  •      •  •  . 



; 





: 

■■■■■■■■■:::::::::: 


CLAIM. 

$i)  50 

12  00 
8  25 

13  00 
12  40 
10  45 

6  77 

8  50 

9  00 

11  62 
9  00 

12  00 
9  OO'. 

12  85 
10  00 

9  10 

7  OQ 


PAW. 

$(i  1*6 

4  67 
3*87 

3 '26 

1  00 
6  57 

2  00 

3  CO 

4 'si 

6  72 
4  20 
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(Paid)  $2  00 
1  15 

■/„•••,;    ^  00 

(I  aid)     I  00 


$30  90 


CLAIM. 

J.  T.  Davis 10  00 

B.  C.  Moore 9  35 

A.  E.  Griffith 11  50 

C.  E.  Benson 9  15 

J.  Wood 11  75 

S.  L.  Kerr 12  50 

B.  Bristol 6  27 

C.  Burdette 13  00 

RESERVES. 

J.  F.  Fairchilds 8  15 

M.  Dimmiok J2  67 

J.  B.  Cutler 10  50 

II.  Lock 9  12 


PAID. 


$294  40 


5  81 

5  25 

2  66 

7  00 

3  00 

5  00 

8  80 

2  50 

3  00 

8  11 

5  40 

$102  21 


$47  29 


ONTARIO  CONFERENCE   COLLECTIONS. 


3, 

Y, 


54 


COLBORNE  DISTRICT. 


Fraiikford $1  00 

Trenton 1  50 

Sti;ling 4  00 

Madoc 1  50 

Campbellford 1  00 

Blairton 1  00 

Percy 1  50 


Brighton $3  63 

Colborne 4  24 

Haldimand 3  00 

Hope 2  00 

Orono 1  50 

Total  on  District $25  87 


•  TORONTO  DISTRICT. 


PAID. 


$6  JO 
4  57 
3  87 

3  20 

1  00 
6  57 

2  00 
a  CO 

4 'si 

6  72 
i  m 


Oshawa $4  10 

Brooklin 1  00 

Whitby  2  00 

Port  Perry 3  50 

Reach 1  00 

Oakwood 1  76 

Lindsay 1  00 

Uxbridgc 1  00 

King 5  93 


Markham $5  05 

Yonge  Street 7  05 

Brampton 8  15 

Gerrgetown 3  00 

Nelson  and  Oakville 6  50 

Queensvillo 2  24 

Darlingto.) 2  00 

Total  on  Distiict $55  28 


HURON    DISTRICT, 


Orangeville $2  00 

Garafraxa 4  00 

Meaford 5  63 

Thornbury 2  00 

Crcemore 4  00 

Kincardine 4  00 


Tecswater H  00 

ListowcU , 1  50 

Palmercton 1  50 

Mount  Forest 4  00 

Total  on  District $32  03 


1     i       p 
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Bellovillo, 

Cobourg,  Eramosa, 

Winnipeg,  ^elancthon, 

Hanover, 


Total  for  Ontario  Conferen 


CO., 


invcrmny, 
Eugenia. 


..$113  78 


;r^ 


I'       ' 


I 


'm 


G.  Abbs 

T.  Argue . 

J.  Curts 

A.  Campbell. 

fJ.  Clark.. 

R-  B.  Denike.*, 

f  •  M.  Finn. . . . 

J.  B.  Hilts. . . , 

J.  R.  Jaques , . . 

B.  Lane.. 

9-  Afiller.  ■.■.'.■■ 

8.  Morrison..,'. 

*V.  Pirritte 

J-  M.  Simpson  ! 
p  ^-  Simpson., 
«^  Sanderson., 
t'.  Bennett. 


R.  Large. 

R.  E.  LundV.V. 

^-   laylor. 


<-.Kro  ocv^K^^oK  0Ku:a....s.  hx,.k.s.. 


BESBRVE.S. 


■••••« 


$6  50 

6  00 

6  00 

I  10 

Paid. 

$5   93 

6  00 

5  93 

■■• •••   9  50 

5  03 

••• 12'50 

•  •  •  • 

•  • . . 
» < . . 

4  "io 

6  50 

1  00 

•  ■ . . 
3  'oi) 

6  00 

9  00 

4  45 

5  32 

;  •  • .   5  63 

o'oo 

■     .3  50 
5  32 
5  05 

12  50 

1  00 

4  00 

12  50 

•  •  • » 

6  00 

e'oo  • 

$109  10 

*'^^ANEE  DISTBICT. 


:NiS. 


Napanee. . . , 

Picton . .     

Canif ton.  .'.'.''* 

Foxboro. . .  ..'.*.', 
Shannon  viile'*. 
Morven . 
Hay 

Odessa 

Loughborough 
(--nniden... 


• 

• '  •  • 

•  • 


'•••••, 


$3  00  I  Selby 

2  50  I  TamVoVti,': 

2  00IHallowe]l     :: 

„  75|Milford.. 

2  00IDemorestviI]'e:::::" 
f  13    Cioyne. .  

I  27lArden. 

3  .33  I 

/JO  I     Total  on  District..; 


$65  36 


■ . .  |!3  28 
■«.  1  50 
•.  2  75 
..     2  00 

55 
.     1  00 

75 
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KINGSTON   DISTliICT. 


vcrmay, 
genia. 


i  78 


Paid, 

*5  93 

6  00 

5  93 

5  03 


3  00 

a  00 

9  00 
3  50 
5  32 
5  05 

4  00 

*  ■  •  t 

606 


.  S^  28 

1  50 

2  75 
2  00 

55 

i  00 

75 


T^rookville $4  60 

Lyn 3  15 

Mallorytown 3  00 

Ganauuquc 1  50 


Inverary 2  26 


Total  on  District $14  50 


O'lTAWA  DISTMCT. 


Prescott $2  50 

Winchester 3  00 

Inkerman  2  00 

Matilda 3  00 

Edwardsburg 2  50 

Ventnor 1  00 

North  Augusta 75 

Easton's  Corners 1  90 


Toledo 2  00 

Farmeraville 3  00 

Elgin 4  00 

Napean 50 

Ronfrew 1  00 


Total  on  District $27  15 


No  returns  from  the  following  Circuits  : 

Melville,  Wolfe  Island, 

Millpoint,  Lansdowne, 

Vannachar,  Morris, 

Parham,  Ottawa  East, 

Tweed,  Ottawa  West, 

Verona,  Aultaville, 
Opinicon, 


Newington. 

Augusta, 

Lyndhurst, 

Amprior, 

Westmeath, 

Riccville. 


Tot.il  for  Bay  Quince  Coaference $72  86 


BAY  QUINTE  CONFERENCE  DELEGATES'  EXPENSES. 

CLAIM.  PAID. 

W.Blair $6  00               $3  00 

A.  D,  Traveller 150 

O.S.White 5  50                 4  00 

F.  B,  Stratton 2  00 

W.  Service 4  50                 3  00 

I.  B.  Aylsworth 50 

W.  H.  Graham 6  50                 6  50 

.T.Young 150 

B.F.Austin 5  00                 2  50 

J.P.Wilson 110 

H.Williams 125 

W.Brown 125 

T.W.Pickett 4  00 

F.  Chisholm 3  50                 .... 

A.  Martin 1  00                 .... 

J.D.Bell 3  81 

E.  Woodcock 4  30                 190 

D.Wilson 110 

J.H.Andrews , 125                 ..•. 

C.S.Eastman , 150                 .,,, 

J.  E.Mavety ; 6  30                4  60 

E.  I.  Badgley •.......»•••..... •••• 

$C3  36  $25  50 
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h  the 
Wag 
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lliiH  will  1)0  put  buck  on  trial  for  Kix  iiiontiiH.     Ann.  l\.  VViion  iiny 
siicli  \H  put  back  on  trial  lot  a  Huitalilo  oxhortation  1>n  Hubjoinod. 

Item  II.  Pago  LM),  Part  I.,  ('Iiap.  i.,  Sec.  1--Ii0t  tho  luHt 
sontonco  on  tho  pago  bo  oxjmngod,  viz  :  "  And  ovon  in  a  doubtful 
case  tho  nionibor  hIiouM  bo  put  back  on  trial." 

Itoui  III  (a).  Pago  U:i,  Part  T.,  Chap,  ii.,  Soc.  2,  Quoh.  1  -  Auh. 
7  bo  expungod,  namoly  :  **  Jiot  tho  womon  conBtantly  Hing  thoir 
parts  alono ;  lot  no  nuvn  sing  with  thoni  unloHH  ho  undcrHtand  tho 
notoH,  and  mugs  tho  baus  aa  it  ia  conipoHod  in  tho  tuno  book."  (h). 
Auh.  II.  Not  roconnnondod  to  bo  oxi)ung('d.  ('riiiH  wan  not 
adopted,  and  tho  anHwor  waH  oxpungod.  | 

Item  IV.  Pago  25,  Part  I.,  Chaj).  ii.,  Scc.3— QiicHtious  4  and  T) 
with  thoir  anawors  to  bo  oxpungod:  "  Quoa.  4.  How  often  shall  wo 
])orniit  those  who  are  not  of  our  Church  to  meet  in  claaa  ]  Ana. 
At  ovory  other  mooting  of  the  clasa,  in  every  jjlace,  let  no  atranger 
bo  admitted  ;  at  other  timea  they  may,  but  tho  aame  person  not 
above  twice  or  thrice.  Ques.  f).  How  often  shall  we  permit 
strangers  to  bo  j)re8ent  at  our  lovo  foaata  ?  Ans.  Ijct  thom  be 
admitted  with  tin;  utmoat  caution,  and  tho  same  person  on  no  ac- 
count above  twice  or  thrice  unless  he  become  a  member." 

Item  V.  Page  1G7 — We  recommend  tho  addition  to  S<!c.  7 
on  the  support  of  missions  :  "  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that 
eacli  Sunday  School  in  our  Churcljea  and  congregations  bo  organ- 
ized into  a  missionary  society  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  pastor,  superintendent  and  the  teachers  may  prescribe,  and 
that  the  contributions  of  the  Sunday  Sclioola  shall  bo  reported  in  a 
soj)arato  column  in  our  minutes  and  missionary  reports."  (Soo 
Journal  1874,  p.  IC.) 

Item  VI.  Page  64 — We  recommend  to  add  tho  following  to 
Sec.  12,  Ques.  1,  Ans.  5  :  "And  also  to  give  notice  of  such  certifi- 
cate and  removals  to  the  pastor  of  tho  charge  to  which  such  jtorsona 
liave  removed." 

Item  VII.  Page  177— Of  the  appointment  of  trustees  :  "  Ques. 
1.  Who  are  eligible  to  the  office  of  trustees'!  Ans.  Any  regular 
member  of  our  Church  being  twenty-one  years  of  age  is  eligible  as 
a  trustee  of  any  of  our  Church  property.  The  Secretary  shall 
make  a  record  of  the  appointment  in  the  minvites  of  the  circuit 
book."  [This  was  substituted  by  the  new  section  c  i  the  subject  in 
Ileport  No.  5.] 

Item  VIII.  We  recommend  the  following  to  oo  added  on 
Page  178,  Ques.  4,  in  the  fifteenth  line  fiom  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  after  tlio  word  "  located,''  viz.  :  "  Or  shall  send  a  wntten  res- 
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Item   XI      Vtnn  r.T    n. 
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Report  No.  2. 
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Item  VII.  Page  82,  Sec.  3,  eighth  lino  from  tho  bottom — ■ 
Strike  out  the  words,  "  except  such  as  absent  thomHelves  from 
trial  after  sufticient  notice  given  them"  ;  so  that  it  will  read  :  "  ho 
shall  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  Confer- 
ence,  and  the  members  present  shall  finally  determine  the  case." 

Item  VIII.  Page  80 — Add  to  Sec.  1  the  following  words  : 
"  If  any  member  in  good  standing  in  any  orthodox  (Jhurch  shall 
desire  to  unite  with  us,  such  applicant  may,  by  giving  satisfactory 
answers  to  the  foregoing  intjuiries,  be  received  at  once  into  full 
fellowship." 

Item  IX.  Page  80,  Ques.  2 — To  stand  as  Ans.  1  :  '*  Let  none 
be  admitted  on  trial  except  they  are  well  recommended  by  one 
you  know,  or  until  they  have  met  twice  or  thrice  in  class."  [This 
item  was  not  adopted.] 


Report  No.  8. 


Item  I.  Page  67,  Chap,  iii.,  Sec.  1,  Ans.  5 — Proposition  to 
substitute  the  Committee  with  whose  consent  the  Bishop  appoints 
the  Presiding  Elders  for  the  Presiding  Elders. 

Item  II.  Provided  always  that  no  district  shall  embrace  more 
than  from  twelve  to  sixteen  circuits  or  stations. 

The  first  item  will  then  read  :  "  According  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Bishop,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee  with  whose 
consent  the  Bishop  appoints  the  Presiding  Elders." 

The  second  item  will  read  :  "  Provided  always  that  no  dis- 
trict shall  embrace  more  than  from  twelve  to  sixteen  circuits  and 
Btations." 

[The  first  item  was  adopted,  but  the  second  was  rejected.] 


Report  No,  4. 

Item  I.  Page  38— Substitute  the  following  as  the  order  of 
business  in  the  Quarterly  Conference  ; 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Devotional  exerci.scs. 

3.  A{)point  Secretary. 

4.  Approve  of  Sabbath-Suhool  Superintendents. 
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no 


Journals  or  tuv  , . 


^•Ull  the  ro]l  of  members. 

i'i)  Are  there  any  reports  ?- 
{a)  From  the  pastor. 
(6)  trom  the  trustees. 
(c)  J^TOm  committees — 

finance  committee. 

yn  Church  records. 

,      7.   What  amountn?°"t^'  '"^^  ^"'"^^"'•'^ 
^•''a.ge  this  .yearT""'^  '^^^  ^^^  ^rtioned  to  ).  raided  by  this 
(I)  For  pastor's  .salary. 

(i;  On  salary.  "^  "^^"  a])|)]ied  ? 

(2)  BypubJiccoJIection. 
Api^/J!"^  °*'— "-ces. 

(2    On  ChurcJ,  records. " 

l»'l  I"n,i  beon  „,„(-,  "^  "'"  I''«'Iing  Elder,  and  tie  B„i.„, 

'■>.■  Have'  irGt:,;fs/"'i  "^ "'""««» ' 

(2)  For  tJie  itin^Tancv. 
(•V  lH)r  orders. 
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Itein  II.  Page  70,  Sec.  1,  Ques.  1,  Ans.  5 — Add  tlio  follow- 
ing :  "and  also  to  appoint  committees,  as  follows:  (1)  On  mia- 
sions ;  (2)  on  estimating  pastor's  salary  ;  (3)  on  Church  records ; 
(4)  on  parsonage  and  furniture  ;  (5)  on  Sabbath  Schools." 

Item  III.  We  recommend  that  the  first  question  in  the  order 
of  business  in  the  Quarterly  Conference?  be  expunged — namely  : 
**  Arc  there  any  complaints  f     [This  itdu  was  laid  on  tlie  table.] 


Item   IV. 


Page 


38,  Chap,  i.,   Sec.  4- 


-Add  the   following 


"  Qucs.  2.  What  directions  shall  be  given  concerning  District 
Conferences  ] 

"  A71S.  In  addition  to  the  regular  District  meeting,  there 
shall  be  held  annually  in  each  District  a  District  Conference,  com- 
posed of  all  the  travelling  and  local  preachei'S  and  two  delegates 
from  each  circuit,  mission  or  station  throughout  the  District,  said 
delegates  to  be  elected  by  the  Quarterly  Conference.  The  Presid- 
ing Elder  of  each  District  shall  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the  fiist 
District  Conference,  after  which  he  shall  fix  the  time  and  the 
(Conference  the  place,  and  he  shall  preside  over  the  deliberations. 
In  his  absence  the  Conference  shall  elect  a  travelling  elder  Presi- 
dent jrro  tern. 

"  Qu€8.  3.  What  shall  be  the  duties  of  this  District  Confer- 
ence ? 

"  Alls.  1.  To  take  the  general  oversight  of  the  affairs  of  the 
District. 

**  Ans.  2.  To  recommend  suitable  candidates  for  reception 
into  the  Anntial  Conference,  on  trial  in  the  itinerancy  ;  provided 
no  person  shall  be  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  without 
receiving  a  recommendation  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  The  above  jirovision  to  ap[)ly  only  where 
no  local  preachei'S*  conference  is  held. 

*'  Ans.  3.  To  give  special  attention  to  Sabbath-School  work, 
and  to  look  after  mission  and  church  extension  work  in  the 
District. 

"  Ans.  4.  To  provide  literary  and  other  exercises  during  its 
own  sittings." 

Item  V.  Page  3G,  No.  7 — Add  to  the  said  section  the  fol- 
lowing, to  wit  :  "  Tlie  time  a  man  has  had  license  to  preacli  in 
any  orthodox  denomination  may  be  allowed." 

Item  VJ.  Page  il!)-  Add,  "  Will  you  grant  your  puKtor  a 
certificate  of  general  acceptability  ?  What  is  the  value  of  your 
Church  jnopeity  1"  [Thes(!  two  questions  arc  transferred  to  Item 
r.,  No.  4.] 
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J^'owing 


rcmov*l  fmm  the  vicinity  of  tlio  Mocioly  holding  th«  proiMirty,  or 
in  aim  of  ihono  who  wore  nunnbora  of  tho  Church  nt  tho  titiio  of 
appointniont  hy  couHing  to  bo  iiuMiibora,  or  by  ojoctinont  from 
oitico  ;  iiovorthohiMH,  no  porHoii  who  in  a  TniHtoo  hIwiII  bo  rjocttnl 
whih)  ho  in  joint  security  f«)r  money,  unhjHH  hucIi  relief  be  given 
Liu)  iiH  iH  demanded,  or  the  creditor  will  accept. 

**  fn  the  ciwe  of  HoardH  of  TruHteos  heretofore  created,  the 
exi.iling  rule,  aH  folIowH,  and  iih  provided  for  in  the  deodH  of  Hettle- 
nient,  hIuiH  Mtand,  unleMH  by  Act  of  l^lrlia^UMlt  the  foregoing  is 
allowed  to  apply,  to-wit :  Whenever  any  one  or  more  TruHteeH,  or 
successor  or  Huccessoi-H  of  a  Trustee,  sliall  die  or  cease  to  Iw  a 
Tnember  of  said  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church  in  (/anada,  according 
to  the  rules  and  Discipline  of  the  said  Church,  or  on  the  circuit  or 
utation  within  the  bounds  of  which  tho  property  for  which  he  is  a 
Trustee  is  located,  or  shall  resign  his  tnisteeship  in  writing  which 
has  been  accepted  by  the  existing  Hoard  of  Trustees,  the  vacant 
place  or  places  of  the  Trustee  or  Triistees,  so  <lying,  ceasing  to  be  a 
nienil>or  or  members  of  the  Church,  or  so  nmigning,  may  be  lilled 
with  a  successor  or  successors,  being  a  member  or  members  of  the 
Said  Church,  of  the  age  of  tw(!nty-one  years."  (The  i*emainder  of 
tho  Hcction  to  stand  us  it  is.)* 

Item  II,  Page  fi.l  of  Dlsciplino— Add  tho  following  as  Ann, 
14  to  Ques.  1,  as  found  on  Pago  02:  **  14.  To  give  special  and 
vigorous  attention  to  the  ciiculation  of  tho  (Jaiuida  ChriHtian  Ad- 
vocate, and  the  collection  of  all  arrearages,  and  report  at  each 
Quarterly  (^onfe:enco  the  number  of  subscribers,  as  well  as  suras 
due  tho  Advocate  cilice. 

Item  III.  Page  102,  Sec,  S  :  No.  2  to  lie  expunged — The 
Committee  recommead  that  this  |)ar«grapU  be  not  expunged. 
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Report  No.  0. 

Tho  following  paper  was  referred  to  tlio  Committee,  to  wit : 
That  Ans.  3  of  Sec.  2,  Page  27  of  the  IJook  of  I)i8ci[)line  bo  re- 
ferred to  tho  Committee  on  Revision,  with  instructions  to  so  amend 
the  article  that  it  shsiU  recjuire  two-thirds  of  the  (Jeneral  Confer^ 
once  to  constitute  a  <[uorum.  After  consideration,  we  recommend 
that  tho  answer  be  made  to  read  us  follows  :  "  At  all  times  when 
the  (Jeneral  Conference  is  met,  it  shall  take  two-thirds  of  the  min- 
isterial members  elected  to  make  a  (piorum  for  the  transaction  cf 


*  Tho  provision  for  rcRignatiouB  WM  a<1opte<1  on  condition  tliat  it  doit 
not  cunilict  with  tite  itatute. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPORAL  ECONOMY. 


Report   No.   1. 

Item  T.  Sec.  2,  Pago  10 1,  (iiHt  paragmpli — Expiingo  last 
Bcntonce.     [Adoptod.]  ' 

Item  I[.  Sec.  3,  Page  101,  hocouJ  paragraph — Expunge  the 
answer,  and  substitute  the  following  :  "  The  Annual  Oonf(3ronce 
shall  determine  the  salary  required  and  tlie  amount  payable  on 
each  pastoral  charge.  The  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  shall 
appoint  one  Steward,  who  shall  secure  the  payment  (piarterly, 
[Not  adopted.] 

Item  III.  Sec.  4,  Pago  101,  second  line  of  cpiostion — Cliuiigo 
tbo  word  "  stipend  "  to  "  salary."     [Adopted.] 

Item  IV.  Expunge  the  answer  and  substitute  tlie  following  : 
"  The  Stewards  iihall  provide  for  the  collections  and  disburaemonts 
of  the  allowance  to  ministers,  and  meet  at  the  call  of  the  pastor, 
and  take  care  that  all  the  sums  reipiired  on  the  pastoral  charg(5 
shall  bo  secured  in  each  congregation  (juarterly,  and  report  to  tho 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference."     [This  item  was  lost.] 

Item  v.  That  a  Finance  Committee  shall  be  appointed  in 
eacli  congregation,  consisting  of  tho  Stewards  therein  and  otherH, 
who  shall  secure  tho  amount  for  pastor's  salary,  and  report  by 
payment  monthly  to  the  pastor,  and  (puirterly  a  full  account  of 
the  receipts  and  by  whom  contributed,  to  the  Stewarda,  [Thi« 
item  was  lost.] 

Item  VI.  The  Stewards,  at  the?  cull  of  the  pa.stor,  shall  ap- 
portion the  amount  required  from  each  congregation,  and  instruct 
the  Finance  (committee  to  collect  it.     [This  item  was  lost.] 

Item  VII.  Tho  minimum  amount  for  the  salary  of  a  married 
man  shall  be  seven  hundred  dollars.  The  minimum  amotmt  for  a 
Bingle  man  a  member  of  the  Conference  shall  be  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  The  minimxim  for  a  probationer,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  subject  to  tho  approval  of  tho  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference.     [This  item  was  lost.] 


Joseph   Youno, 

Secretary. 


J.  GAllDINKR, 

Chairman. 
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JosKPii  Young, 

Secretary, 
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[Adopted.] 

JosEpir  Young, 

Secretary. 


J.  GAIlDfNKn. 

Chairrium, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LAY  DELEGATION, 
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'iFo  Ihc  ^l^isihoi*  anb  ^tmbcra  of  Jht  <5fnerrtl  (STonff renre : 

Tho  (Joimiiittco  on  Lay  Delogiitlou  roHjKiclfiilljr  i>roBont  the 
following  report : 

licxolved,  I.  Tluit  I^ay  Doh^gntci  bo  A(1nult(Ml  to  momljor- 
Bliip  in  tho  (ionoral  Oonferenco. 

Ih'soIwaI,  II.  That  all  previous  higiHlation  \\\ion  tho  qiKmtion 
of  lay  roprcBontation  in  tho  (jloiioral  Conforonce  Imj,  and  m  heifhy 
dcclunid  to  bo,  roj)oalod, 

Jiesolocd,  III.  That  tho  following  amomlmoniii  !x)  rnado  to 
Si ction  II,  pago  20,  in  our  liook  of  DiHciplino,  in  answer  to  tho 
•picHtion,  "  Who  shall  coraposo  tho  Oonoral  (Jonferonce,  and  what 
uro  tho  rogulations  and  powera  belonging  to  it  1  " 

1.  Tho  General  Conference  shall  bo  composed  of  an  «;(jual 
number  of  Ministerial  and  Lay  Delegates.  Tho  Ministerial  Dele- 
gates shall  consist  of  one  member  for  ovory  four  members  of  each 
Annual  Conference,  to  bo  appointed  by  seniority  or  choice  at  tho 
discretion  of  such  Annual  Conforenco,  yet  so  that  such  representa- 
tive shall  have  travelled  at  least  fotir  yeare  from  the  time;  that 
they  wore  received  on  trial  by  an  Annual  Conference,  and  are  in 
full  connection  at  the  time  of  holding  tho  Conference,  and  have 
been  ordained  to  the  olfico  of  Elders. 

2.  The  Lay  Delegates  shall  bo  chosen  by  an  Electoral  Confrr- 
(Mice  of  laymen,  which  shall  assemble  for  that  purpose  on  tho 
fourth  day  of  tho  session  of  the  Annual  Conference,  at  the  place 
of  its  mooting,  at  its  session  immediately  preceding  tho  General 
Conference. 

3.  The  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  one  layman 
fi'om  each  Circuit,  Station,  or  Mission  within  tho  bounds  of  tho 
Annual  Conference;  and  on  assembling,  the  Electoral  Conference 
shall  organize  by  electing  a  chairman  and  secretary  of  their  own 
number,  such  layman  to  bo  chosen  by  tho  last  Quarterly  Conforenco 
preceding  tho  time  of  tho  assembling  of  such  Electoral  Conference  ; 
/'rovidcil,  that  no  layman  shall  be  chosen  a  Delegate  either  to  tho 
Electoral  Conf<5renco,  or  to  tho  General  Conforonce,  who  shall  bo 
uiidcr  twenty-five  years  of  age ;  or,  who  shall  not  have  been  a 
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the  votes  are  for  the  above  measure,  it  shall  bo  the  law  of  the 
Church,  and  shall  be  so  declared  by  the  Bishop,  by  j)ublic  notice 
in  the  columns  of  the  G.  C.  Advocate. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  • 

W.  D.  HuuiisoN, 
J.  R.  Jaques, 
A.  E.  Griffith, 
Geo.  Abbs, 
II.  Williams. 
S.  G.  Stone, 

Secretary, 

Committee  Rooms,  Belleville,  ) 
August  30,  1878.  j 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EPISCOPACY. 


Report  No.    1, 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  havo  great  pleasure  in  report- 
ing that,  after  careful  examination,  they  find  the  Bisliop  blameless 
in  life  and  character. 


Report  No.  2. 

Item  I.  That  we  approve  the  administration  of  the  Bibhop 
during  the  nearly  four  years  of  his  superintendency  of  the  Church. 

Item  II.  That  the  salary  of  the  Bi.shop  be  twelve  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 

Item  III.  That  the  Bishop  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum  "  travelling  expenses. 

Item  IV.  That  the  above  amount  of  $1300  be  divided  to  the 
Annual  Conferences  for  collection  and  payment,  as  follows  :  Nia- 
gara Conference,  $500  ;  and  Ontario  and  Bay  Quinte  each  $  125. 
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lulliorftnts  aro  numerically  so  strong  as  ours,  situatoil  as  Lhc^y  aro 
amid  Hurroundings  so  holpful  to  prosixirity. 

Our  educational  institutions,  wliich  have  been  formerly 
noted,  are  still  prosperous,  under  the  Presidency  and  care  of  liev. 
J.  R,  Ja(iues,  D.D.,  Ph.D.,  successor  of  Rev.  A.  (!arman,  M.A., 
D.D.,  appointed  to  the  position  sinco  the  last  meeting  of  this  (Gen- 
eral Conference. 

In  addition,  another  institution  of  learning  has  been  ])ro- 
J(!cted,  the  buildings  of  which  aro  now  in  the  course  of  erection. 
Wo  refer  to  Alma  v'ollogo,  situated  at  St.  Thomas,  Ontario. 
Twenty  thousand  dollars  have  boon  subscribed,  and  tho  agcnits 
now  in  the  field  canvassing  for  further  amounts  are  receiving  v.i\- 
cpuraging  assistance.  We  bespeak  for  this  noble  proj<!ct  complete 
success. 

The  Missionary  J3oard,  during  the  last  rpiadrennial  period,  has, 
in  its  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  CJod,  gone  to  "  laml-j 
beyond,"  and  has  established  missions  in  tho  Province  of  Mani- 
toba. Tho  Society  has  almost  "  stretched  itself  beyond  itscdf." 
Tho  faith  which  has,  no  doubt,  been  at  tho  foundation  of  these 
ellbrts,  calls  for  a  hearty  and  generous  support  on  the  part  of  our 
peoi)lo. 

The  printing  establishment  and  Book  Room  are  j)roving  very 
successful  under  tho  able  supervision  of  Rev.  S.  (i.  Stone,  D.D. 
The  prospect  is  bright.  We  believe  that  wo  have  a  healthful 
future  before  us  in  this  department  of  our  (Jhurcli  enterprise. 

Our  superannuated  claimants  are  increasing  in  numbers.  Wo 
would  bo  happy  to  note  a  great  increase  in  tho  funds  devoted  to 
their  support. 

Again  wo  are  glad  to  say  our  people  liold  firmly  to  "  tho  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints,"  as  taught  in  the  word  of  Ood,  and 
handed  down  to  ud  by  our  fathers. 

In  polity  and  usage  our  people  aro  Methodists — yea,  more, 
Episcopal  Methodists,  desiring  to  "  keep  tho  rules,  and  not  mend 
them." 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  say  :  "We  aro  comforted 
by  the  success  of  tho  i)ast,  thankful  that  tho  hand  of  the  JiOrd  is 
with  us  in  the  present,  and  rejoicing  in  God  at  the  iirosjKict  so  en- 
couraging before  us. 

All  of  which  is  rospootfully  subniitted. 

R. 
F. 
0. 
J. 
J. 
Committer  Room,  Rkli.evillr,  i 
Sept.  G,  1878.  / 
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Report   No.   1. 

Your  Conimittoe  on  Memoriiils  beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows  : 
That  having  carefully  examined  the  memorial  of  J.  O.  Snider, 
referred  to  them  by  the  Conference,  they  find  no  ground  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  memorialist. 


Belleville,  Sept.  5,  1878. 

G.  Abbs, 
E.  Bristol, 
J.  H.  Andrews. 
G.  Bennett, 
W.  Brown. 

Report  adopted.] 

Report  No.  2. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Siilzer  and  George  R.  Smith,  beg  leave  to  report  : 

That  having  carefully  examined  the  above-named  document, 
and  given  it  their  most  deliberate  consideration,  they  would  pre- 
sent the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  Conference  : 

Resolved,  I.  That  the  memorialists  having  held  the  office  of 
Stewards  in  the  Church,  and  having  been  allowed,  without  demur, 
to  vote  in  that  capacity  at  three  consecutive  Quarterly  Confer- 
ences, they  could  not,  at  the  fourth,  be  regarded  as  probationers, 
or  deprived  of  their  vote  without  a  disciplinary  process,  there 
being  nothing  official  against  their  character. 

Resolved,  II.  That,  occupying  the  position  above  indicated, 
the  preacher  in  charge  did  not  possess  the  right  to  deprive  them 
of  membership  without  bringing  their  case  before  the  Society. 

Resolved,  III.  That  as  the  names  of  the  memorialists  weie 
erased  from  the  Circuit  register,  in  contravention  of  our  usage  and 
the  rules  of  Discipline,  they  should  be  restored  to  membership. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Abbs, 
E.  Bristol, 
J.  H.  Andrews, 
G.  Bennett, 
W.  Brown. 
Belleville,  Sept.  6,  1878. 

[The  report  was  not  adopted  by  the  Conference.] 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  METHODIST  UNION. 


'^Ixo  the  ©cttcral  (Eonfereua  ot  the  Jttcthobbt  (Kpisro^jal 
QTkttrch  in  Canabji,  in  ^encrjil  €onftrc\xct  neatmhUt, 
^cUcbiUc,  1878. 

Your  Committee  on  Methodist  Union,  appointed  at  the  Nap- 
aneo  General  Conference,  1874,  and  ordered  to  report  to  the  next 
General  Conference,  would  respectfully  report : 

I.  That  no  meeting  of  the  Committee  has  been  held  during  the 
Quadrennium,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  appear  to  your  Committee 
that  occasion  arose  to  call  such  meeting.  Your  Committee  did 
not  conceive  that  it  had  been  vested  by  the  General  Conference 
with  powers  or  privilege  to  initiate  measures,  propose  schemes,  or 
originate  and  offer  facilities  of  union  ;  but  to  demonstrate  to  the 
Churches  that  our  Church  is  ready  to  reciprocate  proper  move- 
ments for  the  unification  of  the  Methodist  bodies  under  a  safe 
polity  and  discipline,  to  cherish  the  spirit  of  unity,  and  to  embrace 
opportunities  that  might  arise  to  promote  by  union  what  is  con- 
ceived to  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  the  Churches  and  the 
glory  of  God. 

II.  But  while  it  has  not  appeared  to  your  Committee,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  necessary  to  meet  in  the  interests  of  Metho- 
dist Union,  it  is  constantly  and  firmly  believed  to  be  our  duty  and 
one  of  our  highest  privileges  to  culti"ate  Christian  unity  and 
denominational  amity  in  the  bonds  of  the  glorious  gospel.  And 
further,  we  believe  this  to  be  the  action  of  our  Church,  ministers 
anu  people  throughout  the  land.  Your  Committee  would  emphat- 
ically declare  their  willingness  and  desire,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places,  to  promote  in  all  suitable  ways  the  warmest  fraternal 
regard  for  all  our  brethren  in  the  various  branches  of  the  Method- 
ist family,  as  well  as  the  most  sincere  and  earnest  Christian  unity 
among  all  the  Churches,  for  we  are  persuaded  that  this  is  the 
spirit  and  mind  ^ '  Christ.  We  recognize  the  right  of  each  and  all 
to  live  and  labor  in  this  land  for  the  spread  of  religion  and  the 
salvation  of  men,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  and  in  the 
t  ue  spirit  of  our  holy  Christianity  we  extend  to  all  a  brother's 
hand  and  a  hearty  prayer  for  the  success  of  their  agencies  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  good  purposes  of  the  Lord  of  all. 

IV.  That  in  proof  of  this  our  desire  for  extended  and  cordial 
fiaternity,  and  for  the  cultivation  of  this  Christian  unity,  we  rrc- 
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ommend  the  appointment  of  fraternal  delegations  by  this  General 
Conference  to  the  Primitive  Methodist  Church  and  to  the  Bible 
Christian  Church,  as  they  appear  in  their  Conferences  in  Canada, 
as  well  as  the  continuance  of  these  relations  with  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Canada,  and  the  invitation  of  reciprocity  of  feeling 
and  action  from  them. 

V.  That  concerning  the  subject  of  Methodist  union,  your 
Committee  in  the  present  stage  of  the  discussion  upon  the  question 
and  the  present  attitude  of  the  Churches  with  regard  to  it,  deem 
it  sufl&cient  to  reaffirm  the  action  of  the  Napanee  General  Confer- 
ence of  1874,  to  this  extent  and  eflTect,  viz.  :  We  consider  the 
unification  of  Methodism  highly  desirable,  and  recommend  this 
General  Conference  to  appoint  a  committee  of  ten,  to  remain  in 
force  and  eflfect  till  next  General  Conference  and  report  thereto,  to  be 
called  by  the  Bishop,  with  powers  to  correspond  with  other  Metho- 
dist bodies  on  the  question  of  Methodist  union,  and  to  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  maintain  the  proper  relation 
of  our  Church  to  the  movement,  and  promote  the  better  under- 
standing and  harmonious  action  of  the  Churches,  and  cultivate  the 
Christian  unity  which  shall  be  the  cement  and  bond  of  the  organic 
union  we  may  desire  to  be  accomplished  in  the  good  providence  of 
God  by  some  future  General  Conference. 


Eespectfully  submitted. 


F.  B.  Stratton, 

Secretary. 

Conference  Koom,  ) 
Sept.  6,  1878.      / 


J.  GARDINER, 

Cftairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON    ITINERANCY. 


The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  report  that  the  Journals  of  all 
the  Conferences  have  been  examined.  The  Committee  would 
point  out  the  following  defects  : 

I.  The  penmanship  in  a  number  of  cases  is  hasty,  and  the 
entries  crowded  into  a  solid  page  of  writing,  with  no  intervals  of 
I  ace  between  the  items  recorded. 
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II.  Erasures  and  interlineations  occur  in  several  instances,  by 
which  the  record  is  confused  and  its  appearance  marred. 

III.  In  two  important  cases  the  record  was  not  sufficiently 
full  and  clear.  The  minute  was  obscure  and  scant,  while  the 
action  recorded  was  clear. 

IV.  The  marginal  references  of  one  of  the  Journals  arc  cave- 
lessly  written. 

V.  In  most  instances  the  names  of  members  in  attendance 
are  not  recorded.        ; 

VI.  In  very  few  instances  are  the  reports  of  Standing  and 
other  Committees  presented. 

To  secure  improvement  in  the  Journals  your  Committee 
would  offer  the  following  suggestions  : 

I.  Let  the  Bishop  call  attention  of  Secretaries  and  their 
assistants  to  imperfect  and  defective  records,  and  urge  compliance 
with  the  directions  of  the  General  Conference  upon  this  subject. 

II.  All  reports  which  cannot  be  entered  in  the  daily  proceed- 
ings should  be  I'ecorded  after  the  adjournment  of  Conference  in  an 
appendix. 

II  r.  Let  each  page  of  the  Journal  bo  numborc  I  xnd  i)roperIy 
headed  with  place  and  date  of  session. 

IV.  Let  the  proceedings  bo  carefully  entered  with  great 
neatness  after  they  have  been  arnroved  by  the  Conference. 

V.  Let  the  roll  of  names  of  members  be  neatly  and  carefully 
written  with  columns  to  note  their  presence  or  absence  for  the 
four  succeeding  years. 

VI.  All  the  statistics,  both  Sunday  School  and  general,  as 
well  as  the  appointments,  should  be  entered  in  writing  in  the  ap- 
pendix  to  each  year. 

A  full  and  complete  index  should  be  made  to  each  Journal. 

Your  Committee  would  further  recommend  the  following 
items  : 

I.  In  all  cases  of  trial  before  the  Conference,  or  a  select 
number,  let  the  record  bo  full,  and  where  papers  are  referred  to 
let  them  be  carefully  distinguished.  Let  the  charges  and  decision 
be  spread  \ipon  the  Journal. 

II.  Let  the  proceedings  of  each  session  be  ))roniptly  entered  in 
the  Journals,  and  amid  the  pressure  of  the  business  of  the  closing 
sessions,  let  great  diligence  be  used  in  this  respec*;,  that  «,ll  may 
be  ready  for  the  signature  of  the  President. 
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III.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  blots,  erasures,  interlineations, 
abbreviations  or  hasty  penmanship  can  only  be  discreditable  to  a 
Conference  when  the  Journal  is  under  the  inspection  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

"Your  Committee  discovered  in  examining  the  Journals  of  the 
Conferences  the  following  cases  of  reference  and  appeal  to  this 
General  Conference,  viz.  : 

Journals  of  Niagara  Conference  for  year  1876,  2d  Session, 
page  409  :  **  The  Rev.  J.  Gardiner  gave  notice  that  he  will  appeal 
to  the  General  Conference  on  the  resolution  of  the  former  session 
on  the  manner  of  the  election  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  as 
illegal : 

"An  objection  to  the  motion  was  stated  challenging  the  right 
to  elect  by  anything  less  ihan  a  major  vote.  I  therefore  apical 
from  the  action  and  ask  the  General  Conference  to  declare  whether 
it  is  constitutional  to  elect  for  any  purpose  without  a  majority  of 
those  voting. 

"  Signed,  James  Gardineh. 

<' April  19th,  187G." 

In  the  Journals  of  Niagara  Conference  for  the  year  1878,  7th 
Session,  page  4o9;  is  the  followii  ^'  record  :  "  George  II.  Backhouse 
recommended  by  the  Erie  District  Local  Preachers'  Conference 
for  election  to  Deacon's  orders. — Elected." 

The  following  objection  was  made  to  the  above  by  J.  Gar- 
diner :  "  I  refer  the  reference  of  this  election  to  the  General  Con- 
ference as  opposed  to  the  rules  regarding  time  and  regular  license. 

"Signed,  J.  Gardiner." 

In  the  Journals  of  the  Bay  Quinte  Conference  for  1 2th  Session, 
1876,  is  the  following  record  :  "  The  Rev.  J.  D.  Bell  appealed 
against  the  ruling  of  the  Bishop  in  the  case  of  J.  Brill,  as  follows  : 

"  I  appeal  against  the  ruling  that  an  indefinite  suspension  for 
immorality  expires  with  the  year." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

E.    LoUNeBURY, 

Chairman, 
J.  H.  Andrews, 
A.  Campbell, 
W.  H.  Graham. 
S.  Card, 

Sccrp.tarif. 

Belleville,  Aug.  Slst,  1878. 
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FRATERNAL     LETTERS. 


Jfrom  the  .^cthobist  Episcopal  Church  to  the  (Seucnil 
Coufercuirc  oi  the  4Vtcthol)i0t  (Epi0copal  Churrh  iit 
Canaba. 


Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  us  to  hear  of  your  prosperity, 
and  to  be  assured  of  your  Christian  love.  Bishop  Carman  and 
Rev.  E.  Lounsbury  addressed  our  General  Conference  in  words 
befitting  the  occasion,  and  were  received  as  messengers  of  the 
Church  of  God,  and  as  brethren  of  our  own  household.  It  would 
be  naturtil  for  us  to  feel  very  kindly  towards  you,  who  are  bone  of 
our  bone  and  flesh  of  our  flesh. 

The  introduction  of  laymen  into  our  General  Conference  pro- 
duced no  friction,  but  has  drawn  ministers  and  laymen  together 
nearer  than  ever.  We  feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, to  extend  our  missions  to  the  i;ttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 
This  is  the  first  great  work  of  the  Church.  Education,  secular 
and  religious,  still  commands  our  attention  and  resources.  Our 
Sunday  Schools  are  prosperous  beyond  any  former  experiences. 
Our  work  in  the  West  and  South  is  increasing  in  strength. 
Humbly  relying  on  the  Almighty  for  help,  we  are  going  forth  in 
tlie  hope  of  doing  our  part  in  bringing  the  world  to  Christ.  A 
most  gratifying  spirit  of  fraternity  is  springing  up  all  all  over  our 
land. 

Methodists  are  coming  nearer  together,  and  for  this  we 
bless  God,  if  even  nothing  comes  from  it  but  an  increa.se 
of  brotherly  love.  We  hold  ourselves  ready  to  exert  all  our  in- 
fluence in  the  interests  of  peace,  good  will,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
union. 


4 


I3v 


^^^^ERAL  CONFERENCE, 


a  ui  ijoa  lest  upon  you  ! 
n  ^V/LLiAM  L.  Harris 


Nk-v  Yo„„,  m.,j,  10,  18-8. 


^f<(  M'Uioiht  fflliiircit  of  Of 

'ions  of  ihese  breth;;''""'  '"  y""'  klter  and  in  ^^;        °  "'""■- 
extensive  field  of  lab„?  .^iT./°"  ,"'^'  """  "">  *o„ld  divid,  „ 

S"cli  a  dutv  sn  n.o   ..^'^®^  Son  and  Holy  St)ir,>    I  *^  S^^® 

-J  a^  „;;^  1°  --f-',  «-  .0  have  feie t;'e¥e^-:  ^S 


Jl.    E.    CHURCH   IN  CANABA. 


137 


s>  and  iijforni 

you  / 

pARRis^ 

^'resident. 


ation,  the 
^e  assur- 
amunica- 
o  clearjj 
iperity  of 

J'We  our 
istration 
a  Gen. 
ase  our 
ve  give 
?«dered 
t^ognize 

'JiurcJi 
t  upon 
i'l  tlio 
as  in 

'  and 
^  our 

Lord 
wiJl 

'  h\- 
lieni 
all 
ilso 
ant 


me  ;  and  the  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given  them,  that 
they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one.  I  in  them,  and  they  in  me, 
that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  me,  and  that  the  world  may 
know  that  thou  has  sent  me.  and  hast  loved  them  as  thou  hast 
loved  me."  With  such  a  oneness  it  were  little  to  say  that  Ephra- 
im  would  not  envy  Judah,  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim  ;  for  in  the 
flowing  tide  of  divine  attestation  and  unction,  which  such  a  condi- 
tion would  secure,  there  would  be  other  and  more  desirable  sub- 
jects for  our  thoughts  and  feelings. 

We  are  fain  to  believe  that  no  great  difficulty  can  be  in  the 
way  of  effecting  more  closely  and  fully  than  ever  the  unity  for 
which  our  Lord  prayed  with  those  who,  like  your  Church  and  ours, 
there  exist  so  many  things  in  common,  and  especially  in  the  felt 
duty  and  privilege  of  offering  to  all  whom  our  ministry  can  leach 
a  free,  full  and  present  salvation,  through  faith  alone  in  the  one 
only  and  all-sufticient  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Praying  that  we  all  might  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
His  will  in  all  wisdom  and  spiritual  understanding  we  remain 
your  brethren  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  Toi'onto,  Ontario,  this  first  day 
of  October,  1874. 

E.  RYEKSON, 

President. 
Duncan  D.  Cuurie, 

Secretary. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  MARQUIS  OF  LORNE. 


^0  1)10  ^xfcllcncji  the  llight  l)onor  blc  ^ir  John  Douglas 
<§ttthcrhtnb  CTampbeU,  11.  <T!r.  ©.,  aT.Jl.©..  kt„  &f.. 
ittarquis  of  ^ornc  imb  05ol)£nvcrr-6cucnU  of  thr 
Jlominion  of  CTrtnrtbjt. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  ; 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Canada,  in  its  regular  quadrennial  session,  at  Belleville,  Onta- 
rio, in  September,  1878,  having  learned  with  great  satisfaction 
that  the  choice  of  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  had 
fallen  upon  your  Excellency  to  be  Governor-General  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada ;  and  that    it   had  been  the  pleasure  of  your 
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Excellency  to  accopt  the  api)ointment  at  the  hands  of  our  august 
Sovereign  ;  and  anticipating  with  delight  your  arrival  in  the  Do- 
minion and  assumption  of  the  reigns  of  government  over  ua, 
heartily  resolved  to  greet  your  Excellency  with  a  humble  and 
loyal  address  of  welcome,  and  to  approach  you  with  assurances  of 
the  continued  devotion  of  our  people  to  the  throne  and  crown  of 
our  United  Empire  ;  of  their  cordial  reception  of  every  represent- 
ative of  her  Majesty's  rule  in  this  Dominion  ;  and  especially  of 
the  respect  and  affection  of  all  our  people  for  your  Excellency 
personally,  of  ancient  and  honorable  lineage,  and  for  your  consort 
of  royal  blood — all  the  dearer  to  us  because  the  daughter  of  our 
beloved  Queen.  By  your  coming  forth  from  one  of  the  noblest 
houses  of  the  kingdom  and  the  very  family  circle  of  royalty  itself, 
we  feel  more  than  ever  the  unity  of  this  grand  empire  and  the 
acknowledgment  at  home  that  we  are  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
members  of  a  mighty  body  politic,  welcome  sharers  in  a  glorious 
history.  And  we  can  assure  your  Excellency  that  these  gracious 
acts  of  the  Government  at  home  and  your  coming  to  us  in  the 
spirit  and  disposition  of  these  acts,  the  embodiment  and  messenger 
of  such  a  confidence  and  regard,  endear  yourself  and  your  noble 
consort  to  us,  give  you  a  warm  placo  in  our  hearts,  and  a  true 
welcome  to  our  land,  our  institutions,  and  our  homes.  We  grate- 
fully accept  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  us  by  a  nation's  voice  and  a 
mother's  heart,  and  we  are  persuaded  that,  on  our  part,  our  tender 
appreciation  of  this  confidence  and  regard  will  be  more  and  more 
manifest  as  the  years  roll  on.  And  our  prayer  shall  continually 
arise  to  Almighty  God,  the  Father  of  us  all,  the  source  of  all  au- 
thority and  power,  the  rewarder  of  all  fidelity  and  obedience,  ihat 
your  Excellency's  sojourn  among  us  may  be  an  ever-brightening 
career,  ever  strengthening  the  bonds  of  official  regard  and  personal 
affection  ;  equally  satisfactory  to  the  Imperial  Government,  the 
people  of  Canada,  and  to  yourself,  to  whom  we  obediently  and 
loyally  look  as  the  representative  of  royal  authority  among  us. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  founded  early  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  and  now  embracing  a  constituency  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  the  Canadian  people,  ever 
loyal  to  the  British  crown,  and  firmly  attached  to  British  institu- 
tions and  usages,  rejoices  to  be  permitted  in  this  free  land,  with 
rights  secure  and  convictions  unfettered,  to  share  with  Christian 
fellow-laborers  of  every  name  in  the  blessed  work  of  spreading 
among  the  people  the  benefits  of  religion,  education,  righteousness, 
temperance,  and  peace.  To  this  work,  both  in  ministry  and  mem- 
bership, does  it  feel  itself  especially  called  and  devoted,  obeying 
with  joy  the  command  of  the  Holy  Scriptuies  to  honor  the  king, 
and  to  pray  for  all  that  are  in  authority,  tliat  we  may  lead  quiet 
and  peaceable  lives  in  all  godliness  and  honesty.  Wherefore  we 
put  them  in  mind  to  obey  magistrates,  to  submit  themselves  to 
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every  ordinance  of  man,  fur  the  Lord's  sake,  whether  it  bo  nnto 
kings,  as  supreme,  or  unto  governors,  a?  those  that  are  sent  by 
them  for  the  punishment  of  evildoers  and  for  the  praise  of  them 
that  do  well.  To  further  these  ends,  also  so  indispensable  to  good 
order  and  public  peace  and  prosperity,  we  build  our  colleges,  es- 
tablish .our  missions,  and  [)orpetuate  the  ministry  of  the  Word, 
always  maintaining  that  they  who  preach  the  Gos[)el  shall  live  of 
the  Oospol.  In  such  a  spirit  will  the  temporal  and  spiritual  wel- 
fare of  your  Excellency  ever  bo  remembered  in  our  approaches  to 
the  throne  of  the  heavenly  grace,  that  your  life  and  health  and  the 
life  and  health  of  your  wife,  the  noble  Marchionesa,  be  always 
precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  that  you  be  guided  and  strength- 
(sned  from  above  to  a  peaceful  and  eminently  successful  administra- 
tion of  the  government  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.) 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  General  Cjnforence, 


F.  B.  Stuatton, 

Secretary, 

Bellevim.k,  Sept.  5,  1878. 


A.   CARMAN, 

J'resident. 
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Motion  in  reference  to  the  enlargement  of,  42. 

Albert  Colleoe — 

Report  of  Treasurer  read  and  referred,  IG  ;  Paper  relating  to,  71. 

Alma  Colleqe— 
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69,  71. 

Annual  Conferences— 

Delegates  from,  6,  7  ;  Journals  to  be  cited,  16. 

Appeals— 

By  Rev,  J.  D.  Bell,  26,  27  ;  Rev.  J.  Gardiner,  27. 

Argue,  Rev.  T.— 

Appointed  Journal  Secretary,  7. 

Blair,  B.A.,  Rev.  W.— 

Appointed  Correspondent  to  "C.  C.  Advocate,"  8. 

Board  of  Missionary  Society — 
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pointed, 45. 
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rennium,  48  ;  Recommendation  to,  42. 

Book  of  Discipline— 

By  whom  to  be  edited,  48. 
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Book  Aoent — 

Report  of,  read  and  referred,  13  ;  Report  mislaid  by  Committee,  8G. 
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To  be  incorporated,  101, 

Boundaries— 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Report  read,  26  ;  Considered,  51. 

Brown,  Rev.  W.— 

Elected  Delegate  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  31. 

Camp  Meetings- 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  read  and  adopted,  44,  102. 

Centenary  of  Canadian  Methodism— 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  of,  read,  18  ;  Resolution  constituting  Com- 
mittees for  the  Annual  Conferences,  49  ;  Considered,  48,  49,  103. 

CuisHOLM,  Rev.  F. — 

Elected  Delegate  to  B.  M.  E.  Church,  43. 

Church  Extension — 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Report  of  Society  read  and  referred,  15,  98  ;  Per- 
sons added  to  Committee,  18  ;  Report  of  Corresponding  Secretary 
read,  16  ;  Report  of,  99  ;  Report  of  Committee  read  and  adopted,  20  ; 
Report  No.  2,  read,  43. 

Conference,  General — 

Officers  of,  3  ;  Opening  of,  5  ;  Next,  where  to  be  held,  47. 

Correspondence — 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  of,  read  and  considered,  30,  31  ;  Persons 
added  to  Committee,  33,  36  ;  Reports  of,  read  and  considered,  41,  43, 
44,  77. 

Course  of  Study — 

Report  of  Committee  on,  adopte^l,  72,  73. 

Couch,  Rev.  D.— 
Introduced,  8. 

Corner  Stones  of  Churches— 

R«solution  adopted  in  reference  thereto,  25. 

Divine  Service— 

Committee  on,  7  ;  Special  report  of,  26. 

Ecumenical  Methodist  Conference— 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Communication  on,  read  and  referred,  13  ;  Report 
of  Committee  read  and  adopted,  33,  86  ;  Letter  in  referenc3  to,  from 
Rev.  A.  C.  George,  D.D.,  87  ;  Address  from  the  Bishops  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  89-90. 

Education— 

Committee  on,  12 ;  Dr.  J'aques  added  to  Committee,  14 ;  Documents 
referred  by  the  Bishop,  14,  69,  71 ;  Report  No.  1  read,  15 ;  Report  No. 
2  read,  35  ;  Paper  irom  Bishop  Carman  referred,  36 ;  Report  No.  3 
read  and  considered,  42,  01-95. 
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Entkrtainmbnt  — 

Invitation  to  by  the  ladioa  of  tho  M.  E.  Church,  34. 
Epihoopal  Vi.sitation— 

KoBolution  relating  thereto,  35. 
Epist'oPAcr— 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Report  read  and  adopted,  19;  Report  No.  2  road 

and  considered,  30  ;  Minority  report  read  and  considered,  38,  li'5-12G. 
Evasoemsts— 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  of,  31  ;  Read  and  adopted,  51,  101. 

Finance — 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  read  and  considered,  40,  45 ;  Instruction 
to  Treasurer  of,  4G  ;  Report,  107-112. 

Fraternal  Delegates— 

Committee  for  introduction,  8  ;  Time  fixed  for  receiving  Delegate  from 
M.  £.  Church,  13  ;  Introduction  of,  17  ;  Time  fixed  for  introduction 
of,  from  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  22  ;  Delegates  from,  introduced, 
28 ;  Resolutions,  referring  thereto,  29 ;  Election  of,  to  Methodist 
Church  of  Canada,  31. 

Cardiner,  H.  F. — 

Communication  from,  20. 
Gray,  Rev.  James— 

Introduced  and  addressed  the  Conference,  28. 

Haven,  Bishop— 

Introduced,  and  addressed  the  Conference,  21  ;  resolution  presented 

to,  21. 
HuGHSON,  Rev.  W.  D. — 

Elected  Delegate  to  Bible  Christian  Conference,  43. 
Hymnal,  New — 

To  be  adopted — Report  of  Committee  on  Publishing  Interest",  Item 

v.,  85. 

Incorporations — 

Committee  on,  12 ;  Report  of,  read,  19  ;  read  and  adopted,  35,  101  ; 

Committee  to  give  effect  to  recommendations.  Item  IV.,  report,  101  ; 

Matter  referred,  17,  50. 
Itinerancy— 

Committee  on,   11;   Report  read,   19;   Considered,  26,  27;  Report, 

131-133. 

Jaques,  D.D.,  Ph.D.,  Rev.— 

Elected  Delegate  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,  31. 

Lane,  M.A.,  Rev.  Bidwell— 

Elected  Delegate  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  43. 
Lay  Delegation — 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Report  of,  read,  20  ;  Considered,  46  ;  Report,  123. 
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Law  Questions — 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Reports  of,  read  and  considered,  22,  23,  24  ;  No.  2 
read,  26 ;  No.  3  read  and  adopted,  35 ;  No.  4  read  and  adopted,  42  ; 
No.  2  read  and  adopted,  51  ;  Reports,  103-107. 

Memorials — 

Committee  on,  14  ;  from  P.  Sulzer  and  G.  R.  Smith  lead  and  referred, 
14  ;  also  from  J.  0.  Snider,  26  ;  Report  read  and  adopted,  33  ;  Second 
report,  40 ;  Reportn,  129. 

Methodist  Union— 

Report  of  Committee  on,  read  and  adopted,  42,  1.30. 

MissioNAP.Y  Secretary — 
Report  of,  read,  18. 

Missionary  Interests— 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Charter  of  Society  referred,  13;  Report  read  and 
considered,  35  ;  Constitution  of  socie:;y  amended,  45  ;  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Board  elected,  45  ;  Report  No,  1  considered,  48  ;  Report  No. 
2  considered,  48  ;  R.  B.  Denike  added  to  Committee  on,  18 ;  Report, 
128. 

Missionary  Society,  Women's— 

Memorial  from,  read  and  referred,  18  ;  Society  recognized  and  made 
an  auxiliary  of  the  Parent  Society,  128. 

McLean,  Rev,  J. — 

Letter  from,  read,  18, 

Obituaries — 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Repoit  received,  16  ;  read  and  adopted,  20  ;  No.  2, 

44  ;  Report  of.  100. 
Order,  Rules  of,  9. 

Pastoral  Address— 

Committee  on,  28  ;  Report  of  Committee  and  action  thereon,  31,  98. 

Publishing  Interests-- 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Persons  added  to  the  Committee,  14  ;  Report  read, 
20 ,  Report  No,  2  read  and  considered,  33-34 ;  Report  No.  3  read  and 
considered,  34  ;  N'T,  4  read  and  considered,  41-42  ;  Report  of,  85. 

Papers  Referred— 

To  Committee  on  Law  Questions,  13,  14,  17,  19,  20,  25,  27,  29,  35  ; 
To  Committee  on  Revision,  15,  16,  19,  20,  24,  25,  27,  28,  31,  32,  34, 
35,  36,  43. 

Palmer,  Dr.  W.  J, — 

Communication  from,  10. 

Pilcher,  D.D,,  Rev.  E.  H,— 

Elected  Delegate  to  the  Primitive  Methodist  Conference,  43;  associ- 
ated with  Rev.  B,  Lane  to  M,  E,  Church,  51. 

Quarterly  Meetings  — 

Resolution  in  reference  to  notices  ot,  51  • 
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Rkvision — 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Report  of,  16,  20,  24,  .S5 ;  Persons  added  to  Com- 
mittee, 36  ;  First  report  considered,  37  ;  No.  5,  read,  41-44  ;  No.  6 
read  and  adopted,  49  ;  Nos.  2,  3,  4  and  5  considered,  50  ;  Reports, 
112- 120. 

Resolutions— 

Relating  to  General  Conference  Delegates,  40  ;  in  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  persons  to  preach  and  deliver  addresses  at  next  General 
Conference,  52. 

Sabbath  Schools — 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  read  and  adopted,  43  ;  Resolution  relating 

to   the   holding  of  a   S.   S.   Parliament    adopted,    49;    Committee's 

report,  96. 
Sabbath  School  Union — 

Report  of,  referred,  35,  95, 
State  of  the  Church— 

Committee  on,  12  ;  Report  read  and  adopted,  43  ;  Report,  126,  127. 
Stone,  D.D.,  Rev.  S.  G. - 

Elected  Editor  of  the  "  C.  C.  Advocate"  and  Book  Agent,  4,3. 
Stuatton,  Rev.  F.  B.— 

Elected  Secretary,  7. 

Temporal  Economy— 

Committee  on,  11  ;  Communication  from  Bishop  referred  to,  28;  Re- 
port of,  read,  33  ;  Report  considered,  46,  47  ;  Reports,  121,  122. 

Temperance — 

Co'nraittee  on,  12  ;  Report  read,  26,  41  ;  Report,  97. 

Toi)i>,  D.D,  Rev.  J.— 

Introduced,  8  ;  Credentials  read,   16  ;  Addressed  the  Conference,  16, 
23  ;  Resolution  in  reference  to,  23. 

Williamson,  Rev.  J.  S. — 

Api)oiiited  Assistant  Secretary,  7  ;  Elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
Church  Extension  Society,  48. 

Williams,  Rev.  W.— 

Delegite  from  the  Methodist  Church   of  Canada,  introduced  and  ad- 
dressed the  Conference,  28  ;  Resolution  relating  to,  29. 

WooDKUKK,  Rev.  G.  W.— 

Communication  from,  read  and  referred,  18. 

Votes  of  Thanks— 

To  F.  B.  Stratt(m,  B.   Lane,  M.A.,   Bishop  Carman.  Dr.  Pilcher,  our 
hosts  in  Belleville,  and  to  railway  companies. 


